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TO 

THE HON. JAMES FENNER, 

LATE OOVEBNOR OF RHODE ISLAND, 

THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE MOST RESPECT- 
FULLY DEDICATED. 
, In making,this dedication, the author feels as- 

* sured she need not kiform your Excellency, (hat 

. this tribute of gratitude and respect is not offered 

•J to the person who has successively held some of 

' the most important offices in the gift of his fellow- 

. 4 citizens— as such ; nor is it offered to the man of 

/^ affluence; the motive to which, would militate - 

^ against every principle contended for in the book: 

^ It is simply dedicated to one of the most active 

' and efficient patrons of hterature in our State, — 

^ to one who, when the divisions and distractions 

; of PARTY shall cease, will long be gratefully re- 

^ membered as the friend of science and of man — 

, the promoter of every literary and benevolent in- 

^ stitution, of every attempt to enlighten the minds 

» and amehorate the condition of the human family 

(4 at large, and in particular of this his native State. 
ri (RICAP) 

-*^^ ■ :. 
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IV DEDICATION. 

As the following work has nothing -to do with 
the pohtical history of Mi* State, either past or 
present, the author feels assured that the benevo- 
lent concern expressed by your Excellency, lest 
'the insertion of your name should make the book 
an object of political animosity,' is unnecessary. 
Should such, however, in any one instance bethe 
case", the inconvenience will be very cheerfully 
borne by her who has the honor on this occasion 
of renewing her expressions of highest considera- 
tion and respect. C. R. WILLIAMS. 
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PREFACE. 

In purchasing a new book, we cannot expect 
to know the plot beforehand ; but we have a right 
to inquire into the moral tendency of the work. 

The Jum of the writer in the followmg pages has 
been, to assist in putting down tfiose high notions, 
originating in pride and a spirit of competition, 
which it is well known is fast ruining a vast num- 
*ber of families and individuals in our country. 

It is common among moralists and essayists to 
deplore the increase of luxury and extravagance 
among all classes ; but, as yet, the origin of the 
evil has escaped animadversion ; and if these pa- 
ges should do no other good, it is hoped they may 
at least furnish a hint to those who are more com- 
petent to do justice to a very important subject. 
Shoidd such be the case, the author of the follow- 
ing tale will not have toiled in vain. 
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It is a subject of regret to the writer that the 
facts upon which this story is founded, are of such 
a nature and the characters concerned of such a 
grade in society as necessarily to confine one 
almost exclusively to a certain class of individuals, 
who probably of all others are the most maccessi- 
ble to reproof. The evil compUuned o^ does not 
—would that it did — belong to these alone. The 
spirit of aristocracy is as visible among the lower 
order of people as among the higher, while among 
the mi4dnng classes it rages to a greater extent 
than with either. The mechanic, who lords it over 
a handful of journeymen and aj^rentices, com- 
pelling them to adopt all his peculiar tenets in re- 
U^on and pontics, and to vote for this man, or that 
man, may have as much of it, as the rich idler, 
who hves at his ease, and looks down upon his 
tenants or manufacturers, as upon beii%s of an 
inferior order. And the princely magnificence 
which he affects, is not more ruinous or ridiculous^ 
than the attempts of his poorer neighbors to vie 
with 1^ hi dress, and copy his ov^be^iing and 
offensive manners. A cQ^gtant desire to esalt 
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ourselves sJwve those whom heaven has made our 
equals, U not peculiar to any one class, or to either 
sex, but to attack it in every qu^tier is not possi- 
ble ia the compass t^one vdunfe. 

The author has some fear that Uie espressioa 
of pcditical sentiment here, may be offensive to 
some, as it seems to be a prevailing G{»aioaam<«ig 
mankind that a woman should know but little of 
pditice, and say less ; but if they take the troubie 
to peruse this story to the, end, they will see that 
it covJd not be distinctiy understood without refer- 
ence to the pohtlcal. a^Eairs c^ the day. 

The stQiy occupies a period of eight years, from 
the year 1801 to 1809: and it is believed there 
has never been a period, since the commencement 
<rf the revolution when party spirit ran higher, 
than dmmg that memorable epoch. The passions 
of meJ^P^n in a high degree of excitement, have 
since had time to cool, and reason, with a vast 
many has once more resumed her empjre. Per- 
sons who were not actuated by sinister motives 
generally, are in amazement.when they lo<^ back 
tq that period and review the causes of contention. 
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It is not then the apprehension that the senti- 
ments themselves will be offensive, if their coming 
from the pen of a female can be tolerated. 

We venture m conclusion, to express a hope 
that the interest of the story may recondle the 
reader to the unfeminine subjects which are some* 
times introduced, or altogether erase them from 
. his recollecdon. Such as it is, however, it is 
dieerftilly laid before the same indulgent public 
whose Uberal patronage has hitherto amply remu- 
nerated the ' labors of the midnight lamp.' Who 
have kindly withheld the arrows of cridclsm, and 
thrown the mantie of charity over every blemish. 
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OK 

THE HOLBEY FAMILY. 
CHAPTER I. 

is put ihe midnighl 

1ml guard, tUons re 

. . except some ptoddu 

Hare sleepless dreams ofponer." t 

During the year 1800, while the canvass for the electioa 
of a new President was going on, while politicians were 
laddag their brains, some tooppose and others to promote 
the cause of a favorite candidate, and every engine which 
avarice, ambition or cupidity, could set in motion wera 
employed in the general stir, and frequent removalsJhHn 
post to post, oi^ from town to town were taking [dace, 
"g!quire,Holbey,' as he was generally called in his own 
towD^fl^ng others saw fit to remove. 

HnH^na for abandoning a delightful situatioQ im th« 
banks of the Delaware, were his own undoubtedly; though 
much it excited the wonder of sotne of his rustic neighbors, 
that any one so enviaUy situated as he appeared to be, 
could consent to leave his paradise of a place, and the 

ft«« and wholesome air of Grove, for the snuke of 

the city. Hia journey to New York, where he had iw 
the present concluded to locate himself bad been com- 
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10 ARISTOCRACY, OR 

menced in haste, an<] concluded so; as he arrived, with his 
&inily at a late hour in the night, and proceeded to the 
house where he had before engaged a few cheap, but 
hftodaomely furnished apartments. 

As to the three females belonging to the establishment, 
Mrs Holbey'and two daughters, they averred they never 
closed iheir eyhs during the first night of their sojourn in 
the great citj^. Visions of splendor, of dress, of pamp, of 
show and parade, with conquests innumerable, flitted past ■ 
in rapid succession, through the morning watches, though 
they arose at a late hour, it did not appear that any one 
among them had enjoyed the btessiiig of repoaej except the 
two small boys, sons of Mr Holbey, Mid a niece, whose 
unfcHlunate destiny had compelled her for the present to 
be an inmate of tlieir family. 

Fas.other visions haunled [he pllow of the "Squirejand 
disturb^ his repose. He had embarked bis all in an un- 
certait> cause. He had left the quiet haven of domestic 
peace, his own home and fire-side enjoyments, in ruml 
plenty, and launched his barque upon the troubled ocean 
of politics, but one aim possessed his soul^ all his (hou^ts 
were eugrossei^by one subject, and he had resolutely ^- 
termined to trample down ewry thing which sdMin the 
way of liis ambition. Conscieutiou^scrupIesnevABniiled 
him, he was no coward, he had the heart to conceive, and 
the hand to execute almost any thing, though there was a 
cautious circumspection in hia every movement, which 
seemed to carry the idea of timidity. 

After his establishment at New York, his business, like 
many things about him, bad rather the aj^arance of 
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mystery, being engaged from morning until night in writ- 
ing, but what were the subjects his lucubiatlouB was not 
known ; he had never pubhabed any wwk, or designed to, 
that his family were apprised of. His evenings were 
usually devoted to company, whom he entertained in his 
study, and who very seldom stopped to pay their respects 
to the female part of the family, notwithstanding the oft 
.repeated invitation, ■* 

' Will you walk in agd see Mrs Holbey and my daugb- 
terar 

' Thank you kindly, hut we are so much engaged tfai^ 
evening,' was generally the answer, with the addition 
somelimesof ' Youknow, *Squiie, we politicians have so 
little time to devote to ladies.' 

' Just so, just so,' responded the crafty 'Squire, oMiged 
to take thp slight whether it was palatable or not, ' (hat le 
what 1 often t^l them,' and the family amidst a nightly 
influx of company, had now lived some weeks in die city 
in almost total solitude. What this desertion could mean, 
is beyond our power to explain, but Mrs Holbey always 
chose to attribute it to the malignant influence of a certain 
family &uii the same town, n^o happened most unfortu- 
nately Offtake up their residence in the same neighbcff- 
hood, and whose distant and somewhat contemptuous 
manners they always chose to style poUtiaU periectOioa, 
But whatever was the cause of 'Squire Holbey's fire^de . 
being deserted, it is certain Ms lady's want of industry and 
perseverance was not. That amiable wcanan (for she al- 
ways bore the character of a very uniable woman) bad 
iqitm her first arrival in the city bu^d her imagination, 
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and taxed her invention, to contrive the very best way of 
tnakin^ their debut in society. Among other inqufrie^tih^ 
bad been tr^-ing to ascertain the most fashionable [dace of 
woi'ship, and understanding there was more of vhat ehtf 
cbose to style the nobUiiy frequented T— — - Church Ihan 
any other, she immediately determined the place of their 
first public appearance, and persuading her husband to 
hire an expensive seat in the most sightly part of it, sbe 
commenced preparations for the eaeuing Sabbath, 

To do her justice she had a very good taste of her own 
ia respect to dress; her arrangement of colors, of girdles, of 
buckles, and rings and bracelets, and in fine, of all the 
frippery of the modern toilet, wer6 as well planned as those 
sort of things can be, and aftfer a week of most laborious 
preparation, the family Were at length ready to make 
their first appearance. 

The bell of T Church had nearly done tolling 

when Mrs Holbey, leaning on the arm of her htisband, 
dnd' leading a procession of three young ladies, and two 
small boys, brustled into the porch. The elevation of her 
spirits however had been somewhat damped by the Very 
solenm appearance of the ftjilding as she appi^hied it. 
The dark and sombre hue of the walls was not relieved 
by the funeral shade of weeping willows, that all arotmd 
hung their pendant branches over the sleeping dead, 
vhUe the finely cbisseled but mouldering monuments be- 
neath, too plainly told the end of earthly glory. The very 
a^te, Mrs Holbey protested, 'looked more like a monument 
than a steeple,' nor. was the strange &ehngs awaMlted 
in her bosom at all dissipated upon her entrance into the 
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THE HOLBEY FAMILY. 13 

Church, and a kind of Bhudder crept over her, as she dis- 
covered by the time-worn inscriptions on the marUe flags 
beneath, that she was stepping over the ' dust to dust ' of 
former ages. The last stroke of the bell was heard e'er 
she gained the pew, and the dmp toned organ commenced 
a fancral dirge. Mrs Holbey could scarce tell where she 
VfSB, wliile the solemn peal echoed through the lofty arches 
and seemed to lose itself in (he clouds — then suddenly de- 
scending, some chord in the bass would almost shake the 
building to its centre. The instrument was evidently 
touched by a master's hand, and so abscffbed was the wo- 
man of the world (for she wasnotinsensibleto the cbfumsof 
music) that she never thought of looking towards the pul- 
pit, until the last note had ceaad to vibralcon her ear. The 
first glance in that direction discovered between the chan- 
cel and the desk the black pall suspended over the remains 
of some fellow being now about to be committed (o their 
last home. The surrounding pews hung with black, and 
filled with well dressed mourners, umounced the departed 
was of some note ; a deep and unbidden sigh escaped fix)m 
her bosom, while the sentence ' Sk trtauit ghria mimA* 
involuntarily escaped from the lips of Mr Holbey, The 
lady on hi^eft started, with something of a look of pleased 
. em|Hise ; this person we will mw introduce to our readers. 
Adelaide Mellville was an oif^an, the daughter of Mrs 
Holbey's wily sister, and committed to h^r care, and that 
of Mr Holbey, 1^ her parents, who both ffilting a prey to 
acontagioue disease, died within a shOTt time of each other. 
Mr Mellville would have preferred willing her to his only 
broth^ then in Europe, but as no correspondence bad been 

2 
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Kiipt up 'with him, and they were ignorant of lus particular 
situation, it was thought most advisable to leave her to 
friends nearer home, and with ill judged and indiscreet 
confidence they bequeathed to him at tlie some time their ' 
whole property without s^ifying its amount, or requiring 
any kind of {dedge that it should be devoted to the main- 
tenance of their wphon child. There were some trifling 
debta to pay, and aa in all cases of sudden death^theprq)- 
erty was left in some confusion, but Mr Holbey, sole exe- 
cutor of the will, set himself most eamesily to worlc to set- 
tle the estate, the amotint of which he declared to be little 
or nothing, and that he considered it bringing up Adelaide 
upon charity to take her into his family and educate her 
with his daughters, but as she was so desolate, and besides 
nearly related it should be done. This of course did not 

blind the inhabitants of the town of , who knew that 

Mr. Mellville began the world with a decent property, and 
tliat he had been remarkably prudent and industrious in 
hia business, never engaging in any rash speculations 
whereby he could have encumbered his estate, 
- toor Adelaide had now been some years in the family, 
and compelled aa they made her beheve, to eat the bread 
of dependence, ihoUgh she in reality was the only person 
imposed upon. Nor wereuhere wanting persons to inahi- 
uate as much to the orphan, and to advise her to have the * 
matter of the Will investigated, and ascertain whether her 
iather, who was constantly delirious during the last days 
of his life, was competent to make a will. But whether 
she liad loo high an.opinion of her adopted parents to be- 
lieve them capable of such flagitious conduct, or whether 
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she feared (o make art attempt, wliich might prove abor- 
tive, and have only a tendency to incense her guudianS) 
she turned a deaf ear to all such iDsimiatioos, and contin- 
ued her life of mortification and passive obedience. 

Adelaide Mellville was no common character, aitlioiigh 
she might appear in some things le lack worldly wisdom; 
her mind wa^ of a superior order, and having availed her- 
self of every meaifs of information within her power, she 
was, though only fifteen, remarkably well informed. Her 
manners were not slioWy, but lady-like and becoming. As 
to her person, it was about tlie middling height, graceful, 
but not remurkabiy elegant. Her countenance !iad tliat 
peculiar cliann denominated 'sweetness of expression,' 
and thougli indicative of youih and health, was not par- 
licularly indebted to regular features, or a dazzling com- 
plexion ; she had not the superior height, or slender waist 
• of Miss Emeline Matilda Charlotta, her eldest cousin, nor 
the bewitching graces and languishing looks of t)ie 
yo\uiger, Augusta Sophia Willelmiua, botli artificial char- 
acters, perfect automatons. 

While the mother and daughters were 'sadly wearied;' - 
as they expressed it, upon their first visit to the Church, 
their &ir cousin enjoyed a season of repose which her heart 
had long sighed for. She peiceived herconsins experienced 
a melancholy disappointment in not being siared at, and 
most awkwardly situated in being entirely unacquainted 
with the service, and wandered her aunt had not chosep 
to go where she must have felt herself more at home, and 
the simple form of worship was familiar to her ; but she 
herself inwardlvrejoiced at the strange decision, as she felt 

'"^ ' . 
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16 ARISTOCRACy, OR 

every word to be in unison with herfeelings, and the cloee 
ftttention paid to the service she felt must have a happer 
influence than the custom of standing and staring about. 
The eeirice was read by ayoung and very eiegantlooldng 
man, but the sennon was from an a^d clergyman, who 
looked as tliough he had almost survived the period when 
mortal" hopes or mortal fears animate the breast. The 
family of Mr Holbey retired from the house of God with 
the mortifying conviction that not a single human being 
had observed tliem, and according to what they supposed 
fashion, absented themselves in the aHernoon, as Mrs 
Holbey had been told the kaut ton never rose from table 
imtil four o'clock. 

Adelaide, gratified by her morning's attendance, entrea- 
ted permission to leave the dinner-table and occupy the 
pew in the afternoon, a request which was readily panted, 
as Mrs Holbey observed after her departure, ' she thought 
it best there should be some distinction between the girts, 
and she did not know but this was as good a way to shew 
it as any other, for there would be none but devotees in 
Church in the afternoon. Her niece, however, had the 
satisfaction of hearing an excellent discourse from the 
young clergyman who read the service in the morning, 
delivered too, with much spirit and animation. She wish- 
ed much to have been able to join in the service, and in- 
effectually sought to find it, when a fair hand was gently 
laid on the book, and turned to the place ; and in sii]g^g 
she stood up with the congregation, though unable tofum 
to the hymn, the same liand removed the book and sub- 
stituted another, which enabled her to join in the song ef 
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praise. She had a. voice of great compase, and meet me- 
lodious sweetness, and it chimed bo well with that of her 
unknown friend, one would have thought them both pfo- 
ceeding from the aame person. 

When the congregation were dismissed Adelaide turned 
round to exchange the book, and her grateful and expres- 
sive glance met one of equal intelligence Irom one who 
wore the loveliest countenance she tliought she had ever 
beheld. She watched the receding form of the stranger, 
until finding herself ahnost alon^ she slowly lefl, and 
sought her desert of a home. 



Upon reaching street, Adelaide found the Ihmiiy 

engaged in listening to a new Play, which Mrs Holbey 
was reading aloud, and which her fair daughters protested 
they meant to see in the course of the week. Adelaide 
retired to her room after obtaining permissioa to take a 
book firan her uncle's library, liere she selected Heney's 
Meditations, and with that and her Bible, paeseda tranquil 
evening. 

While sitting at breakfast next morning, for the fast 
time Mrs Holbey thought to inquire ' how her niece en- 
joyed Iierself at Church the jK^ceding afternoon V 
2* 
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' Much better tiian in the morning,' was the reply.' ' I 
understood the service then, from haying the places found 
me.' 

* Then some antiquated devotee was kind enough to 
take you under her special protection, 1 understand- there 
are no others out in the afternoon.' 

'They must have an overflowing majority of that class 
then,' retorted her niece. ' I did not perceive any dimmu- 
tion in number. The lady who was so kind as to assist 
me was young, and had the most beautiful face I ever be- 
held.' 

'Really,' said her aunt, 'well I' doubt not there are 
young devotee's as well as old ones, and by and by there 
may be a pair of you.' This was followed by a loud 
laugh, in which she was joined by the young ladies. 

'Well for my part,' said Mr Holbey, for the first time 
joining in the conversation, 'I see nothing more than com- 
mon pohteness in it ; I wish some of the gentlemen had 
been as civil to me.' 

In a populous city Mrs. Holley soon discov^'ed (he 
Church was no place for display, certainly not to make 
acquaintance in, and her invention was upcni the rack to 
contrive some other method. Her eldest daughter was 
too tall to send to school, but the youngest she resolved to . 
send to a boarding school hard by, where she understood 
the daughters of some of the most affluent and influential 
persons in the city were educatiag. Having by dint (rf 
persevering inquiry learnt something of the habits and 
regulations of the school, and that the Principal was a 
person vei-y accessible to flattery, she commenced opera- 
tions. 
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On the eneuing Saturday, (the only day iii the week in 
which the Preceptress received calls to herself,) Mrs. Hol- 
ley, and her two daughters elegantly dressed, stepped into 
a hackney coach and proceeded to the school, though it 
was only at the end of the street in which they hved. Af- 
ter being announced, she was ushered %to the little parlor 

where madame S received her visitors. Here the ' 

lofty Mrs Holbey commenced by informing that lady, 'she 
had been some time intjuiring for the most accomplished 
ineliuctress in the city ; that she understood besidea there 
was none but children of the first families admitted, which 
was certainly the greatest recommendation, as she could 
not consent to her daughter's mixing in society that one 
knew nothing of, and entirely out of thek line — that her 
husband and herself would be grieved to have them ac- 
<iuire vulgar notions, iinstuled lo Iheir rank in life, but she 
felt persuaded there would be no danger here, and that 
they could have no fairer model to form Iheir manners af- 
ter than their amiable Preceptress.' That omio6/e cAornc- 
ter was entirely overpowered, and curtseying to the very 
ground, she returned her acknowledgments for the com- 
pliment, and promised every thing in her power towards 
the promotion of llie young lady. She had penetration 
sufficient to understand what was required of her, and felt 
no scru^es at pushing a young lady into the really respect- 
able ciiele that generally composed her school, of whose 
family, habils of life, and even moral character she was 
fffofoundly ignorant. Her payments were made in ad- 
vance, which terms were cheerfully complied with by 
Mrs, HoUey, and a present of a handsome bank note 
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for aiiy little extra trouble the new Bcholarmiglitoccanon 
during ttie fitst quarter, completed the contract, and Au- 
gusta was soon settled in her new quarters ^itli a perfect 
understanding between mother and governess. 

At the school of Mrs. S Augusta was introduced 

to the young ladies as the child of wealthy and most re- 
spectabe parents, and the young ladies were particularly 
requested to shew her every attention and be strictly care- 
ful of their manners before her, as her parents were exceed- 
ingly strict, and her mother one of the most elegant and 
accomplished women in the country. This, jdned to the 
rich wardrobe and costly (Hiiaments of Augusta, carried 
the point Childien are generally taken \vith gewgaws, 
but this was not alL Augusia, who was very artful, soon 
discovered many of the ladies had pious parents, and she 
counterfeited so well, that they soon beUeved her and her 
parents models of piety, and she soon had invitations to 
visit the misses at home, and they in turn visited her, her 
sister of course was often included in these invitations. 
The courtesy of Mrs Holbey towards her young guests, 
en gained upon them, that at length some of the parents of 
tlie scholars were induced to call on her, and thus a sys- 
tem of visiting was conmienced wliich caused Mi*s Holbey 
to congralylate herself more than once upon her talents 
for conducting a setge. 

Now it may be supposed that Mr Holbey was immense- 
ly rich, or his lady could not have sSorded the expense of 
pushing into fesbionable life at so dear a iTtte. To correct 
such a mistake, we will just state that liis income was 
a very moderate one. He had inherited a email es^te 
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from his father, and to that had joined the proceeds of the 
goods and chattels of the deceased Mr MellviUe, and both 
had been augmented by a laborious attention to business. 
He had now for some years given up trade, and been a 
Justice of Peace, and held Bundry lucrative offices, all of 
which, to use the language of his neighbors, ' he made the 
mott of.' His present business, whatever it was, was 
rather uncertain in its rewards and emoluments, and de> 
pended something upon the success of the object for wliicb 
he was employed to labor — of that bye and bye. 

To industry and perseverance, Mr Holbey joined ecoii- • 
omy the most rigid, and had a real help-male in his ac- 
complished wife, who managed their family expenses so 
well, as to be able to make a great show at a very moder- 
ate expense. To tell how this was done, we fear we 
should be obliged to disclose some of the secrets of high 
hfe, but as oui history could not be ao well understood 
without going somewhat into the minutia, and as their 
disclosure may possibly benefit same aspiring individual 
who has long sought this phiiosopher't tlotte we trust we 
shall be excused. 

First, then, Mrs Holbey had but one servant at this 
time, and that was a young simple being, whom she had 
taken in childhood and trained to her purposes. This girl 
of course perfomied all the drudgery of the femily, though 
under the eye of her mistress, who was necessarily obliged 
to pass some of her time in domestic business. Their la. 
bor as respected cooking, was much less than one would 
have euf^Kised from the size of the &mily, since {he plain- 
est and cheapest kind of food alooe found the way to tlieir 
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table, except when they chose to malie a display, and then 
notliing in our country at least could exceed the profu- 
sion and apparent prodigality with which their table was 
decked. 

The fashion of permitting one to stand at the door an 
liour after ringing the bell, or liiling the knocker, before 
the appearance of a servant, (afasliion probably instituted 
ainong needy nobility or ruined bankrupts, in order to 
ascertain before admission, whether their visitors were 
sheriffs,) had just come up, and being the very height of 
■ ton, was of course hnmediately followed by Mrs Holbey ; 
in fact nothing could have been more convenient in their 
est^lishment, as it gave their one servant the opportunity 
to put on shoes and a clean apron, and appear at the door 
as a tidy waiting girl ; while that of oMiging the visitor to 
wait in the dramng room an equal length of lime before 
the appearance of the lady of the house, was etjually con- 
venient, it allowed time to change the dress completely, 
and even adjust the looks, which madam Holbey never 
^got to do, tliough it sometimes puzzled her judgment to 
decide which of her faces to put on. She mshed to appear 
giBceful, fascinating, condescending, and what was rather 
hardj to appeal' at the same time exceedingly dignified. 
The lady herself was aware of the difficulty, and had at 
length wisely resolved to wear but one face at a time, but 
which to adopt as the desideratum was now the question ; 
ehe could nol always be quite certain of the quahty of her 
guests, and to put on airs of condescension to persons ex- 
alted above her, by the majesty of wealth or station, or 
vice versa, would have been a sort of bungling, attended 
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with serious consequences. To prevent an evil of this sort 
she usually recoonoitered her expecting guests through a 
port-hole, and judging of their quality by their dress, and 
the degree of attention bestowed upon her s(iperbly orna- 
mented drawing-room, would regulate her features and 
address accordingly : It is true that after all this precau- 
tion she would sometimes fall into most laughable mis- 
takes, but even then she would recover herself with such 
singiJar adroitness that a stranger would be unable to say 
whether it was accident or design. 

It would require more than one volume to describe the 
various arts by which the Holbey's attained their end, suf- 
fice it to say they at lengtli succeeded in making their 
way into fashionable life, and alas ! were but little haj^ier 
after all. The bare admission into a circle where they 
could command no influence, was unable of itself to satis- 
fy the ambition of Mrs Holbey or her daughter^:, whose 
souls panted for a distinction they were never destined to ' 
attain. As to poor Adelaide ^le was but a spectator, be- 
ing but rarely permitted to viait with the family awl qiii» 
neglected in their fashionable parties. Her aunt had taken 
pains to persuade her guests * that she was a dull moping ' 
creature, and enteitained strange notions of tlmgs.' She did 
□ot dress in the style of her fashionable cousins, and Mrs 
Holbey excused her by saying that 'Adelaide did not think 
it proper for a person in a state of dependence to dress 
much,' thereby giving herself an opportunity to expatiate 
upon her own generosity in ptMecling the hapless orphan"; 
though she at the same time protested * she deserved no 
credit on that score, as her conscience told her she was 
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injuring the giri, and putting notions into her head incom- 
patible with her situation in life,' Tbi»inndious reniaik 
was often repeated, aside from her niece, to whom it was 
no grief to be neglected by the faehionaUe world, as they 
were for the most part as little adapted to her taste as ^e 
was to theirs. 

Though the world's neglect had no share in afflicting 
Adelaide, yet she had a cause of uneasinesa that ptuned 
her more than she dared to allow to her aunt, who eorae- 
times questioned her slightly on the subject, and that was 
the increasing ill humor of her Guardian, accustomed al 
all thaea to starts of rage, it had now settled down into 
confirmed peevishness ; every thing irritated him, nothing 
pleased or af^ared to give even momentary satisfaction 
at home, though he still continued to wear in company the 
same simpering smile of aj^rent good humor. Hia niece, 
who was often left at home to make his tea, when he de- 
clined making one in their parties of pleasure, felt nuve 
than any one the increasing bitterness of his temper ; she 
<tbuld often hear him walking his room in much agitatiim, 
swearing, and uttering imprecations ^at shocked her, and 
sometimes even excited her fears Six hia intellects. 

But if the occasional violence and almost constant 
peevishness of Mr Holbey were Unifying, his fits of mo- 
rosenesa and gloomy atwtraction were still more so. Scane- 
umes he would ait for an hour without apeaking, while his 
lowering brow and clenched hand seemed to say he was 
contemplating scnne deedof desperation. Adelaide thought 
it prudent to say but Uttle on the stibject to her aunt ; to 
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her uncle himsslf she ventarcd once in very mild terms lo 
hint, ■ she fenred that something unusual disturbed him,' 
and received fia answei^— 

"Weil, sut^wee it is ao— what could you do forme? 
What do you know about politics P The aq>eritywith 
which this interrelation was made, frightened poor Ade- 
laidefroni ever renewing th« subjecL 

The horror which Mrs Holbey protested she felt, upon 
^r first visit to the Church, eoon wore ofi^ but she never 
could really Uke it, and always Iament«d they had taken 
B seat in so gloomy a place, and soon besieged her hus- 
band to relinquish it, and go to another. But in this he 
for Mice asserted his independence by saying — 

* You had youx choice, madam — nothing could suit you 
but the most expeiudve seat in the most expensive building, 
and I shall not be at the trouble to hire another.* Mrs 
Holbey was constrained to submit in silenC'C, but she sel- 
dom alter this 'v^nt'out on the Sabbath, except to walk at 
the close of the day oa (he Battery. Adelaide meanwhile 
continued her attendance on public wot^hip, where she 
gradually commenced an acquaintance with the amiable 

and pious Miss E , her next neighbor, who was so 

much pleased with her meek ^d himible deportment in 
the house of prayer, that ^le at length introduced herself 
to the fair orphan, and solicited her acquaintance. Most 
gladly was the invitation accepted by one who felt herself 

BO utterly destitute of female sympathy. Miss E re- 

quesl«d her to pass a day with her during the week. 

To gain her aunt's permission to visit Miss E ■ ■ her 
niece feared would be difficult, as she kept her so much 
3 
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confined at home ; but she ventured to make the applica- 
tion, and putting her friend's card into her hand, requested 
permission to visit her on that day, 

' Most ^certainly I stiall not permit ray niece to visit a 
family of whom I have not the remotest knowledge,' was 
the reply — ' who knows, madam, but you may have [»cked 
up some very low acquaintance?- 

' Low acquaintance,' repeated Mr Hfdbey, ' it is not a 
very low name — let me sec the card ;' he toot it from 
the hand of his wife, who really tremWed with ill rejffessed 
rage. 

' You are very much mistaken madam— the E ' 
family are among the very first in the dty, a most ancient 
family, and immensely rich.' 'fhe countenance of Mra 
H<dbey undecwent a conMderable alteratioQ for the next 
three minutes, at length ehe inquired, 'if there were any 
sons in the lamily V 

' Adelaide bad observed several times a moat striking 
likeness in the countenance of tlw young Clergyman who 
occasionally officiated at church, and Miss E~— , and the 
Question for a moment coniiaed her, and she taintly an- 
swered * not that she knew <rf.' 

A loud knock at the door immediately interested the 
attenti<»t of the ladies, and the next mconent the identic^ 
young Clergyman was ushered into the drawing-nxnii. 
With iniimtable grace he immediately walked to Mr Hol- 
bey and shaking hands \vith him, introduced himself as 
Mr E-: — . Mr Holbey in his turn introduced him to his 
wife and daughters, with two or three young ladies who 
were visiting them. The young man kept turning his 
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eyes from one lo another in aome confusion, until Mr Hol- 
bej' taking a hand of A 
aunt's ctHiir, where she 1 
and upbratding looks of 

■ ' My niece, sir, I pres 
' No, sir, 1 ain not,' a 

and suiveying Adelaide 

ure, ' 1 haw not that pi 

»cnger, ^ laiher as a substitute for my sisier, who is so 

happy as to have become acquainted with Miss Mellvjlie. 

Eiiaa does not visit at present, being confined by the indiiS- 

po^tion of my father, and she entreats the favour of your 

niece's company, lo pass the day socially at our house.' 

■ Mr HoShey bowed his assent to Ihe giound, and turning 
to Adelaide, bade her go and get ready. 

The angracious looks of Mrs Holbey, and the dmk and 
withering glance directed at her niece as she left the room, 
ivas not unobscr^-ed by her guests, and the conclusion was - 
not a littering one. "She second daugiiter observed it, 
and uiwardiy regretted her mother should have dropped 
iJie mask so very inopportunely. 
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Shaktfistire. 

and her clerical 

We distance, at length stopped before aa aaci«nl gate-way 
whose heavy c: tx eouu- 

tFiea, Over the jiit iron, 

was suspended ( i ccat of 

arms, which, ll [e neat-- 

ness i«id now m glenoid 

bearings the big e it was- 

intended to pei-p icloaure 

of dark brick, and immense thickness of walltt, correspond- 
ed with the entrance : an air of gkomy grandeur seemed 
te pervade the whcde eatabhshment, and as Adelaide 
passed through the folding-door aiiinp the ^aciousentry, 
a feeling of awe involuntarily came over her, and she felt 
aa though about to appear in the presence of some superior 
being. Nor was the feeling lessened when received by her 
fair friend at the door of the sitting-room, she was led up 
to the master <^ the mansion to undergo the ceremony of 
introduction. 

The venerable figure that occupied the high-backed 
chair in the corner, corresponded with all Adelaide's idttas 
of royalty. The majestic height of his person astonished 
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her, being several inches taller than any one she had ever 
seen before. Witli a laint smile he extentled his Land to 
welcoine hie daughter'a friend, who absolutely felt her's 
U'emble in his pressure, and she thought as she ventured 
from time to time to steal a g^ace at him, she should never 
be able to describe the unearthly look which he wore, for 
he was evidently on the confines of mortality, besides 
which she could not but draw comparisons betwees the 
dignity of deportment conferred by nature and confirmed 
by educatiOTi, to that assiuued importance, wliich of all 
Mrs Holbey^s disagreeables, disgusted her the mosL 

The day passed most deliglufully to Adelaide ; the re- 
slrainl she felt at fiiBt gradually wore of^ and she became ■ 
social and agreeable. The old gentleman, as he listened 
to her artless remarks and unsophisticated laugtiage, could 
not but secredy compliment his dau^ter*s duscemment. 

Mr E had been a patriot and a soldier during our 

revolutionary struggle, and he could not converse long 
with any one without adverting to a subject, which of all 
others except one, interested him most. The subject of 
our National Independence was one that always srouscd 
the attention, and almost abswbed the faculties of his 
youthful guest, and the judicious remarks which she made 
from time to time upon subjects which do not usually en- 
gage the attention of females, perfectly charmed her audi- 
tors. She was well read b the history of her country, and 
her fine memory readily retained every tiling interesting 
to her feelings. In childhood she had often heen seatc<t 
■on the knee of" her grand-Jaiiier McUviUfj, and heard him 
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recount tlie exploits of hiniBelf and his regimeot. He had 
been an officer in the service, and the affection of his little 
grand-daughter treasured up every wofd she ever heard 
him utter. Years had paseed since he was numbered with 
the clods of the valley, but the im]»es8ion left on her mind 
was but as of yesterday. 

Though an advocate for liberty and equality, and one 
who had ri^ed his life in the service of the Republic, yet 
it was easy to discern the elder Mr E — ~— was one who 
valued himself upon the distinctions of blood; Descended 
from an ancient and honorable family in Elngland, and 
always accustomed to genteel and well educated society, 
it s(»netimee went strangely against his feeUngs to mingle 
with the motley multitude that the chances of life threw 
him among, in fact be had very nearly come to the con- 
clusion that there was aiid eu^t to be, two distinct class- 
es in society, viz., the well-born and well-bred, and the 
low-bom and vulgsff. There was one 'thing, however, at 
this time that rather tenipered hisieelings on this subject. 
He had become a warm partizan of Mr Jefferson in op- 
position to the administration of Mr Adams ; personal in- 
tercourse wiA both these gentlemen in former days, had 
given him an insight into their respective characters, and 
he had hailed with deUght the pixwpect of exalting his 
favorite candidate. He was aware that the sentimenu of 
the new admmistration (for Mr Je&rson had juat gone 
into office,) were diametrically opposed to his awn ariflto- 
cratic notions, and to be consistent, he labored as much as 
possible t« keep them in the back ground, nevertheless 
they would sometilnea peep out 
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Mr E , withtheinconsistency wehavementioned, 

was yet a sterliog character, a man of perfect integrity and 
great firoiness of purpose : there was nothing vacillating 
about him ; no wavering, no compromiang with princi- 
[4es ; whatever cause be eepoused, he was sure to stimd 
by in the worst of tiraes. His heart w purpose never fail- 
ed him ; this had acquired him the character of obstinacy, 
though in private life he was known to be exceedingly in- 
dulgent and yielding. He was always cou}iniuiica(ive 
and intelligent, and his insight into the politics of the day 
Was only exceeded by his penetration of the human char- 
acter. 

During the day Adelaide, who was walking roundlo 
examine some drawings, and in particular, an old fashion- 
ed picture of the stomyng of Quebec, empanneled in the 
mantel-fHece, happened to cast her eyes upon a plat of the 
city of Washington ; after examining it for some lime, ebe 
said with a agh — 

' I should like to have been there at the inauguration of 
the new President.' - 

The countenance of Mr E brightened. ' Then,* 

said be, < you are <Hie of his friends and admirers I sup- 
pMe.' Adelaide stopped confused, a deep b]u^ over* 
spre^ her face, which increased to crimstm, upon per- 
ceiving the young Clergyman had drc^ped the newspaper 
b« waa examining, and fixed his eyes upon her with a 
mo0t interrogative look. 

' Why 1 realty ** "wt know what to say,' she answered, 
' I was mer«ly thinkiug of the splendor of the spectacle, 
luB character is c<anparatively but UtHe known yet^^ 
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tmd I — I cannot possibly be euppoeed to know much of 
politica.' 

• Not known, not known,' repeated Mr E * the 

writer of the Declaration of Independence— the— ^ ' 

'PfuiJon me,' said Adelaide, '/jbracbut very little of 
him ; I have been in the way of hearing much said of 
the new adminietration, but by its enemies (Hily.' 

' By some proud aristocrats like mc perhaps, loth to 
give up the distinctions of rank, and to become plain citi- 
zens'.' - 

"'No, 1 believe,' said Adelaide, with a smile, 'the persons 
to whom I allude had no such distinctions lo relinquish.' 

' They had high offices in the State to lose perhaps,* 

continued Mr E , 'and that amounts to about as 

much.' 

' 1 believe not,' said Adelaide, (starting at the moment 
fOT fear she was in aorae way committing her friends,) my 
uncle has not lately held any office, no high one at any 
time.' 

* Very likely, very likely,' said Mr E , * I am not 

ignorant that some of the raoet violent aristocrats we have 
ift the country have no distinctions to give up, and can 
have none to hope fw except the distinction of wealth. It 
is the aristocracy of wealth alone they aim to establish. 
Now of all the sources of dfetinclion this certainly is the 
lAost ridiculous, since the ^ave to^y may be the master 
to-morrow.' 

' And for that very reason,* said the son, (for the first 
time taking part in the conversation,) 'the most inoffen- 
sive. The oppreAion of the rich man is at best of short 



THE HOLBfit FAillI.y. 13 

duraticUl, siiicti property is continually changing masters^* 

* You are entirely mistaken in the inference, my sdq^:, 
retorted Mr E ', ' the knowledge that diBlinclion may 
jxove short Uved, only operates to make it more intolera- 
\Ae. There is something in the human heart that resists 
the oj^H'ession of wealth in a peculiar manner^ and many 
persons who woUld yield to the superiority of those who 
claimed precedence on account of their birth and breeding, 
would deny the right of wealth to exact respect, and coii- 
ader all pretensions on that score as usurpation. TI% in- 
solence of wealth is even more obnoxious than the prover> 
bial insolence of office, a:id both harder to be conceded to 
than that of rank.' 

*I cannot conceive of tliat,' said Adelaide, 'since riches, 
though like all earthly things, transitory, have yet some 
substance to tliem, " rank we know is a phantom, honor a 
hubUe ;" riches at least have a tangible form, and may 
be made subservient to our comforts, but what blood has 
helped any one 1 For my part 1 cannot conceive of any 
one being entitled to more respect &r being the son of a 
gentlemaji,' 

' Well done, my httle republican philosopher,' said th« 
(ddgentlemanlaughing, 'hut as lamdetenniqeijtomakQ 
you understand me, I want your particular attention 
while I tell you why they are entitled to more respect. 

Yoii know that intellectual ac<:|uiremcnts and refinement 
of mind and manners does entitle the possessor to respect. 
Young as you are, you caniv)t be itisensible to the la,ct, that 
next to rehgion, there is nothing that has operated eo beno 
eficiaUy in Restraining vice, aa the progress of refinement. 
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In a moral point cf view, then, refUieiaent ia an dvject of 
respect ; we ^rant that the son of a day laborer may be- 
come possessed of a great share, by close study and much 
observation and exertion ; whenever this is the cam such 
peisons'are entitled to peculiar respect and admiration, both 
for having surmounted the difficulties that obstructed their 
way, and for that innate taste that led ihem to acqoiie 
Something so amiable and desirable. The instances of 
persons bursting such barnera are however compiuvtivety 
rare, and the manners and language of permnt efyeater- 
daj, as the phr;tse is, be they ever so fashionable andshowy, 
ere universally deficient in i-efiuemeut ; some vulgaiism 
is always slipping out, or some lamentable ignorance dis- 
covering itself ill things which every one ought to be mp- 
posed-to Itnow. 

'Possibly such person may be the sou of affluent pa- 
rents, who have acquired their Wtyllh by lionest industry, 
but who could not injjecoming rich change their whole 
character, and therefore with the prqjcrty bestowed upon 
(lieir son, tliey necessarily bequeath a portion of their man- 
ueia and ideas. 0{f>oae to such an one a person who has 
for many succe^ve -generations descended frran- a race of 
redned and intellectual people, placed by peculjnr circum- 
etancw above the sordid employment of laboring for riches, 
and you will at once see the difference. Whatever your 
opinicKie with respect to equality in a Republic, (and I am 
happy to eay they corresptrnd with my own,) you could 
not nor would not withhdd a respect and a revermce that 
sordid wealth will never receive frwri you.' 
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' Tliere is no resisting your words, dear sir, (said his 
youthful antagonist,) particularly as the demonstraticn of 
your argument is now before me.' The eyes of Sidney, 
the young Clergyman, sparkled with delight at the com- 
(Aiment to his father, while the old gentleman bending 
his majescic perecm, answered by a low bow. * I question, 
however,' said Adelaide, resuming the subject after a mo- 
ment's pause, and sighing deeply, ' whether one's happi- 
ness would increase by occasional intercourse with persons 
(rf the latter description, when obliged, to associate daily 
with the former, and I more than ever rejoice at the pros- 
pect of levelliog even such djstinctioas, and by obliging us 
all to labor for our daily bread, bringing us more upon an 
equality, and saving poor unfortimates hke me from feel- 
ings of inferiority that are rather painful.' 

* A great deal will be attempted at levelling idle and 

urniecesaary distinctions,' scud Mr E thoughtftilly, 

'iMit it will not be eSected without much ojqtosition ; this 
country is but h^ letiAutionized ycL Mr Jef&rson is 
perhaps the beat'-|i^86(i'to go on with the wwk ; he de- 
tests bU oatenltui^' Is plain even to homeliness himscli^ 
instead of aaauminj^ wluit does not belong to him, he ac- 
tually disclaims W&at does. I never knew a man who 
" bore bis fociltttes so meekly " as our present Chief Mag- . 
istrate. Thera has been viiJent oppositioD to his electitHi, 
but the contest has but jusl c<«iunenced ; oceans of ink 
will yet be spent in impeactung his motives, and vilifying 
his vharacler ; what success his enemies may have we 
ciuinot now say, but pOBtCTity will do him justice; ,3maica 
tfill be proud to mro/ hit name among the mott able of her 
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Stalesmen, bcr greatest PhiIosD[^ers ; no calumnies can 
or will deter him from the steady course he is pursuing 
for the pubhc good ; no caballing or intriguing alter bis 
purpoeea in the least ;■ and the benefits which his Bdatitu»- 
(ration will procure for the country I doubt not will be ftlt 
and appreciated by very remote generations.' 

'There are those,' said Sidney, suddenly roueiDg ftona 
a fit of abstraction, and abruptly taking a part in the c<»i- 
versation, * there are thoee who at this very moment I ap- 
prehend are plotting conspiracies that will as surely fitU 
and bury them in its ruit^ as other natwal effect follows 
its cause ' — ^he turned an inquisitive eye upon Adelaide, 
but she answered not ; the color came and went in quick 
succession ; she might have said with Hamlet's ghost, 
" But that I am forbid to tell the secrets of my prison- 
iiouse, I could a tale unfold " — whatever she had thought 
before, a new Ught now broke upon her mind, and the 
views it gave her were piunful and alarming ; Sidney ob- 
served her look of gloom and abstraction, and suddenly 
rising said—, 

* We tire Miss Mellville — come ladies accept my arm, 
and take a w^k in the garden ; you have not seen our 
garden, yet, Adelaide — 1 beg your pard(»i — Miss Mell- 
TiUe.' 

' Oh, call me Adelaide, by all means,' said she, ' I low 
to be mlled so by my friends.' 

• Then I will nevef call you by any other,' said Sidney, 
' I love to address my Mends without ceremony.' 

They walked in the garden until sundown, when Eliza 
entreated her brother to go in, saying the evening air would 
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e hifl cough. Adelaide now discovered for the fint 
time, that Uie int^esting f oung Clergyman was an inva- 
yd, and the dry hacking cough which now began to 
tioublfi him at the ckise of day, compelled her to believe a 
confirmed aoe. A p'rag ^ot through her boeom that al- 
most rent her heart asunder ; it was in vain she reasoned 
and etniggled against the agonizing apjvehenedon of Bid- 
uey'e iq^iroaching diBsolution ; in vain she repeated toher- 
9^ 'he is but the acquaintance ofa day,' tears repeatedly 
fiVGdd themselves to her eyec^ and it was only by the peal- 
t)A self-ccmmaod that she swallowed the rising sob of 
^motioB. Yet Adelaide had not the most distant thought 

of loving Sidney E other than aa a friend and e^qrit- 

ual teacher, and the brother of Eliza. She had tea the 
BKwt part sat under hie preaching through the past winter, 
lud E^ considered it a means of having euli^tened her 
nuod in s^tual things, and though she was ^tbundly 
ignorant of die [duases used to exfrtas a change of heart 
yet it » certain htt mind had during that period received 
a tasting tnas, and that the things of time and etetoity had 
siaca loi^ied entirely different. Whoever takes the trouble 
to p^uee the history of her ev^itlul life to the pfsiod to 
winch we have brought it, will be convinced that lurfhing 
but divine grace could have supported so young a sulbrer 
ibiough such singtilat trials. v 

Adelaide felt her obligaUcvia to Si4ney &— asa means 

(rf enlightening ho: .aaind, and strengthening her in the 

path of doty. -^Hiere had beea times when the painful 

fee^gs occaaoned by her peculiar sitUBlitni in the lunUy 

4 
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where Provi<leDce bad [daced her, ahuoet amounted Ut 
impatience, and the feelings of her heart towards those 
who continued hourly to annoy her, and lacerate her feel- 
ixtgB, almoet to averaon. Against theae natural infinni' 
ties, the man of God had set forth the [»ohibitions of th« 
Gospel, and could he have been acquainted with her situ- 
ation in every painful particular, (as Adelaide sometimes 
foncied he was by iotuiUon,) he could not have addressed 
her more to the purpose. This will not appear surprising 
to any one at all acquainted with this subject ; they know 
that no person ever was benefitted by preaching until they 
could take some part of it to themselyes, and that they 
very often fancy it really addressed to tbem, and that their 
individual case is the wh<Je aim of the preacher's dis- 
course ; but to return, she bfecame entirely resigned to hei 
situation,' and feeling convinced that her heavenly Father 
"had for some wise purpose determined the [iace of her 
habitation, resolved to abide patiently by the decision imtil 
it should please Him to remove her, and to consider those 
who were so regardless of her feelings, as instruments ap- 
pointed for her correction or sanctification. She longed 
to express her gratitude to Sidney as being the instrument 
of promoting such a happy state of feeling, but diifidence 
prevented her ; now, however, that she was aware of his 
declining state of health, she determined, to sieze the first 
favOTiiile opportunity ; none offered this time, though he 
pcrafeted in escorting her safe home in thecaniagB. That 
day week was fixed on for another visit, and she felt 
she should almost count the hou^ until the day came ■ 
jotmd. 
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Upon reaching her aunt's parlor Adeldde found herself 
surrounded by a gay eet of her cousins' acquaintance, who 
evidently treated her with more attention than they had 
ever doue before. 

' Who saw you home f said Mrs Holbey, with one (rf 
her disagreably inquisitive looks. 

' Mr E ,' said the conscious Adelaide, and ^er cheek 

was instantly suffused with blushes. 

' Oh !' said one of the giddy girls, ' so you are to be a 
Parson's lady — your servant, ma'am,' rising and making 
a low curtsey: Many other witticisms followed from her 
cousins, which drew forth loud and r^ated burets of 
laughter from the company ; at length Adelaide ventured 
to put in a word. 

' As reacts Mr. E , I am afraid no one will have 

that lionor speedily, he is a confrimed invahd, and if he 
lives through the summer, (she felt herself shudder,) will 
leave this country in the autumn for a warmer climate. 

This remark seemed to finish the discussion, and the 
object of such ill-timed raillery gladly availed herself of 
the plea of fatigue to retire to bed ; it was not to repose 
though ; the incidents of the past day and the conversation 

at Mr E 's, continued to agitate her through an almost 

sleepless night. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Of all the subjects of affliction in thia world of Jxial, there 
is none perhaps that more desorvei our pity (among those 
whose 80IT0WS are purely sentimental) than the pcreoD 
whose aflections are placed upon a being daily and hourly 
lading before them like the drooping flower, and gradually 
hastening to that ' bourne from which no traveller returns,* 
Many a young heart has been broken by this son'ow, while 
the world knew not of it — many a reputed misanthrope 
who has been accused of the want of human feeling, has 
deeply felt on this subject — they once perhaps felt that 
all their joys, hopes, expectations and anticipations were 
over, and afier that felt not again forever. There is a 
feeling about the heart whose hopes have been withered 
in the bud, unequalled by any other pang the world can 
have in store. 

To wander forth in the damp air of midnight, and steal 
to the lonely grave, or 'clasp the cold vm of her he loved,' 
has often been the sole enjoyment of many whom the 
world has considered invulnerable to sorrow, as cold, un- 
feeling, and insensible. The stone that covered all their 
joys reveals not the secret, and many a sufferer of this de- 
scription has gradually sunk into the grave, and followed 
the iDeloved ehade to the land ut^own, without the cause 
even being suspected. 
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It was not long before the susceptiUe Adelaide became 
acqiuuQted with the real state of her heart. Aitd h^e, 
perhaps, we may blame and accuse her of indulging a dmv- 
bid sensibility, and reflect upon her [vudence in not exer- 
cising the very anperior sti!<ragth of mind with whictr^e 
was gifted. But why accuse her t The human heart ia 
destined to love once, if do more, and it is in youth akme 
that we are capable t^ imbibing this sentiment ; by long 
utercourae with the world the heart bectHnes cicatrized 
and ii no longer liable to such impressions ; say what we 
will, it is not possible to faff m lone, as the phrase t% after 
thirty j interest, convenience, various motives may de- 
termine people to marry after ihii^ aod there may be some- 
thing' of a preference founded in reason, but as to love, the 
thing is imposdl^ ; but to return. 

Adelaide again and again repeated her vifits ; some- 
. times she would resolve to go less, hat then how could she 
be 90 barbarous, her presence was so very acceptable to 
father and son, and so almost indispensable to the daugh- 
ter, and she continued the dangerous indulgence. She 
had asauned courage to t^ the son the eflect of his 
preaohii^ on her mind, and added to oAer ties he now 
considered her as his childin the Gospel. She had receiv- 
ed with him the holy communion, and been made a mem- 
ber of the church where he occasionally ministered ; his 
deportment towards her was such as a bnriher's might 
have been, aodsuch as became a dying Chnstian too; con- 
virtced in his 01^ mind that his time would be diort, ba 
labored to employ the few fleeting hours left him, io the 
4* 
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senrice of his heavenly Master. To Btrecgthen the faith, 
imtntct the judgment, ' and direct the prindples of Ade- 
laide wee a fitTorite csnidofment of Sidney, and such was 
the situation of Ins mind during the aimmer, that hcmerer 
mi^ltcted the et&te of h«*8 until towards the close of iL 
When the time drew near to make prc^eiatioas fix the 
voyof^ he oberarcd the subject disturbed ber, and when 
be kindly took her hand,^ and observed * that Christians 
duHild not sorrow as otbera at earthly separationB, becauas 
they were sure of meeting agaie in Heaven,' he felt it 
tremble, and eaatohing H away, she covered hw fece and 
BcMied with vi(4ence. ' Ah me 1 this surety is the bitterest 
of All,' exdaimed Kdaey, rising attd walkk>g the nxoa ia 
great agitation, * Adelaide, for my sake, and that of my 
suffering family, I entreat you shew more finnness, if you 
feel so much, what must they sufier 1 

Adeliude raised her heed and gave hkn aac look, but 
tlukt look spoke volumes, it was not in oature to misun- 
derstand or reag^ it, and in a moment he was again by hoc 
side. 

' Addaide— dearest I if I could hve, but that yoaknow 
is impossible,* and he added with difficulty, ' when I an 
gone think as Utile of me as possible.* Eliza here t^wned 
the door and stopped irresotute, undelwmined whether to 
enter or iKit. Sidney beckoned her, and pittii^ the hand 
of Adelaide within hei^s, ftindy articulated, ' be astera,^ 
and left the room, ^aag did the two afihcted young wo- 
men weep in each o&em arms, though they both agreed 
to avoid ever after saying any thing whidi could m the 
laast agittUe or distress their bdoved Ix'Olher. 
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But where, it may be oeked, was the prodencc of her 
aunt 1 Did she not eee the danger of exposing ha niece to 
the attnictiona (d' this sbguIaiifintereUingiavRlidl Bhe 
did aee! the danger, and anticipated a maliciouifrfeAsare in 
(be trial which she itHesaw was [veparing for the gende 
Adelaide. Her niece prosperoufily married would ba'm 
been something she coidd scarce have witnessed, but 
droqwig, afflicted, brokeu hearted, it was an image she 
delighted to dwell on, and though she had once residved 
^e should visit Mr. E *a no more, she bad been in- 
duced even to the humbling of her own mortified vamty, 
(for she was dctct included in the inritation,) to cfnuent 
to the cootinualion of this intimacy upon this voy c<Huid- 
eration. She rejoiced in the certain prospect ot treasuring 
up eomnr for her niece. 

The day at length arrived when Sitfany was to lad 
adieu to his country and beloved foniily as he firmly be- 
Ueved foKmH*. The parting sceoe was a me&t. afiecting 
one ; the two girls had resolved to suppteM their feelings 
before him, but Eliza could not fbrbeM sobbing on his neck, 
aad Adelaide, when ^e advanced to shake huida with . 
Um, fdt henelf tremble so vblently it waewith diffici^ 
she could itaad ; for a moment Sidney h^ her hand in 
his, and gazed on her with unutterable feeling; then rais- 
ing it reepectiidly to his hp^ withdrew. Eliza sprang to 
the window to hara a iaA look as he aacemded the car- 
nage, when a sodden torolamaCion ftvn Mr E -caused 

her to Mep back— her friend had Ainted, and the fedije 
aim of ber afflicted fiuher was endntming to raise liei 
from the fiDor ; ihe soon faMmver recovered, md was ooik 
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Teyed from the room ; ehe desired to be left alme, abd 
£liz& reluctantly returned to the sitting room. 

* Had 1 kDOwn thia before, Eliza,' said Mr E , ' we 

mi^t have prevailed perhaps upon this afflicted young 
creature to accompany Sidney abroad ; so kind a nurse, 
so sweet a c<Hnpani4^ might have done much for him ; if 
die had only gone, too, as Sidney's wife, my heart would 
have been eased <^ half its load.' 

'Say not so, dear father,' said Eliza, 'it would have 
been cniel indeed ; there would probably in that case have 
been two victims instead of one, and I think we had better 
say nothing of this sort before her; she is a Christian, and 
is endeavoring to bow her mind and wilt to the will of 
God.* 

•' True, true,' eaiA the venerable parent, ' perhapa it is 
better as it is ; at all events it can do no good to mention 
it now, but my heart bleeds ftx her— she has been a great 
cjirafiHt to ue, but it would have been better frar her never 
to ^VG bectnae acquainted.* 

' You fotgeit, dear father,' said his daughter, * that her 
imnwrtal soul might have been saved through the instru- 
mentaKty of our dear Sidney ; if so, what are the sorrows 
of parting ccanpared with the bliss of an eternal re-union in 
Heaven? 

Had Adelaide heard the conversation in the ratting- 

' room, mo^ probity she would have felt a ptuig^ of regret 

tliat she could not have ^ared the &te of the object of her 

ar^mt and romantic itfeMion ; but Provideice had other 

^towmoreimportant^Mpices toexactof her; shewasdes- 

# tilnd to a higher honw than watching orer the xick bed 
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of an amiaHeand pious husbuid, all excellent and fH^ise- 
worthy as such an employment might have been. 

Upon returning to her uncle's bouse three days after the 
sailing of Ifae ship, the haggard looks of the youthful suf- 
ferer sufBciently teatiiied to the trial she had undregone. 
To mingle with the gay and frivolous company who fre- 
quented her aunt's, had never been her wi?h, and ehe oow 
more than ever rejoiced that she was not thought worthy 
of their society, aa in the present state of her feelings what 
was only painful before had become intoleraUe. Yet she 
felt the hand that had smitten her, and her grief was sof- 
tened by the belief that it was the co[recli<Hi of her heav- 
enly Father. 

The ensuing winter was past in great anxiety on the 

part of the E family as well as with their afflicted 

young friend ; owing to a very long passage to Bayonne, 
and other adverse circimiatances, no news <^ Sidney came 
to band until spring ; but when a letter arrived in that 
well known hand, the delight of Eliza and her aged pa- 
rent were intense. The Paris post-mark announced he 
had not only escaped the danger of the sea, but lived 
long enough to reach that place, and when in addition to 
this they learnt hie health was much amended, and that 
the atricture in his breast which caused the distressing 
cough he was afflicted with, seemed almost entirely re- 
moved, they felt they could not be sufficiently thankful ; 
they only wanted Adelaide to rejoice with them, and the 
carria^ was immediately despatched for her. In former 
times Sidney had often planned travelling through Eu- 
rope, and he was [nepared, should hjs health become eu^ 
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ficiently restored, to do so ; taking care to pass the cold 
weather in a warm latitude. In this resolution hie fiither 
thought premier (o concur, and entreated his son to deny 
himself no pleasureorc<KnfbrtmoneycouIdprocure. The 
lamp of life which seemed almost extinguished in the 
venerable pareut of Sidney, once OKve relumed, and hi« 
het^th and spirits revived so suddenly that Eliza used to 
aay ' it had added ten years to his life.' 

But we must now leave Uiis interesting family and re- 
turn to the H(dbey's; to the drawing-room where fashion 
and folly still presided, and lo the study where plot thick- 
ened upon plot. 

The acquaintance of the Holbey family had much in- 
creased during the past summer. Many of the persons 
who frequented the studyof Mr Holbey finding the family 
hod somehow forced themselves into notice, and were vis- 
ited by feshionable people, condescended to call on them 
with the femalea of their families, and notwithstanding 
former neglect, were most graciously received. Several 
wealthy families who lived within a stone's throw, had been 
watching most assiduously for some months to ascertain 
beyond a doubt the quahty of their visitors, and now that 
they discovered they visited pei-sonsofronA^Jrom both ends 
of the city, ventured to step in. 

This is no uncommon occurrence, but an everyday thing 
in the world. It is not unusual for next door neighbors 
in towns as well as im large cities, to reside for years near 
families without knowing an individual of them. During 
this period they, the pfatdatw, gradually emerge from ob- 
xeurity, and the knowledge that no one dresses better at & 
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hall, or makes a finer appearance in the street, begins lo 
raiee tlieir character ia the neighborhood ; this becomes 
confinned by obserring that gtfUttt jieople vitit them, 
(though firat in a kind of coodesceodiog maimer) and that 
they are likely afler all to work their way into foshionaUe 
fife, notwithstanding the diqxeition of their wealthier 
DeighbOTs to lot^ them down. They now for the first time 
discover they are so happy as to have euch amiable neigh- 
bors, and cards and calls soon admit them to the honors of 
their drawing-room, atul instead of putting peqjle out of 
doors who had endeavored to look them out of existence, 
the)r*iate civilities, are most graciously received and scru- 
pulously returned, and their invitations greedily accepted. 
To such degradation will fiishioD and idle ambition cause 
people to submit ; but this is not all, every thing began in 
folly ends in guilt. To make way for new associates old 
ones must be discarded ; the long tried friend of fwraer 
years — the faithful monitor — the kind nei^bor — the be- 
neficent benefactor — must ail be renounced; fasKkm, like 
the mower's scythe,. sweeps all that comes in its way. The 
height 80 hardily attained, must be secured at all hazard^ 
and as it is known the honors most dearly bought axe oAen 
held by tlie slightest tenure, it is not surprising that this 
war of extermination against ancient friendship is general- 
ly carried on until they are all literally fi-oaen out of th« 
house. No matter what their claims upon their re^rd or 
gratitude maybe; they may have wept ftn their sorrows, 
and rejoiced at their prosperity, and perhajps made a host 
of enemies by [heading their cause, they are now destined 
to be slighted, suspected, and at allevents discarded, Oil, 
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Shame, where is thy Uadx 1 Can the dignity of human 
nature ^nop to this 1 Con beings who never had even a 
thought beyond this world, coaeent to be thus degraded 1 
We mentioned the very economical manner in which 
the Holbey family ccnnmenced their ci^ life — that rigid 
system would not however endure long ; after an inunda- 
tion of vieitois, additional expenses oecessanly occurred; a 
more expensive house was obliged to be taken, imd two 
additional attendants introduced. No person can suf^poee 
that this styje could be maintiuned without very consider- 
aiA& expense, however prudent and calculating the heads 
of the family might be. For the most part Mr Holbey had 
Uved upon jwomises since his residence In the city, but of 
late a new mine of wealth had opened to him, and this 
compels us to unfold a guilty secreL 

The brother of Mr Mellville, mentioned in the former 
part of this wotk, had lately come to reside at New Or- 
leans, from which place he had written to Mr Holbey, 
having just learned the fate of his brother's family, and of 
the resid^ice of their then only surviving cliild. He 
wrote, thanking Mr Holbey in the kindest terms for pro- 
tecting Adelaide, and requesting to know if his brother 
had left sufficient for his compensation. To this letter he 
received an immediate answer of hypocritical profesdons, 
and a statement of the expense he had been at in bosrding 
and educating his niece. Though this was not made in* 
the form of a demand, it was promptly attended to, and a 
IiberaLf«M)mpenae transmitted to Mr Holbey, together 
with^ y^ly settlement tar the expenses of his tuece in 
" figure. This liber^ allowance never passed into her 
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hands, although it was e3q>rese1y stipulated that all except 
the allowance for board should be submitted to her own 
disposal. The deceived orphan was never even informed 
of the vicinity of her uncle, and even made to believe if 
living, he had forgotten her. Thts deception probably ' 
would not have been attempted in the first place, if there 
had been any probability of Mr MeIIville'3 return to the 
United Slates, but as he had sworn never to return, and 
as it was not then known that Louisiana was so soon to 
become a part of our territory, no danger was at first ap- 
prehended. " . 

Although the acquaintance of Mrs Holbey had now 
become exclusively confined to the ban ton, it must not be 
supposed there was not among the numbers who frequent- 
ed her house some truly estimable perscms. Some of these 
believing her to be just what she appeared lobe in conqjany, 
for a time sincerely esteemed her. But it is impossible for 
a hypocrite to be always disguised. A sycophantic, time- 
serving, toad-eating batterer must sometimes drop. the 
mask, and however, custom, fashion and refinement may 
smooth the manners in pohte intercourse, yet the univer- 
sal sentiment entertained of such, when once understood, 
is that of immiogled contempt. 

Among the numerous visitors of Mrs Holbey*s was ail 
eld gentleman and lady of the ntime of Van Horn, de- 
scendauts of <m6 of tlie first Dutch settlers. They were 
persona of great wealth and unblemished character, and 
as they owned an elegant house in the neighborhood, and 
occasionally gave large parties, their acquaintance was es- 
teemed a most dedrable acquisition, it had long beencov- 
6 
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etcd by Mrs Holbey, and many raiher forward advances 
made by that lady to attain her end ; they probably would 
iiave failed eventually if accident had not finally intro- 
duced them to the acquaintance of each other. 

Mr Van Horn had a httle orphan grand-child in his 
familj', who was the darling of their age, and havirigbeen 
confided to their care under very peculiarly afflicting cir- 
.oumstaiices, contributed to make her a child of most un- 
common interest; she was very beautiful besides, so feir, 
90 ethereal almost, she scarce looked like a being of this 
world : yet one propenaiiy in little Ellen, now scarce three 
years old, very strongly attested she belonged to the hu- 
man race, and that was an insatiable desire to see and hear 
every thing, and a perpetual disposition to rove. She wa« 
generally watched with vigilance, but on the day which 
introduced the Holbey's to their acquaintance, her atten- 
dant had relaxed in her attention to her little charge, and 
little Ellen had been missing several hours, her ansdoua 
grandfather and excellent grandmother walking the house 
and wringing their hands, while every seiTant in the es- 
tablishment had been despatched to look up the runaway; 

Mrs Holbey, who knew how accessible people usually 
M'ere under affliction, could not forbear such an excellent 
opportunity, she accordingly sent in reguliirly about once 
in every fifteen minutes to know if tlie child was found, 
and at length ventured to go in hersell^ and offer her ' poor 
services,' and attempts at consolation. Fortune (avore^ 
her most miraculously on this occasion, for in the height 
of their distraction, just as the last scout had returned with 
tl.3 dietressong assurance that no tidings of the wanderer 
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coiild be obtained, a hackney coach stopped at the door, 
and Mr Holbey alighted with the lost child in his arm?. 
Pale, terrified and exhausted, the Uttle trembling culprit 
was laid in her grandmother's lap, and almost stifled with 
caresses, while her rescuer was assailed on all hands witli 
questions. 

It seemed Mr Holbey had been called awaj' on business 
that morning, to a distant part of the city, and in retiicn- 
ing, happening to pass through a very narrow street ii!- 
habiied by some of the filth and off^rouringof theciiy, lie 
had been arrested by the cries of a child whose voice he 
was sure was familiar; not supposing there could poswib'}- 
be any one there he rould be in the least aeqiiainled with, 
he at first diitrcgarded the impression tire sounds mrule on 
him, uittil again arrested by the brutal oaths of the woman 
who v;as cndeavoiing to still the cries of the terrified littlu 
infant. Looking into a small dirty shop from whence the 
sounds proceeded, he tmn>ediately recognized little Etlcn, 
whom lie seized and bore into the street, loudly calling for 
help to secure the woman. lo the confusion, however, 
she made her escape, and (lie people of the shop protested 
their ignorance of (he transaction and of the woman, but 
the release of the little helpless innocent was obtained. 

Mr Van Horn was no stranger to the chajacter of Mr 
Holbey, and the general estimation in which he was held 
in his own town ; chance had made liim acquainted wii li 
that subject, and he besides perfectly understood the true 
character of his wife ; he had firmly resolved riever to be 
decoyed into an acquaintance with them, but it was not in 
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human nature to n-illistand the present temptation. He 
shook Mr Holbey warmly and cordially by the band, and 
from that moment the two families commenced and inti- 
mate ac(jnaintance. Nor was this all — the gratitude of 
Mr Van Horn and hia wife bestowed many valuable pres- 
ents on the female part of the family, as the most delicate 
way of repaying tlie weight of obligation they were 
under. 

"We have been thus particular in giring a history of the 
acquainlancc Iwlween these two families, not because it 
has much connection with the remaining parta of this nar- 
rative, but in order to account for an intimacy between 
persons of such dii^cordant principles, and whose laatce, 
inamiers and characters were so diametrically opposite. 
Nothing could appear in stranger contrast ifian the free, 
social, open-hearted Mr Van Horn, and the gloomy, de- . 
signing, mtriguing Mr Holbey. It is too a frfeasure to 
recount one good action in a character of almost mmiin- 
glcd baseness, and to dwell on one bright spot where (he 
rest was shrouded in darkness. 

But we feel aware out hero should be properly intro- 
duced to the reader, in order that he may be prepared to 
judge of the pretensions of him who aspired to mingle with 
the Aristocracy of the country, and who felt liimself com- 
petent to dictate to its rulers, to vilify tlie nation that gave 
him bread, to judge correctly of every measure of the ad- 
ministration, and detect the hidden motives cf every move- 
ment of govermnent, and every officer of government, 
whether civil or military. So respectable an organ of 
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comnmiueation between all the talents and erudition in the 
country, and the plebeians, or the canaUk, as Bonaparte 
styles them, deaenea a separate chapter for hie genealogy. 



CHAPTER V. 



■ 1 know a discontented Genllemaa, 

Whose bunible means match out his haii|hty spirit ; 

Gold were as good as tweatj orators, 

And will no doubt tempt him 10 any thing,' 



Mr Augustus Hoibey was tlie son as was supposed of 
John Hoibey, who visited this country in the exalted ca- 
pacity of a drunimcr in Burgoyne's regiment ; lie was a 
Scotchman by birth, and probably descended from some. 
famous Chief whose name carried terror in the border 
skirmishes, as there seemed an inherent bravery, as well 
as a ' apice of nobihty ' belonging to the descendants. The 
mother of Augusti^ was a woman who had come over 
with the detachment in the capacity of a laundress, and 
our hero, like the celebrated Count Fathom, had the honor 
of being bom in a camp, the child of a mother equally ac- 
comphshed dS the mother of that celebrated character ; 
her skill and dexterity in ransacking a field of battle, stiip- 
ping the Ae&d, &c., wc doubl not was equal ; in short, her 
5* 
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accomplishments in every particular were such as ore in- 
dispensable in a thorough going camp-woman, and none 
prided themselves more in the posseeaon of them than the 
redoubtable Joan Armstrong. By the practice of these 
and other arts not necessary to be enumerated here, she 
had contrived even in the confusion of a camp to hoard 
something considerable. There had long been a consul- 
tation between the Scotch drummer and the damsel, re- 
specting the expediency of deserting and taking up their 
residence in America. The dimmner was a very angular 
fellow, and he had come to a conclusion which wiser 
heads among ibem rejected, that the country would not 
speedily be conquered. The very night before the fetal 
surrender of Burgoyne, the parties met to consult, and 
Joan having exacted a promise of marriagC) concluded to 
put her little treasures in the hands of the drummer and 
elope with him. They deserted to the American encamp- 
luent, and reached it in__eafety, shortly after which they 
proceeded eastward, aod finally took up their residence in 
oiie of the New England Stales. Here in the interior of 
the country they established themselves in a small public 
house. Meanwhile the boy Augustus continued to grow 
and thrive. Their house was in quite a remote situatitni, 
and what thek views could have beeiv after being accus- 
tomed to such puhhc hfe too, can scarce be conjectured. 
Though lonely and desolate in appearance, it seems how- 
ever that it yielded a profit, for they certainly contrived to 
grow rich, and as the neighbors expressed it, ' heaven only 
knew how ;' strange stories hav^ been told, and ate still 
remembered in fiiat part of the country, reipecting the lit- 
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tie Ion at ilie comer of woods For many yean after 

their neigbbora would tell of eeeing mea walldag about the 
p^miees bymidui^t with their clothes dabbled with Uood, 
and the ghosts of several ancient pedlars hunting for goods 
witliout any beads on. But we fiffbear to retail all the 
gosdp of the neighborhood, particularly as they ate not on 
eerth to defend themselves, and the little Inn has long been 
a heap of rubbiah. 

Fortunately John could read and write a little, and knew 
something of figures, all o( which knowledge he early 
communicaud to their only boy, who to do him justice, 
was an apt scholar, and soon knew more than his teacher, 
whereat they determine^ to give him as good an educa- 
tion as the country afforded, though they lamented much 
and £x the first time that they did not live in dear Eng' 
toad, where he could have received an educ^ition worthy of 
the son of a gmUemai ; such as it was, however, they con- 
cluded to avail themselves of it, and Augrtstus was sent to 

College, then an infant establishment. Very soon 

after his term had expired the old people both-died, and 
left the son his own master. He immediately disposed of 
the |dace and effects, and tcJdng his departure from a place 
where no tears marked the leave taking, ivoceeded to ex- 
iJwe the country, and finally located himself in a small 
. town on the banks of the Delaware, allured as was 
suf^osed by the charms of the lady whom he afterwards 
married. 

Here John Holbey aod his wife Joan had never been 
heard of, and here of course Augustus could swagger un- 
checked, and boast of hie English aaceatry, without the fear 
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of detectioii, though where he Muld lay claim to such, 
uiile^ in behalf trfhia molher, is hard to conjecture. 

It was not long before the talenta of Mr Augtistua Hol- 
bey aa a ivriter, became known and appreciated in hia new 
[dace of residence. He certainly eiccelled in that low kind 
of Mackguard wit wliich is sometimes found convenient 
when the object is to hunt down a character, cry down a 
measure, or to lay open plota that never were formed, and 
detect conspiracies that never existed^ Unhappily at that 
day such kind of talents were becoming in great demand, 
■ and sure to find a ready market, and a better place Tor the 
exercise of them at that precise period could not have been 
chosen, as the town had long been torn in pieces by two 
contending factions, neither of which seemed very con- 
scientious alxmt the means employed to put down the 
other, and had our hero confined hb talents to the spot 
where they were first called into action, no mischief whicli 
he might have done would have been a subject of much 
lamentation. At first the business of Mr Holbey was ex- 
clusively confined to the town where he dwelt, the autlior- 
tties of which had become obnoxious to a certain party 
then out of ofiice, and Mr Holbey had become a freeholder, 
and his voice was first heard in town-meeting, where he 
had been very useful for some timo before he opened his 
mouth, in the same way that Trumbull's hero first exer- 
cised his talents in Boston at the commencement of the 
Revolutionary war, that is, in assisting to create confu- 
sion, in his readiness to take a hint, to laugh, hiss, hem, 
coiigli, scrape hia feet on the floor, or swing the door of 
the pew whenever any ooe was speaking whom it was the 
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interest of his party to silence or distract. Of tUl the cura 
who crouched at the feet of tlie opposition, none could 
rival him in Owning obsequiousness, and it would have 
been a wonder indeed If such docile obedience had gone 
unrewarded. 

The wheel of State, as we all know, like the wheel of 
fortune, never stands still ; it chanced that the party to 
which our hero belonged came up heads, and tlien he was 
rewarded with an office, another and another followed in 
rapid succession, until his 'blushing lionors ' giew so thick 
about him, as to excite some little jealousy, even among 
his own cost, and had not his good' genius helped him out 
pf this difficulty, he might have been sacrificed to the re- 
sentment of some rival candidate, but just at this critical 
period, his amazing talenta as a writer began to shew 
themselves. 

He began by attacking some high characters in tlifi 
State, and tlie election for the highest office in the gift of 
the country being then pending, he ventured liis talents in 
an attack upon him who, in the order of Providenco, was 
destined shortly lo fill tL This attack for low bred wil, - 
and vulgar insinuation, has rarely been surpassed during 
the eight or ten years that succeeded, (and that is saying 
much of it.) Even the best friends and warmest partizans 
of Mr Holbey were astonished, were amazod at his intui- 
lion, for mortal man, as they well knew, could never have 
informed him of all he ventured to assert. Thispaper, which 
was followed up by a series of numbers from the same 
hand, did the business for him : they were published in a 
Opighboring town, and repubhshed by the papers of the 
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In whatever society he happened to fall, be always felt 
himself perfectly at ease ; if they were good, he felicitated 
himself with the expectation of improvement by their con- 
versation ; if ignorant, or unprincipled, his benevolent 
heart suggested the idea of inetructing and happily con- 
ducing to their reformation ; and even where that were 
' hopeless, still, while circumatances compelled him to en- 
dure their society, he was at ease, without having the 
least fear of contamination by the accidental contact, 
which as fellow lodgers or voyagers he was exposed to. 

The simplicity of his manners and language on such 
occasions, and the unstudied politeness and kindness of 
hb deportment, which put eve^ one at ease in his coin- 
pany, furnished a strong contrast to many who would 
appear in pain lest some of their inferiors should take the 
Uberty of being civil to them — (unnecessary pain, to be 
8Ufe, dnce such persons in reality have no inferiors.) 

Mr Van Horn possessed an ever ready fund of wit and 
humor, and used sometimes to ^ve most laughable anec- 
dotes of his excursions through the neighboring States ; 
frequently boasting, that If people had tongues be could 
make them conversable, and protesting he was never 
foiled m this way but once. The occasion was this : — ■ 
be had bet^n visiting one of the New-England cili69, and 
was returning in a mail coach. Though rich, Mr Van 
Horn was always a great stickler for economy, and alwajrs 
kept some suits of indifi«'ent a|:ftarel to (ravel in, which 
sometimes subjected hipi to the unpleasant necessity of 
taUiig up with the forward seat, and obliged him to dis- 
pense with many little civilities tendered to the well diesa- 
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cd, apmce lot^Dg travelkr. Whenever anyibin^ of thif 
kind hai^uedin consequenceof ignorance of hie quality, 
it was a source of infimte divereion, end furnished him 
' with many agreeable anecdotes for the fire-side. 

In one of the social sittings at Mr Holbey's, the conver- 
sation chanced to turn upon the subject of travelling in 
mail coaches, and the unpleasant circumstances of per- 
Ktu of qualily being obliged to be 'cooped up,' day after 
day, wUh nobody knows who. The good natured and 
facetious Mr Van Horn thought this a f»>^r o|^rtunity 
to relate the history of his recent tour. He related the 
manner of his going through New-England, with a cir- 
cle of agreeable friends, who left him on his return, at 

city, from whence he departed for home in the 

mail coach. 

The incidents which occurred during this journey fur* 
nished, on his return homCj materials for just such a story 
as the occasion called lor, and the old gentleman gladly . 
avEuled himself of it, and relatedthe following adventure, 
which being interspersed with a few Dutch phrases, might 
not be quite so intelligible to our readers in his language, 
we shall therefore give in our own — 

T^ ADVENTUBE IN THE EASTEWfl MAIL. 



It was on a beautiful morning, in that season of the 

year when Nature, as the poets say, ' puts on all her 

ehanns.' The carriage was well filled before the old gen- 

^ tleman took his seat, and he proceeded some way in si- 
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leiii^ until the rattlmgover.tbe pavements had ceased, 
and ihey found themselves oa a fine smooth road, ^:here 
suddenly descepding, Cliey wound tlirougb a beautiful and 
picturesque valley. The exclamation of 'channing,' es- 
cci4>ed the lips of Mr Van Horn, wjiich eeenuugly was 
unnoticed, as no word of assent followed ; and he again 
saiik back in his seat, eudeavoiing to rec<^ect the subject 
that occupied his thoughts a moment before. 

They were now ascendit^ a hill, which shat out their 
prosftect ; but u|>or gaining th? top and 'merging from a 
lit lie cop^ of wood, one of the luost enclioutiag landscapes 
presented itselT. 

Tlie beautiful bay of lay before them, lined 

with villages and countiy seats, whose gardens andfilea- 
sure grounds often descended quite to the water's edge. 
The Biisis of morning yet rested on the blue hills, and tire 
curling smoke, froni nrany a low-rbofed cottage as well as 
stately mansion, added interest to the scene. Mr Van 
Horn cla^)ed his hands in ecstacy; 'beautiful, enchant- 
ing !' he repealed, 'the sweetest landscape' — but no voice 
re-echoed ilie sentiment, and he was obli ged to a;dmire in 
silence. He could not forbear on this occasion turning 
round to see if no glance of admiration enlivened the fa- 
ces of his fellow-travellers. But no — there was no ^Dark- 
ling inteUigence' in a sin^e human fece but his own. — 
Had the landscape been clothed in tlie snows of a Lapland 
-winter it would probably have elicited tlie same notice. — 
Soon after this they passed a narrow defile between two 
hills, between one of which and the road lay a gorge, so 
sudden, deep and dark, as to cause one to shudder in pass- 
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ing ; the carriage actually past within a foot or two of its 
nbnipt termination. In the very bottom of this defile stood 
a house of singular beauty and moet romantic appear- 
oiice ; on two aides the rocks rose to the windows of tlie 
second story, and the remahiing two were nearly covered 
hy vines and fiuil trees. An exclanmtion of astonishment 
from Mr Vail Horn, was succeeded by the invohmtary 
questioti of — 

.' Wlio could have chosen 1o bury themselves in such a 
nook ]' He looked around upon the company, hut no one 
answered. Tiie gentlemen looked at him with much non 
ckalance, and the ladies — ^looked anotber way. 

Convinced at length there must he some strange reason 
for this obstinate taciturnity, the old, gentleman relin- 
quished Ilia efibrls at conversation, and employed himself 
tor the rcraaindei- of the time, until they stopped to dine, 
in endeavoring to discover the cause : once he concluded 
tlmy must hove suspiclone of his character, and took hiin 
for some highway-man, or somelhing of that sort ; but 
then- his appearance was so utUike, his hoary head, his al- 
most quaker simplicity of dress and language, forbade that 

. conclusion ; at all events he resolved when he reached 
the lialf-way house, to makeabueincss of peiusing the ad- 
vertisements, and see if any person of his appearance had 
lately absconded from the Penitentiary, or been convicted 
of horse-stealing or eome other high misdemeanor. Upon 
reaching the Inn he accordingly examined the advertiser 
meiits, hut nothing of that sort met his eye. His curiosity 

' now gave way to the calls of hunger,_ and seated at the 
^- end, of a long diiiing table, at adistance from his fel- 
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low paseenfer^ be fot^ the cirranwtonces of the joiime J^ 
entirely until called again to the coa«h. He contriTcd 
before iu>cendiB|; it to call the (fairet aatde and intortogate 
him. 

' My good feQow,* said he; 'can yoa tell me whatisthe 
matter with your pasaeogen % Are they really dumb or 
uot% Fornot one of themhoaattercdasyllidilesincewe 
started, not even when we passed that fearful gorge in the 
hills, where we came within a few inches a€ going over 
the ledge.' 

The driver haf^ncd to be mnievhat of a wag, and a 
sudden thought sUuck him. 

' Yes air,* said he, *tbey are both deaf and dumb, they 
are a company <of unfortunate persons I am carrying to the 
Hartford A^am.' 

* Oh dear, oh dear !' said Mr Van Horn, whose benev^- 
olent heart throbbed with pnty — 'What a misfortune' — 
and ascending the carriage I>e threw upwt his fellow trav- " 
ellere such glances of coinpassion. There sat a young 
lady in the bloom of life, her dress bespoke her in the en- 
joyment of this world's gtKxls, but hw eyes he perceived 
were destitute of expression, and a kind of unmeaning 
^mper satupmi her fiice, which thscoveredas he thought 
the'abnost total absence of intellect : here an aged female, 
who might have been her grandmother, had not the 
knowledge of her misfortue precluded the idea of her being 
married. Opposite, sat two youngmenmuchdressed and 
perfumed. ' Strange fancy, said Mr Van Horn mentally, 
to make such poor nnforttmates dandies.' Two ladies of 
iu> jHarlicvlar age, and a middle aged man of most statdr 
appearance, completed the group. ^, 
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The eania^ rolled obl, while Mr Vac Horn, loet in hie 
own refiectJons, which certainly parux^ mucli of fecUugs 
of thankfultww thu hknaelf was bleased with tha gifis at 
bearing and speech, unheeded the distance. The remain- 
der of the da^'s joipney was however comparatively unin- 
teresting ; a (ivnpike, opened lately through a dense ibr- 
est, inhd:»led by nothing except swarme of musquitoesi, 
now and then a small cotlon manufacliory, with about 
half a dozen buis, and lastly, just befcHre they reached the 
town where they were to quarter for the night, a scorched 
barren {rfain of about tweoty milea circuraference, cetlain- 
ly ccHUaioedno very great claims (otiwadmirationof the 
traveller. The extremity of this plain was however Ixmnd- 
ed by a strip of wild iMrch, whose thick underwood aeemed 
so closely interwoven as to furnish a fine recess for wild 
aiumals did not iia near neighborhood to the town rMider 
their retreat somewhat hazardous. At the mcunent of 
pasnog this something Uack darted out of the brush and 
commenced a kind of gambol round an old stump by the 
road side. Mr Van Horn, the only per«>n who <^>9crved 
it, claf^ied his hands, exclaiming, 'aekonk ! asicunk !' 

' Where, where !' echoed half a dozen voices at once, 
while the ladies drew their garments closer about them, 
and the gentlemen puUed up their collars. 

'Dander Mid Uixum I' exclaimed the astonished Dutch- 
man, ' what does this mean 1 the vrows all spake!' 'J'iic 
object of their dread, alarmed by the shrieks of the fcmalcti, 
buried hiipself in the brush, anft the passengers again re- 
, lapsed into their fwmer imperturbable silence. ' gonm 



IV Google 



66 ARI8TOCRACV, OB 

trickoftltat rascally driver I fear,* menullyreaaoning (be 
caee, said the old gentlonaii, ' if I dan't g;et the truth out 
of him when we Mf^ I will lake it out of—but stofs I 
won't judge him yet.' 

The caniage now entered the dmty streeti of -: , and 

ea(^4Mie had as much as they could att«>d to, to prev^it 
snlibcation until set down at the Hotel. The first thing 
the old man at(«ided to onhis arrival was to beset the 
driver. 

' You MTant villain 1 what eort of joke have you been 
putting upon me, tell me the truth or I will cudgel it out 
of you — II likely sul^ect (o crack jokes upon, to be sure, an 
old man like me.' 

The driver v/aa conv\lbnd with laughter when he heard 
the story of the akunk, so that the tears ran down his sun 
buitit cheek. 

' I beg ten thousand pardons, mister,' eaid he, ' for the 
joke; but the pasqengersareonlysomeoflhe Aristocracy 

of the two towns -• ; the two parties did not know 

each other by sight, and 1 told each saparatdy that all the 
company except themselves were persons that nobody knea. 
I judged theie would not be many words spoten.' 

' Pity,' said Mr Van Horn, ' that these peofJe could not 
like masons, have eotne sort of signal to make their quali- 
ty known to each other. But toll me, driver, do you 
know any thing of their [wetensions, my curiosity is quite 
raised,' 

. ' Why something,' said whip-la^ scratching his head, 
^ there is old madam D ■ — asd her two dau^ters be- 
long to the family of MrP — -. — of , who, has. 
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conUived out of three bankruptciee to realize kd iodepen- 
dent fortune. The two young gentlemen are sons to a 
man, who, ae toag ago as I can reraeibber liim, was 
hoetler at the sign of the Punch-Bowl, and the young lady 
who looks ae though ahe honored the earth by elef^ng 
on it, is daughter to a poor French biwber, and educated 
upon charity ; but all these things happened ages since, 
and they are now I assure yoti, some of the very first peo- 
ple in the towns of :— .'* 

Of course Mr Holbey and his lady with their polite 
guests laughed heartily at the adventure of the stage- 
coach, as they made.Ji point to do at all tlie stories of their 
rich neiglibor. It cannot be supposed they could much 
relish jokes that often hit themselves, but the acquaintance 
of the rich Mr Van Horn was too solid an advantage to be 
relinquished at any rate, and they wisdy resolved to UA' 
erate all his eccentricities as they chose to call them. 

To Adelaide Mr Van Horn paid very particular atten- 
tion, and would not be pacified unless she was called in to 
make one of the party whenever he was visiting there. 

Kvery successive year has- been leveUing the distinction 
between young and old in our country, imtil it has become 
with us as with our friends over the water ; a woman of 
sixty can scarce be distinguished from one of sixteen by 
her dress and manners at least. The last thirty years has 
made a very considerable alteration .in this particular in 
our country ; in the year 1803, the period to which we 
have brought our story, grand-mothers and grand-daugh- 

*The adVeolDie of tba eUge «oach is liMrall]' true in all jli ptita. 
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tera did not usually visit in the same companies, and pa- 
rents and children generally had aeetof associates of suit- 
able age. Though Mrs Holbey occaaionally mingled 
with both, yet older persons formed even in her house a 
distinct cmnpeny ; intothe elder )tfth«ae Adelaide through 
means of her ftiends, the Van Horn's, was finally intro- 
duced, while the daug;hters, of feu more suitable age, were 
careeriug it in a circle of pleasure and round of amuse- 
ment Eulapled, as Mrs Holbey said, ' to their age and tfa- 
iion,' with no danger from the rival charms of the fair w- 
phan, whom her aunt now declared she considered it a 
duty to liave under her own wing, as ' she ffelt ber ac- 
countability infmilely more than for her own children. 

To associate witli peq)!e older than herself bad ahvayB 
been a pecuhar pleasure to Adelaide, and she rejoiced at 
her destination, for in that circle she promised herself both 
pleasure uid profit : but alas ! ui this she was doomod to 
be disappointed. With respect to the subjects of conver- 
sation, religion for one was neVer introduced. Mr Van 
Horn and wife were members of the Dutch Church, but 
Mr Van Horn had an invincible repugnance to making 
religion the topic in mixed companies, and besides he ar- 
gued ' talking such things to the Holbe/s was like throw- 
ing pearl .before swine,' and their guests, many of them 
members of the different eecta in the city; who held such 
(^posite tenets it was hazardous to introduce it. Besides 
there was atthat day an all en groasing subject, ^lich 
eeeooed to furnish conversatitMi for all paities,.Edl ages and 
companies and that vfOBpoHtici. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



> Yoa tlul love the Mmmoiu, ToUok me.' 

Menry the VI. 

At tlie period of which we are writing; political animoar- 
ity had almost amounted to a phrenity, and the inanin not 
only infected the males, but entered the female depart- 
ment. Females of America always have taken great in- 
terest in the political affairs of the couhtry. From llie first 
breaking out of the Revolution they had signalized them- 
selves for devotion to the cause of liberty, and were doubt- 
less many of them very Useful at that period, but, when 
ambition sways, the breast . of a woman, we know it ia 
botmdlesa ; there was another class (rf females who could 
DOt ao easily ^ve up the splendors of royalty and the hon- 
ors of nobility,, who were great sticklers for genlU blood, 
and whose day dreams and night dreams were constantly 
beset with stars, garters and ribbons, which ewept by them 
in splendid confusion ; some of these latter description 
ef^ted prodigious mischief at that period, and their sen- 
timents, like those of the former, were transmitted to suc- 
ceeding generations. 

Now the society at Mr Holbey's embraced persons of 
all descriptions with one exception, i. e. ' the poor of 
this world ;' even orthodoxy in politics was not a sure cri- 
terion of merit, noralways a card of introduction, although 
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the aristocracy as Mr Holbey often said, were the true 
nobihly of the place. Yet there were persons who visited 
them whom the bare name of aristocracy would rouse ; of 
course dialogues were sometimes carried on there with a 
degree of asperity that astooished and grieied the peace 
loving Mr Yah Horn and lh» geutJe Adelaide. 

And here perhaps it may be proper to state the suhject 
of dispuie, and to take a retrospect of the political aflairs of 
that day, though a very brief one. It ia necessary in order 
lo make the story understood, and we iiope our readers 
will not be alarmed, and i^ppose the future pages of this 
book are to contain a dry dissertation on politics, or that 
we are about to renew a controversy at ihisday which the 
common sense of the nation at large has long since de- 
cided, and wJiich will be a matter of wonder succeeding 
generations could ever have existed. 

Should the spirit of contention originated at that period 
float down thcstreiun of time embodied under some other 
name, posterity may make an inquiry that hialoiy will not 
answer : for the history of our country faithful to the 
truth, will only record the public acts of our national 
rulers, and dfi much of their private character ae is suscep- 
tible of proof. The unblushing falsehoods, the hase in- 
sinuations, the mistaken conclusions, and erroneous iittar- 
pretations that assailed every act public and private of llie 
then Chief Magistrate, the distinguished individual who 
was the chief subject of dispute, will then be forgotten, 
buried, lost in the rubbish of ages. There will only e:mt 
an indistinct idea that the great and the good have been 
persecuted even in out etdighteacd land, aad that the 
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character ui^&r comideratioo liad more than hk slmre ; 
but the bitter animosity that was fult by ihc foes of ilie 
Adimaiatration of lliat day, and (lie iiii<;eaeing cCbrts 
which were made to distract ttie councils of the iialiou, 
and, paralize their ctTorls for the public good, cuu scarcely 
be conceived of. 

But to go back to tlie origin of the evil ao severely felt 
at the period of-our history, Evei- since 1 lie establishment 
of our present happy form of govermncnt, there had l.cen 
a party who were contiutially trying to exf ite di^'Ohlcut 
and lebcUicRi by that most aitful of all methods, viz. con- 
stantly predjclijig the evil tjiey pretended to fear. 

It was often asserted at the close of the Revolutionary * 
var by liiese insidious meddlers, that the people were lui- 
willing to be governed at all, "that each individual citizeu 
had for so long a time been accustomed to vaunt about 
Ills rights, a great pari of them had come to the conclusion 
that any sort of government was an imposition — tliat the 
lessons of rebeUion and insubordination inculcated by the 
leaders of the Revohition, and treasured in the minds of 
the vulgar, was now about to be brought forth in domes- 
tic scufBe against tlie authorities of the country, or the 
very leaders themselves, and that the anna put into their 
hands to break off a foreign yoke, were now about to be 
raised against oil govermnent whatever which might be 
' imposed upon them." 

This croaking wliich commenced at the very first or- 
ganization of the government, and disturbed the wbi^e 
period of the admiivstration of President -Waehing! on, 
(and in faot, on two occasions, nearly brought about the 
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' evils it predicted,) continued through tba whtde period of 
Mr Adams' Presidency, and doubtlem was the cause of 
some of the very severe regulations adopted at that (Ime, 
and which made his adminiatiation so deservedly unpopu- 
lar, and paved the way for a succeBBor of a very different 
cliaracter. We have no disposition to draw comparisons 
between the two, where errors were more the tault of their 
counselloiB than themselves, and occadoned by the pres- 
sure of existing circumstances ; and whose virtues were 
Uiejr own. 

When Mr Jeflerson appeared as a candidate for the of- 
fice of Chief Magistrate, the alistocracy were at once in 
arms, and every engine speedily set to work to oppose his 
election. And what, (it will be asked by succeeding ge- 
nerations,) what could possibly be urged against him 1 — 
A steady patriot, a warm friend of his country during that 
momentous contest that made her a nation, and one ivho 
had since that period been honored by holding offices of 
the greatest trust in the gift of the immortal Washing- 
ton. 

Why, first, there had been, and ^ill was, a great hue 
, and cry about Frew^ mfiaence. In the first place, the 
very natttral feelings of gratitude felt by the people of 
America generally, after the Revolutionary war, towards 
France for their timely interposition during the contest 
tor independence — and which proved at least a republic 
can be grateful — ^waa oeverely reprobated by the party of 
medlera before alluded to. They began by impeaching 
the nwtivee of the King of France, calUng his interposition 
in &TDr of America, 'State pdicy,' and denouncing the 
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Oovenunent of France as the most corrupt on earth, des- 
titute of every principle ofbenevolence and even integrity, 
■ and 'actuated wholly in their ef&rts to emancipate Ame- 
rica hy a desire to humble Great Britain' — aa intriguing 
and mercenary abroad, and volupttious, luxurious and ef- 
feminate at home. While the subjects were jritied, as 
creatures compelled to fight the battles of foreign natbns, 
whenever it suited the nefarious views of their corrupt 
rulers. 

Well the spiiit of revolution began to shew itself in. 
FVance in 1787. The storm which at first only resembled 
the growling a distant tempest, soon burst upiMi the nation 
like a deluge, and with overwhelming force carried all be- 
" fioe it. Those corrupt nders were swept from the earth as 
with the besom of destruction, and when the news of the 
decapitation of the King, of the slaughter of the nobility, 
together with the whole-toyal family, reached our shores, 
how did these self-^me accusers receive it 1 Why, they 
ran to the bells artd tolled them long and loud, lowered 
every flag in the Union half mast, and appointed orators 
to (HYmounce funeral orations, in which the character ol 
the deoeesed King was lauded to the skies, styling him'a 
martyr, and America's best friend,' and loudly calling upon 
the people to ' avenge the torrents of noble Wood that had 
been made to flow in France.* 

The wdets and abettors of the evolutiron they after- 
wards denounced as a set of ' avaricious vagabonds,' who 
had arisen from nothing, and set this burly burly agoing 
in (Hder to riot in the spoils of luMity ; and the people, a 
7 
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set of ' mad-1:»aiDe«l, Uood-thtralf , jacobmical eothueiast^ 
the very wcxst set of pet^e that tbe LiHd in his vengeance 
ever Indeed a ChrieUaii Kug to govern. 

It was in vain that their qtpooente endeavored to rea«»i 
the ease with them, and refiieed to curse the nation in 
whose remaioing population the; could etill trace the Un- 
eaments of a De Grass and Lafayette, with many a sut^ 
burnt warrior who had asBigted to fight the battles of our 
country. No quuter waa allowed to any who would 
venture to speak weU of a single living Frenchman.— 
The pe<^e were ordered to bury every feeling of re^>ect, 
gratitude, and even henevcjence in the ' grave of the mar- 
tyred King,' and Hie opfOfAxioas e[Hthet of Ja4XibiD was 
irfieraarda indiacrimioalely applied to the whole Demo- 
cratic party by the opposition. But to the pretended.{ffoo& 
of Mr JeSerson's undue partiality to France. 

That gentleman had never disguised hia jealousy of the 
intriguing spirit of Great Britain, and of the hold she still 
held upon the aflections of too many, and for this of course 
he was accused of being con^etely under the control of 
France, His residence at the French Court, where it was 
asserted he must have unbibed French tastes, French 
principles, &c., was the chief reason given at first; in that 
they pretended to trace the <»igtn of such a predilectioOf 
and judging others by themselves, the admirers of royalty 
and courtly ^endor' could not conceive of any one's re- 
„ jecting it from plain rspublican principles alone, who had 
once enjoyed the oj^rtunity of witnessingits allurements 
and partaking its pleasures. Although it was known that 
Mr JefieracMi upon coming over to make a shwt visit to 
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this country while Minister at the Court of France, warn 
offered his choice by WashingUm either to accept the rf- 
lice of Secretary of Fmeign Atbirs, or return to France in 
. hia 3la(ion of Minialer Pletiipoteatiary — that he unhesi- 
tatingly accepted the former ; still this made no diJftrence . 
in their accuaations. It was at one time urged <oo by his 
enemies that Washington was whrfly influenced by fear of 
his talents, in keeping him in such high and reapODnUe 
stations, and' not by confidence in ias mtegrily ; and at 
ajiother liiTie, that his talents were. below mediocrity, and 
ought <rf" themselves to prevent liis being a candidate for 
*he office of President, as he was pcrfcctiy incompetent to 
the duties from poverty of intellect. 

The ^t was, that all jealousy of the domineering iqnrit 
of Great Britain, it was asserted by the opposition papera 
of that day, ' tended to keep alive a vindictive spirit, and 
fflnce the tpcaly -of peace, coiild have nothing national to ' 
foster il. That it was unnecessary and illiberal, and that 
thougli such feetinga were natural enough in savage hfe, 
tliey were perfectly inexcusable in persons of polished h^H 
iw, gild well irrfomied minds.' It could wily then wiginate 
in undue partiajity to France. 

One other charge on the score of French influence, 
brought against Mr Jefleraon, was his temporizing as they 
termed if, in the afliur of the saiUng of the vessel sent by 
Mr Genet, the Minieter from the Republic df France, who 
whenin the United States, had the audacity to fit out and 
arm a vessel from one of tHe southern porta. It was dtir- 
ijig the recess of Congress, and President Washingttai wa« 
then at Mount Vernon. Governor Mifflin, of South Cta~. 
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olma, issued orders to fwlnd the Bailing of the vessel. It 
yfos nuuored the vessel still continued her prej^rations for 
a cruise, and Mr Jeffei'son and Mr Dallas both called upon 
Geuet to know whether he meant to eeod the vessel out 
in deHaoce of the laws, and the orders of the Governor, 
and to them he pledged himself the vessel should not sail 
without the permission of the President, who was then 
daily expected from Mount Vemon ; satisfied with tluE^ 
they departed, aitd the treacherous Frenclmian caused the 
the vessel to sail in the night; before the next morning 
she was completely out of theh reach* Whether they 
thought the forcible seizure of the vessel exceeded their 
powers or whether, as is most likely, they relied implicitly 
upon the pledge given them, we cannot say, but we can 
at least distinguish in the conduct of Mr Jefferson that pa- 
cific temper that marked all his acUonfs that continual de- 
sire to avoid contention, and the resort to forcible and vio- 
lent measures, that distinguished all the acts of his puhho 
as well as private life, fj-om this first public proof of it, 
down to the impopular measure of the Embargo. For 
this, however, he was most lerriWy abused by the opposi- 
tion at the time of his election ; the trio (^course, Mr Dal- 
las, Governor Mifflin and himself but upon him the weight 



•It is probable a manoBuvrc of this sort woald not have 
Mcaped tfea vigilanc* of General Jackson, ia a similar eitu- 
ation, but would the hue and cry of apposition have been 
less had he actually called out the militia and forcibly seiz- 
ed the vessel 1 Would there not have been an immediate 
demand for hia examination before the State authoritiei, to 
see if he had not exceeded hia powers ! 
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of aristocratic cenauie cliiefly fell, be was accused of being 
at the head of a plot to get the vessel off, though the only 
proof that could be grv^i was that he did Dot cause the 
militia to be called out, and forcibly seize the vessel. 

Another subject of animadversion, relatiDg to the public 
life of Mr Jeflferson prior to thisperiod, was change of opin- 
ions about introducing the manufacturing system iato the 
United States. 

In the year 1783 Mr Jefierson had publicly avowed his 
c^iiiiona, ' That manufactures were a source of corruption ; 
t^e vast influx of foreigners it occasioned, mostly of the 
lower orders and frequently of doubtful morals, the source 
Af great hcentiousness.' Nevertiielcssin 1793 he saw fit to, 
change his opinions on the subject, and advise the patron- 
age of manufactures, and the invitation of manufacturers 
and mechanics from foreign countries, believing as he said 
' That the information they would communicate, and the 
reUef they would afford from the petty efkctiona of foreign 
ncUions, would prove more than equivalent fbr the evils 
they would introduce,* thus shewing he could acccmmo- 
date his opinions to the exigencies of the tijnes, and not 
fbr the character of consistency, or from an obstinacy of 
opinion sacrifice the public good. This was, hcrtveverj 
brought up against him, and aGciibed to a ' spirit of hos- 
tility tpwasds Great BritaiD, and a desire of pleasing 
Prance, by ikawing so large a portion of her pc^KilatifiB 
from the shores of En^iuid, as U undoid>tedly would.'* 



* Language of ths opposition papers of thai period. 

7* 
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■ But there was one charge brought against Mr Je0eraoQ 
which' in a country where religious tests are not Fequired, 
may appear singular, namely, that he was not a believer 
in the inspiration of the sacred Scriptures, or in other 
words, an infidel. What efifect this might have bad on a 
Christian community if made in a different ^nrit actd in 
diSerent language we cannot now judge. The maimer 
in which the accusation was always worded, proved in- ' 
contestably that they, his accusers, had no religicm, what- 
ever he had. 

One thing the public certainly knew, that whatever tJie 
religious tenets of the President were, he had never en- 
deavored to make proselytes, he had never sought to sap 
the principles, or undermine the faith of others ; and what 
the peculiarities of his creed were, except a few expressions 
casually dropped ~or wrested from him, and a certain sen- 
tence in lettera of confidential cureepondence, made public 
for the occasion, 'Was altogether a matter of conjecture.— 
Yet taking these for evidence, they inferred all was not 
right with respect to his faith, and the bitterness of party 
aninioeity was strengthened by the ^irit of religious intol- 

To us we must confess, it has always a[q»ared an ur»- 
" generous method of framing our opinions fl'om azptes- 
dons casually introduced in priyale and confidential 
correspondence. We frequently breathe sentimttits in 
the ears of our friends that would not bear the teat <tf 
public criticism, and as regards our religious feelings, they 
vary so much, that persons of the soundest laith, and most 
unexceptionable morals may sometimes use expressions 
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tbat would seem to contradict the whole tenor of their 
lives, and the general tendency of their writings. Yet 
such was the unmanly and ungenerous course puimied to- 
wards Mr Je0erson, that a few detached passages ftom 
private letters were wrested to prove him an infidel^ 
aod by persons too, and whole bodies of religious profea- 
aors, who have since deserted the high stand they then 
todc, and even voted to expunge from their creed the ob- 
noxious articles which related to the divinity of the Son of 
God, disbelief of which was the only real heresy they 
could honestly lay to the charge of Mr Jefferson. For the 
most that can be inferred from the passages alluded to, 
taken in tlieir strictest sense, was that he did not under- 
stand our blessed Lord to be the Son of God in any other 
sense than we all are his chrildren. Some confused no- 
ti<HM he certainly had on the subject of revealed religion, 
according to our understanding of it, if those letters since 
pulditjied in his name are genuine. 

It appetvB that Mr Jefferson insisted with all the perti- 
nacity of Thomas, m beheving nothing but what he had 
demonstration of. He knew there must be a God of infi- 
nite power and excellence because his creation proved it, 
but although the Scriptures assert ' God is a Spirit,* yet it 
appears he believed him to be ctnporeal and tangible. He 
bad a most exalted idea of the character of the Lord Jesua 
Christ, Asserting his be^ef that ' he was the most perfect 
character tbat had ever appeared on our earth,* and re- 
gr^ted his want of time to write a book which be had 
fiHtnerly contemjJated, to prove, that in wiBdom and vir- 
tue he by fer exceeded all the sages of profane luslory ;• 
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and thus they asserted, that bliaded by philosophy, he fell 
into the absurd error of supposing Jesus Christ a mera 
man, and yet iLgood fhan, two things irreconcileable if we 
had an accurate history of his life and death, since he per- 
mitted and received divine honors from men, and stiflered 
death upon the accusation ofb)aspheniy,nsn]ely,'thathe 
being a man made himself equal with God,' consequently 
if be were a man he suffered justly, since no human chai^ 
iclcT, however perfect in other reitpects, could be guiltleea 
who anogated to themselves the honor that belongs to God 
only. However logical this deduction may be, and we 
sliould be the.last to refuse to subscribe to the truth of it, 
there was one view of the subject wliich these self-consti- 
tuted judges did not seem disposed to take. 

Mr Jefferaon wae a Philosopher in an enlarged sense, 
and it is not strange that his miod accustomed to ramble 
beyond the bounds of visible creation, should sometimes be 
bewildered and entangled by the magnitude and multiplic- 
ity of the objects upon which it dwelt, or strange tliat at 
Buch moments expressions of doubt respecting cerl^n sub- 
jects should escape him. ' Who by studying can find o«t 
Godr 

It was a subject for humiliation if it were so, not of ex- 
altation, enough to humble the proudest intellect to re- 
flect that the mighty mind of Jefferson, with all its powers 
(rftUscrimination, of perception and inveEtigBti<»), was yet 
' incapable of receiving the Gospel scheme of salvation.^— 
That to him who had euch enlarged txipacities the Bible 
was a ' sealed book,' and admiring at a steady course of 
moml virtue, a life of puhUc utihty, of undeviating Int^* 
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rity, irffoibeanuice and for^venesa of injuries, aikl philan- 
thropic love of mankind, in one destitute of the powerful 
stimulus of relig:k>n, of a person lining virtue (or its own 
utiinsic loveliness alone, which mig^htwell put Chrisdans 
to the blush, instead of taking such a view of the subject, 
they wanted to call down fire frcv heaven as well as all 
the vengeance of earth to crush him, who according to 
their own creed, could not beUeve as they £d. 

The famous remark so often quoted from Mr Jeflerson 
in favor of reli^ous toleration, was made a great handle 
of to prove him an infidel, namely, ' Of what consequence 
is it to me whether my neighbor believes in one God or 
iwenty Gods V A question, which in our humble opinion, 
ought well to be weighed. Not that oui sympathies should 
not he exercised in favor of those who are in error that 
endangers their salvation ; benevolence alone should teach 
us in such a case to use all reasonable methods to enligh- 
ten our erring neighbors, and teach us likewise where to 
stop, and beware what aids we call in to assist us. Vhat 
right can we have to cite our neighbor to our law t To 
his own master he must stand or fall, and even if he 
chooses to be lost, it cannot affict our salvation in that 
aense, it will be of no consequence to us whether he 
chooses to beheve in one God or twenty Gods. It ia ridi&- 
ubus then to become cont^jtious or uubaf^ mi hie ac- 
count. 

One reason perhaps, of so great a hue and cry about 
Mr JeflTerson's reUgion, was the fact that it was at Hat 
time deemed sacrilege to touch upon certun articlea 
<tf Chiistitui faith set forth in (he Scriptures ; the reasona- 
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bleoess or unreasoiuiUeiien of certaiD dor.trine« it was then 
thought was not to be cidled in question. /The mystery of 
the Glodhead, (a thing entirely incomprehensible to finite 
tninde,) it waa thought was absolutely profaned if iuveeti- 
gated, and the unity of the Divine Being woa looked up- 
on as the union of bodj^and soul, a thing which we know 
does certainly exist, but which it is impossible for us to ' 
expiaiu. It was not tlien conjectured that a subject which 
waE accustomed to be af^iroached "with such reverence by 
the Christian world almost universally, would in a few 
short years become a common topic of dispute and conten- 
tion ; that men calling themselves Christian?, and tbeo 
condemning a person to perdition for haivitigadoubt on the 
subject, would themselves one day stand forth as the op- 
posers of the doctrine, and make it the subject of as ifiuch 
prolnne remark and intemperate declamation as though 
tfaey were disputing about the birthplace of Homer. To . 
make it a subject df even speculative inquiry, then, if 
known, was to excite a general shudder of horror. 

Let those who have never yielded to the seductions of 
philosophy, * That leads to bewilder, and dazZles to blind,' 
take wwnirjg, and instead of pronouncing anathemas xtp- 
aa others, diaritaUy indulge the hope that Christ may be 
(he Saviour of many who have him not, and dwell with 
re{)turous anticipation upon the joyful surprise when that 
most perfect Being shall be revealed aa Judge of quick and 
dead, and the darkness of Philosophy dispelled b^ore the 
rising of the Sim of Righteouraiess. 

After the inaugurati<Hi of the President, one would Rave 
fu^ipoeed there must have been a season of comparatiro 
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quiet ; but no, ibe fire of the adversary was kept up with 
adniuable spirit. New cbarges were broughf againut liim 
daily, almost hourly ; soma of which decency f(H-bids u» 
to mention, and even finales taking (he field, would round- 
ly assert he was a person whom delicacy alone should 
prevent their advocating, and that it was downright scan- 
dalous and immodest fw /(H^ tospeakfavoiableofamaQ 
whose character for gallantry, according to their silly sto- 
ries, exceeded aU that ever went beftH'e him. 

If at any time the Republican papers answered to any 
of the varied charges against the Presidenl, and exposed 
the falsehood of those charges, which tliey frequently did 
with some ^irit, iUvas imme^ately circulated through the 
Union, by the papers on the opposite side, that such pint 
was supported by the President wholly, although perhaps 
the very week b^ore it had been confidently asserted the 
very same paper was wholly supported by France ; how 
they understood this, unleee they ctmlbunded him with the 
French Republic, is difficult to say. 

Mr JeSerscHi's dislike to a Navy had long been known ; 
it was now re-urged with great warmth. He waacontinu- 
ally accused by the opposition of a determJoatioQ to involve 
the country in a war with Great Britaui, and at the some 
lime strip her of the means of defence, so as to put her e o- 
tirely at the mercy of France for potection. His chief 
di^ke to a Navy was on account of the vast accumulati(«i 
of. public debt it would occasion, and because he thought 
to use his own words, ' it was the great cause of the op- 
prestton tmder which the pe<^o of England groaned;' all 
the dangers too which threatened that country he aacrib- 
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cd to it. He thought- it ' ooe cause, and not a lesser one, 
(rf the overthrow of the French govemnient, and that 
8Mne cheaper substitnte fcx natural defence might be 
found.* For thi^ however, he was aaroiled with all kinds 
of abuse Irixu the tqipbaticn. The &ct was, thousands of 
aspirants stood ready for offices in that department, who 
considered themseivee disappointed through his means, 
and it is impossible to conjecture how he could have given 
satisfaction could a Navy have been created cm the ^x>t 
unless the whole could have been manned with officers. 

But of all the sut^cls of contention and criminalicm 
there is none perhaps that will appear more unaecounlable 
to posterity than that respecting the apquisition of Louis- 
iana by purchase, and yet it is a fact that more ink was 
wasted in writing abusive invectives against the President 
for this act of his administration, tiian for any other, if we 
e»:ept the Embargo. 

The singular ingratitude of decrying a measure that put 
us in peaceable possession of this long contested territory, 
vn must confess has often been a matter of astmikhment 
to u& To make this subject understood it is necessary to 
look a great way. 

Every one at all acquainted with our national hist^sry 
will rec(dlect the We$tem liwwrtctwn, but every one has 
not taken the trouble to treasure up in his mind the cause 
of a revtdt that so disturbed the mind of Washington, and 
threatened a disBoluti<Hi of the Umon, nor reflected perhaps 
that the cause can never i^rate again white Louisiana 
is in the possession of the United States. The whole 
seemed to have escaped the minds of the opposition, when 
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Hiey commeneed the attack sbout the punhase of Louie- 
iana. 

Aa this aflfeir ftirnished the prineiptd subject of ccmTcr- 
sation at the tea table as at the corners of the rtreet^ in 
the drawing-roonw of the great, as well as in the bar-room 
of every petty Ion in the Union, at the precise period to 
. which we have brought our story, we shall be pardoned 
perhaps for giving a brief sketch of the state of aflWrs re- 
acting the Territory befcre it became the im^rtyof the 
United States. 

In the latter part of the year 179S, the inhabitants of the 
Btate of Kentucky addressed a memorial to the General 
Qovemment praying for measures to restore to tfaem the 
free navigation of the MissisNppi, and the privilege of using 
New Orleans as a place of depot, wticb Spain had lately 
taken a freak to deprive them of. The Senate of the 
United States returned for answer that ' negotiations were 
then pending between the two Governments, in which tlie 
right claimed by them would be asserted.* 

Kscontent and tumult had for some time been foment- 
ing (HI this open abuse throughout the western country'', 
and this answer of the Senate did iK>t satisfy the hot- 
headed Kentuckians and Georgians, who making common 
cause, joined their forces and assembled in Georgia, with 
a party of French lo co-operate with them, intending to 
move down the river and attack New Orleans. It is not 
necessary to recapitulate here the whole particulars of these 
violent and unlawful proceedings ; by the prompt energy 
of Washington, aided by the Legislature of the country, a 
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Hifficient force vros immediately sent to put them down, 
and the insurrection was quelled. In the succeeding year 
the Government of Spain thought proper to concede to the 
United States the privilege formally, viz. the right of navi- 
gation of the MiadasippirBswellaaNewOrleansadftplaee 
of depot. The United States continued to enjoy it until 
October, 1802. Spain was now at peace with France, 
and in friendship with Bonaparte the First Consul, and this 
wos seized on at once by the o[^msition as a handle when 
thelntendant of Louisiana gave notice of an edict of Fer- 
dinand, by which the United States were again deprived 
of their privilege, and iwbid the navigation of the Missis- . 
SLf^i, and the use of New Orleans as a place of depot, and 
by then) it was asserted that a war with Spain was now 
inevitable. 

To war with Spain was now virtuallyto war with 
France, a,iid to war with France, then rapidly extending 
her conquests over the Globe, was at once to throw the 
country into the arms of England, as without her aid, it 
would have been impossible under the then existing cir- 
cumstances to prosecute the war. The opposition now 
continually sounded in the public ear, 'There was no way 
consistent with national honor to avoid a war with Spain.* 
A proposition was made in the House of Representatives 
to occupy New Orleans by force, and after a epirited de- 
bale, rejected by a large majority. Mr Jefferson deter- 
mined to avoid if possiUe a measure eo ruinous, and ^■ith 
liie advice, and concurrence of th« ^nate, despatched 
messengers to Madrid to treat about the purchase of Loui»- . 
iana. When advices were received respecting the cession 
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tif Loui^ana to France, Congress deliberated with closed 
doors, and agreed to await the eflect of a similar ap[Jica- 
tion to Paris, and they did awaitin co(Jness and patience, 
though beset by all the tory faction in the country, who 
with incessant pehings, spared oo terms of abuse ; curios- 
ity, restless and Impatient was added to other causes of 
exasperation. Witti respect to the situation of affairs be- 
tween us and New Orleans, they were constantly dwelling 
upon the villainy of Ferdinand, and the vast importance 
ofljie privilege he had deprived us of, and the nian<Euver- 
iug spii'it of France, through whose machinations it was 
affiLTued Ihe injury was caused, &c. &c. 

The territory of New Orleaiis was represented as a per- 
fect paradise, a source of immense wealth, a second 'and 
of promise, flowing with milk and honey, abounding with 
every' thing mre and vaLuaMe. Most exaggerated stories 
of its riches and commercial advanta^s were (ircuiated : 
and tiiis most desirable spot — this city of wealth, it was 
constantly ailirmed, ' ought to belong lo the United Slates, 
that the acquisition of it was of immense importance ; we 
were continually reminded that Providence now held it 
out to our gra^ aitd it required nothing but resolution to 
seieejt; that nothmg but the greatest imivovidence and 
cowardice in the government prevented measures lieing 
immediately resorted to for occupying it by force ; that it * 
required nodung but resolution to seize it.' 

The plunder of New Orleans however desirable to eome, 

would have been a siAject of minor importance to the state 

. of things, which the forciUe seiziu-e of it would have 
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brought about. A JVetlem insuntctKn would now have 
been extremely popular with the faction, and a watchword 
for the rising of the whole company. 

Imagination reccnls at the idea of the misery and blood- 
shed, of thedespoliem and degradation which such an event 
might possibly have introduced, and an involuntary excla- 
mation of gratitude escapes fvora the heart to that Bein^ 
who has thus far disappointed the schemes of the unprin- 
cipled and ambitious — 'who has brought us through so 
many and great dangerE^ and still preserved us'a free peo- 
ple, with virtuous ntlers, and our present happy fomi of 
government. 

But when it was opeiily announced that New Orleans, 
with the whole Territory of Louisiana hgd quietly come 
into the possession of the United States by purchase, with- 
out the shedding of blood, or involving usinaquanelwith 
any nation, nothing could exceed (he consternation of the 
oppositionists. Though staggering tutder the blow, their 
miergies were soon Excused for a fresh attack, and every 
engine set to work to decry the measure. It was asserted 
in the first place that ' while messengers were on the way 
to Paris, the Territory wasprivately ceded to France.' — 
The filets were not then distinctly understood by the pub- 
lic, which were afterwards developed. That tie Territory 
of Louiedana was guaranteed to France in a secret treaty, ' 
signed at Paris in 1800, by the Plenipotentiaries of France 
and Spain, (the last year of Mr Adams' administration,) 
and the cession was actually made m 1801, and ibflBlbtan- 
ish Intendant instructed to make arrangements to-Wiver 
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the country to the French CommisBioners.* But to re- 
turn. 

The paltry sum, (in comparison of its real Talue,) paid 
for. the Territory, wa« continually enlarged upon, as a debt 
which it would beggar the whole United Slates to pay.— 
The city of New Orleans, so lately the most desirable qp- 
quisition on earth, would they now insisted, \mly be a con- 
tinual drain ; with regard to its situation and value, it was 
now represented as a ' dirty marsh,' the very ' air of which 
breathed pestilence,' an inconsiderable miserable hole, des- 
tined to be the grave of thousands yet unborn, and on eve- 
ry account a place we were far worse off for possessing, 
than we should be without it. Thousands of our fellow 
citizens they prophesied, would yearly be slain there, in 
the vain attempt to preserve it from Spanish and French 
spoliation. They foresaw it would be reclaimed at no 
distant time, though its intrinsic value was less they as- 
serted than one third of the money paid for it, and finally 
■ fy/tt. there could be no possible motive in the purchase but 
to please France, who they said, 'wanted money and must 
have iL' 

. Finding nothing gained from all this, the enemies of 
the administration now changed the method of attack. — 
Some little difficulty arose in settling the boundaries of the 
purchase, and now the hue and cry arose ' that ihe Presi- 
dent had suffered himself to be cheated, most egregiously 
dung^in the purchase, since llie boundaries had not been 
r-fj^ltl)' defined.' But although they said^ 'the Presi- 
* (Joodrich's -Hifltory of the United States. 
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dent had acted with unparalleled folly, in purchasing it as 
he had done, yet they were 'ready to avenge the insull, 
and compel justice at the point of the sword.' But in vain 
did their generosity pn^ei so great a eacrifice, no advan- 
tage waa taken of such benevolefit offers, in vain was the 
philos(^hic temper of the President assailed at all pcunts, 
no vulnerable place could be found, notlung appeared to 
disturb the equal tenor of his mind, or aJter his conduct in 
the least, calm and unruffled he bore the storm, as he 
did through the whole of the stormy period uf Ids adiiiin- 
istration. The boundaries of Louisiana were now peace- 
ably settled, and the all desolating horrors of war once 
more avoided. 

That national tumult of the deacripf ion now under con- 
sideration, originated in disappointed ambition'in nine cases 
out of ten, no one can for a moment doubt ; but in the 
scramb^ for power at that period it is difficult to say fwe- 
cisely what kind of power was aimed at. Various surmises 
were hazarded by the friends of the reigning adminlstrtu 
tion, who exasperated by the continual accusations of de- 
vo&m to FraiKe, would sometimes retaliate with great ee- 
verity, though for the most part they were compelled to 
act on th« defensive. 

The design to bring the United States again under th^ 
yoke of Great Britain, (as they were sometimes charged 
with,) seenaa scarcely probable, as in case of such a trans- 
fer, few could h<^ for reward or emolument ; such a 
swarm of needy nobility and gentry would have been first 
to be provided for, chance if even the very ringleadere of 
insuirectioo would have man than c«ught the orumbe thi^ 
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fell ftom their table ; they could not at -all events have 
been so much exalted but others must have been above 
them, and the amtntion of many would not have stopped 
short of the topmost rounds of the ladder. 

That it was the wish of the minority, or rathw of thar 
leaders,. to dissolve ^ Republican form of govemmmt, 
and Bulntitute an absolute monarchy of their own, wa« 
rather more rational.* 

Another suggestion, or rather charge against them was 
'that they aimed to divide the country into a number of 
petty principahties, where each ambitious spirit could have 
found employment in lording it over a few acres, each lit- 



• Though in the ago of childhood at that period, we re- 
collect BOCDO circumatatTces Tavoring such a supposition, in 
particular ve have s distinct recollection of a certain oriB- 
tocraticel family who betrayed great anxiety to get th« dodw 
of a young ton enrolled amoDg the Cincinnati in the stead of 
bis deceased father. With childish curiosity we teased the 
motlier to know ' what ad?antiige such an honor could pos- 
sibly bestow, and we recollect, that afler stating to us tha 
origin of the Society, and its general objects, she added, 
' but there is another thing connected with it, which you 
must never teil — it is supposed the form of government in 
this country will sometime or other be changed, and if it is, 
they will be an Order of Nobility.' 

Child as we were at that period, we considered the beep- 
ing of a secret as a trust of inviolable honor, and though we 
, aometimse used to contemplate our little friend as a future 
nobleaan, never mentioned it ; by degraee, however, we 
begao to think it a monstrous perverson, that the heroes who 
had staked their lives upon the principle, ' Th^ all men 
were, and of right ought to be, free and equal,' should un- 
cooicioUiBly be made the ioatrument of forging new fetters. 
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Uc sovereign been ind^iendeBt in his own territory, and 
collected arouttd liim a choice Utile Court of all the wealth 
and ail the talents c<Hnprehended within the circle of hia 
own juriediction. Thia would have been arUtocraey mth 
a vengeance. Ridjculous as such a supposition may ap- 
pear, there waa aometbiug to ground even such an opinion 
upon, and that was the manifeet design to dissolve the Union, 
the great paina taken to set the middle and eaalern Stales 
against the southern and western. 

But after all, these thinga were conjecture, it ie impoe- 
sible to tell what would have been done by persons who 
never had tlie power to do what they listed. 

Aa to the administration party, they have not been 
without those errora which every thing human ia subject 
to. But thirty years of republican legislation since that 
period has proved the charges then made against them to 
foe fedse, and the prophecies vain. These latter, as we 
can now look calmly back and "smile to hear the distant 
tempest roar," it is quite amuaing to recount. 

First, that "the country was about (o be sold lo 
France." 

Secondly, " that rant Jacobinism woijld immediately 
take the lead erf pure republican principles.'* 

Thirdly, " that anarchy and wild misrule would imme- 
diately become the order of the day." 

Fourthly, " that more innocent blood would flow in our 
countiy, if the power continuedin the bands of Uie repub- 
lican party tneaty years, than ever deluged France during 
the time of revolutionary fury." 
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Fifthly, " that in much lees time, Atheistical principles 
would progress so fast as almost to banish the very name 
of religion," 

Sixthly, " that our altars would soon be banished and 
our temples overthrown, the sabbath disregarded and even 
the very appearance of religion cease." 

Seventh, " that mui'der, adultery, and all the horrible 
crimes that ever scourged society would soon walk abroad 
unawed and unchecked." 

Eighth, " that the country was ahout to be overrun with 
Frenchmen, and that in a few years it would be difficult 
to distinguish our own countrymen or former language, 
as there would be throughout the country such a jumble 
of French and English as would surpass the confusion of 
Babel." 

Ninth, " that misery and speedy degradation awaited 
us at home, and abroad contempt and pity." 

These and many more such prophecies were continu- 
ally handed about, and formed a subject of unceasing la- 
mentation and general conversation by the party inimical 
to the administration of that period. Nearly t hirly years of 
ptaceftd legUlatioa, we had like to have said, but peaceful 
it cannot be called, (constantly assaulted from foes with- 
out' and opposition within,) but thirty years legislation of 
die same party, pursuing invariably the same policy, have 
since passed, and let us take a surrey of the state of our 
country.* 

* Some difference of opinion may exist with rtspect to 
what constitates that period, but We belicTe none wjli dis- 
pute that nearlj thirty years of pure Aepublican legislation 
DOS passed since 1801. 
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Is there a nation on earth more respected abroad 1 We 
are not, it is true, giving- laws to the world ; but we are 
giving an example which every nation on the globe ia 
anxious to copy ; an example that haa aroused many an 
oppressed people to itruggle for their rights, and caused 
every tyrant on the throne to tremble. 

The same wise policy towards France and England, 
hsa invariably been pursued by our Government We 
hold them bsih in peace friende, but not allies, not atleast 
in the sense implied by tbe opposition. 

The sabbaih has continued to be regarded, as a day 
set apart for rehgioua services ; and instead of our tem- 
ples being overthrown, there ia no end to the new ones 
erecting. But amidst many contending sects, aome hy- 
pocrisy, and more enthusiasm, pure and vital religion ne- 
ver probably had so great an influence upon any nation. 
We see that liberty of conscience, so far from degenerating 
into licentiousness, haa had anopposite tendency, ^t has 
caused the 4iflerent aecta of religion to be more regular in 
their walk, more exact in the performance of their duties. 
It has caused a holy emulation of who shall honor God 
moat, and each ia afraid to transgress his laws atill more 
from the fear of being reprovediiy the brighter example 
<rf his neighbor. 

In all countries public opinitm is somewliat fluctuating, 
and it b nothing uncommon to see one party up to-day, 
and to-morrow down, and vice versa — and it is somewhat 
singular that notwithstanding the untiring (^position of 
the minority, power has continued so long in the hands 
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of one party, and tlic cause is really a matter of interest- 
ing inquir}'. 

But to those who candidly and impartially investigate 
the subject, we think it must be obvious that one great 
reason, and that peihaps the greatest, is the treatment of 
puUic officers of the administration party by the opposi- 
tion. Through the whole contest ihey have constantly 
maintaii^ed, (and it is the most curious assertion they ha^~e 
made,) that they were the strongest side; that all the 
wealth, talents, and erudition, as well as all the virtue,,in 
the country, were on their side. If this be true, it is sur- 
prising that their opponents have for so many years held 
the reins of power, the first offices in the gift of the coun- 
try, and still do hold them. By what strange fatality 
does it happen, that none but the illiterate, the untalented 
and the poor, can govern J That the strong are overcame 
by tUe weak — the wise by the simple — the learned by the 
unlearned and illiterale. 

Were this in any one instance the case, and we believe 
it has been in many, a very sufficient reason might be 
given for the exaltation of the humble and the abasement 
of the proud. 

People of very different sentiments have reasoned to- 
gether upon the subjects of their difierence and kept iheir ■ 
tempers ; have kept within the bounds of decency and 
good breeding ; have argued and even diluted wittiout 
losing sight of politeness — but scarce ever has an argu- 
ment been conducted by the opposition without degenera- 
ting into Bcunility and personal abuse.* Th.^ private cha- 

'We allude particularly to the expressions commonly used 
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ractei-s, and family misfortunes, and hereditary defects of 
many a political opponent liaa been dragg«d forth, and 
exposed with malignant satire before an unfeeling world ; 
every political club of ibeira was a circle of scandal, and 
every opposition paper a veliicle that conveyed it to the 
public. Male gossips were continually prowling about, 
hunting for something disgraceful in the characters or 
families of their opponsnts ; and though the discoveries 
thus made has certainly disgraced some individuals, and 
killed more — though in some few instances a man may 
in conserjuence have put a pistol to his head, or a woman 
died bi he whole, the discoverers 

have bi 

We I ' thus attacked did not in 

most ii great evil of any sia or 

ftJIy, t to imitate us. We do not 

say that the vulgar abuse so liberally poured out upon 
one party, wa^ not often most abundantly returned. But 
we do eay that they were second in the offence, and only 
followed the example of their refined and talented neigh- 
bors who should have set them a better. The woe has 
fallen upon ttioee by whtHii the c^lraice came. 

Happily these things reach not beyond the grave, they 
affect not the memory of the departed, they seem indeed 
fiHgotlen, while all tlie good in their chu-acter is titmem- 
bered. Many a pen busy once in slandering the ch(9ac- 

iD the opposition papers of that day. The poji'e epithets 
of 'Demagogues,' 'Jacobins,' 'Jackasses," *Cut-lbroals.* 
'Hell-bounds,' 'Blood-hounds,' &c: &c. whidi were baadit- 
ed about in liberal profusion. 
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ler and impeaching the motives of the venerable statee- 
man who tlien presided over the councils of the nation, 
has since done ample justice. Many have actually be* 
come convinced of their error, and others having now no 
political purpose to answer, are glad to avow tlieir real opin- 
ions, and wotild thankfiiUy, were the thing possible, now 
make reparation ; that however is not necessary, since all 
~ attempts at injury have been like the snail,- who under- ' 
took to obscure the beauty of a portico in a celebrated tem- 
ple, by dragging slime over it* 



•For the last few years preceding Ihe election of the pres- 
ent Chief Magistrate, the spirit of party seemed to slumber, 
and M very qniet bad it become, that smiie even ventured 
M predict that it would be finally laid, that the two parties 
had melled into one, and become lo perfectly amalgamated, 
we ahould soon be unable to dininguisb either. Would ta 
God it might have been so, but alas, the old enainy is once 
more awake, and like a giant refreshed, be has arisen, and 
is once more in the field. The same methods takes to 
blacken the character of the national rulers in 1803, has 
again been tried over. Then the country was about to be 
sold te France, now it was to be governed b^ ' military des- 
potism.' What is meant by this term tha people do not per- - 
fectly understand, but many a well meaning person has been 
influenced by it, and with his head filled with visions of 
standing armiea, soJdiere quartered in his house, eating up 
bis whole substance, and his sons dragged away to fight the 
battles of he knows not what, andhaunted by the imaginary 
sound of the drum and fife, has been induct to vote for he 
knows not nhat, and advocate measures of which he is a 
very iocompetenl judge, solely from fear of a ' military 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Skakffturt. 

Mr Cornelius Van Horn, and his old fesfaioned dame, 
abeolulely felt themselves in a new state of existence 
when first introduced into the circle at Mr Holbey's. The 
visitors almost exclusively cfwsieted of persons (rf senti- 
ments, diametrically oppa^ite to his own in most points.— 
But be was astonished to find many Uiere whos» proud 
MiatocralH w^oas would, ha judged, have made tliem 



cbieSaio.' This reminds us of an anecdote, to very appli- 
cable to the subject we canaot forbear the relalion of it. 

Walking in a remote country place In the year 1609, with 
a party ef young ladies, wq came to a lonely cottage inhah- 
ited by an ag«d couple ; one of the ladies stopped Sat water, 
while the remainder seated themselves on a bench at sons 
little distance awaiting her re-appear a noe. After soma time 
wc were aroused by violent ana repeated bursts of laughter 
fram within, we immadiately rushed into the bouse in a body 
to learn the cause of the merriment. The old womaa sat 
staring in slupid wonderment, while her husband discoventd 
a most curious physiognomy. Our rude young companion 
was seated on the floor, with her combs scattered about, hCiT 
hair hanging about her shoulders, and every feature con- 
rulsed with laughter which was renewed upon our entrance. 
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more select in their company, for the real character of Mr 
end Mrs Holbey was, notwithstanding their brilliant par- 
ties, and the display in their habitation, very soon gener- 
ailly understood, and remarks to their disadvantage and 
cutting sarcasms were frequently made even by their 



We insisted upon knowing the cauK, whiffh, interrupted by 
many a paroxysm, she at length gavfi us. 

' You see,' said she, ' how nappy they seem here, should 
not vou think these people were perfectly happy t 

All -' Yea.' 

' Well, the old man has been perfectly miaerable this eight 
jears, for fear he should have to ipeoA: frcncA in his old age, 
he had no other liriog trouble.' 

Here she rela|ised into sueh a long and violent fit of laugh- 
ler, that the old man scratching his head two or three times, 
was compelled to finish the story. 

' They told me, (he proceeded,) eight years ago. ij Jef- 
ftrton went in, this country tens to be bnmgkt tinder Fi-anet,' 
so says I, for sartin, if Frenchmen are to rule over us, wa 
shall have to speak French, shui'i we ? Yes indeed, says 
they, there will be a law that every body that speaks Eng- 
lish shall be guillotined. Now the being under France or 
England would not have mademuch difference to me, as I 
shan't be here long you know, but to set about in ray old 
age to learn French, and to have to jabber, and mince, and 
bow and scrape, why I thought I'd rather die first, and I 
have thought of nothing eke for -eight years.' 

We never saw the old man again, who died soon after, of 
the infirmities of age ; bat we understood from one of bis 
neighbors who witnessed his es4t, that so completely bad 
the idea of ' coming under France,' as he called it, got pos- 
session of his brain, that he raved iacessanlJyabout it in the 
delirium of death, and his last words were, *]fy God, I can 
4iever learn French!' 
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guests, while feaating at their board, some of which he 
fell assured, did at times reach their ears, but tliey were 
100 politic to understand them. The good old geutlemau 
feh even grieved that such expense should be lavished up- 
on st}cli UEiihankfuI guests, and moralized much upon the 
folly of human nature in thus perversely piusuing a 
.shadow, when true happiness and contentment eeenied 
within their grasp. As to c^versation in these compa- 
nies, as politics was the unfailing and untiring theme, and 
he abominated a pitched battle, he was obliged to content 
himself with occasionally liirowing in a remark, or teUing 
a story, or chatting in a comer with the neglected Ade- 
laide, whose powers of mind he easily discerned though 
diffidence and the fear of her domineering aunt and ^vere 
uncle prevented their develojnnent. The deep game Mr 
Holbey was playing with re?pect to her property, was 
something never suspected by him; he, nor no one pres- 
ent guessed at the nefarious villainy of his conduct to- 
wards that iiofortunate orphan, for in addition to the re- 
compense obtained for her education and board, Mr Mell- 
ville had lately fom'arded large sums to be placed in one 
of the banks in New York in her name, in order to secure 
her a little property, in case of those accidents in business 
which all are liable to ia the fluctuations of tcade. His 
fears of exposure bad trebled since the announcement of 
the purchase of Louisiana by the United States, before that 
event he felt safe from being surprised by the appearance 
of Mr Mellville, as he had made a vow never to return to 
the United States, and Mr Holbey knew he would be con- 
scientious in keeping it ; but now thai the Territory in 
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which he had BCttled while a Spanish province, had come 
wilhin our own juiisdiction, and was about to be admitted 
into the uumber of States,* he thought the prospect rather 
gloomy, Edward Mellviile could now visit any part of 
the Union without an infringement of hia promise ; oi(e 
thing, however, still comforted him, and that was the over- 
whelming press of business that lied Edward to New Or- 
leans. This small source of consolation was destined to 
fail subsequently, when the vexatious restricti<»is upon our 
commerce obliged him to withdraw the vast amount of 
property afloat on the ocean, and become a man of leisure, 
but we will not anticipate. The thorns of conscience ney- 
er troubled Mr Holbey, yet his life had now for some time 
past been one rfraciing inquietude. No double-dealer ie 
so securely masked but bis villainy may some tune come 
to light, and it often happens in a moment unlocked for ; 
all this he was aware o^ and peace was a stranger to his 
bosom. 

With the E family Adelaide had kept up constant 

intercourse ; the letters of Sidney always made mention 
of her iQ a most aSectiooate manner, yet the health of the 
young man it appeared was by no means confirmed, and 
hia great design in writing so often to his friends appeared 
to prepare their minds gradually for the change, which 
though protracted, ha believed to be hastening on. 

The fortitude of Adelaide it is true^ supported her, but 
tbe struggle between the fluctualioiis of hope, .and alter- 

* ft was not however admitted into the number of Ststea 

sBiitjeis. 
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nations of despmr, occasioned serious injury to her health, 
and her uncle approbated her going into the country far a. 

time with the "E^ family, who were about to remove 

to a faim of theirs some miles from the city. They gave 
her a pressing invitation to go wUh them, but Mrs Holbey, 
however, to her astonishment and regret, absolutely re- 
fused, saymg she was so useful to her in entertaining her 
friends, diat she could not spare her. This was really 
the case, but besides the assistance which she gave to her 
auni, there was another and a selfish reason why she could 
not be spared. 

Among their numerous visitors was a family of the 
name of R-^ — , who at that lime made a great figure in 
the city. They were esteemed immensely rich, but per- 
sons who had risen from great obscurity, and the manner 
in which their wealth was supposed to be obtained, had 
rendered them rather more notorious than iiiany whose 
rise in the world had been equally rapid. 

Just before the brealdng out of the revolution in Trance, 

John R ■ was a common sailor out of the port of 

New York. He had married the daughter of a fruit wo- 
man, residing in one of those underground habttatjona 
that contain so large a part of the population of the city, 
and for three or four years (hey struggled through great 
difficulties. Neither of them were gifted with much sen- 
sibility, and Nancy, the wife, was aa desljtute of under- 
standing as a human being couH possibly be who was' 
just capable of performing the common offices of life.— 
Hftwever, they got along ; and John, from using great 
diligence on shore, obtained some knowledge of the set. 
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ence of navigation; and at length, in his seventh voyage, 
became Mate of a vessel. This vessel was (lesitned to a 
port in France, whithei she arrived in the begianing of 
the uproar. 

The Captain had di^weed of his freight, and neariy 
sjiipped a return cargo, when he was taken suddenly ill, 
hnd died in a few hours — of cour^ the mate became first 
in command. Previous however to the Captain's death, 
he bad made preparations to hrii^ away a noble lanjily 
to the United States, and arrangements had been secretly 
made to accommodate them on board. Just before his 
death he held a consnltation with the mate, with wliom 
he as was sug^poeed, left instructions respecting the pro- 
scribed and persecuted family. The mate proceeded to 
Paris ewen before the captain was buiied. One or two 
short but mysterious excursions followed, and the vessel 
was hurried away in the night on her voyage htHueward. 
But no passengers came ; something of Uie business had 
t^n made known <m board previous to tlie captain's de- 
cease, and to the honest questions of the sadors, the mate 
relumed answer, tliat he could nut find the family and it 
was hazardous remaining longer in port 

The confused manner of the captam, bis fiequent fits 
of al^racdon, and certain sentences uttered in hie sleep, 
on his voyage homeward, excited the suspicions of the 
- Clew thai the captain had secreted tlie {Hvperty of the 
said fomily on board, and betrayed the -owners of it to the 
faryofthe Directory. No other proof of it ever appeared, 
Ifaowever, except from the circumstances of the family, 
vbich from that daj^ere materially ^tered. 
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Id the course of a few years they ventuied to ccnne out 
in full splendor— kept a gig, then a carriage, took a large 
houae and furnished it in great style, and sent their chil- 
dren to the first boarding school^ but as they were mostljr 
too old to make over, there was after all such an odd 
mixture of refinement and vulgaiity aboat them as t« 
cause much amusement." 

The crowding themselves among people of (on was at 
'£rst somewhat difficult ; but what will not money eSectt 
In the enteipiise of climbing into company, tliey wew 
aided by the owners of the little vessel which still continu- 
«d her mysterious voyages, and etill retained captain 

R as its master, and it was often matter of won- 

■der, that such a little affair — ^for she was only tons 

burthen — should be a source of such immense profit as it 
appeared. 

Captam R had one eon, his eldest child ; he 

was a hopeful youth, and seemed to prcniiise to spend 
some of hie father's ill-gotten wealth. He was much 
caressed, for profiigateas his fHrincipkswere there wssa 
certain ahr of quality and assurance about him that was 
extremely taking ; he was not handsome indeed, but 
these helped to set ofl' his well-made person to great ad- 
vantage, confirmed by the reputation of his bther's inex- 
haustible riches. 

The two daughters of Mr Holbey were 'both, fascinatfid 

iy young R : — , but unforttmately he had caught r 

j^impse of their cousin, and was captivated by her. His 
character and principles had become known to Adela ide 
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from a mournful circumstance that had transpired in the 
neigliboihood, and she justly abhorred him. 

He had won the affections of a young orphan girJ, a 
diependant in his father's family, and left her a ptey to 

ghame and misery. Captain R and his coaxse 

wife had no charity for sins like hers, and they turned 
her from their door without pity or remorse. Slie Bought 
and found shelter with a friend, though an humble one, 
who lived in the same street and only a few paces from 
the residence of Mr Holbey. Here the miserj' of her sit- 
uation, combined with a broken heart, brought on a fever. 
Adelaide accidentally heard of her situation, from a ser- 
vant in the family; she visited her frequently, andiiie 
wretched giil expired in her arms, after having given 
birth to an infant which happily followed her in a few 
lioura. 

It seemed to be a great delight to Mrs Holbey to tor- 
ment her niece. As to marrying her to Frederick R- ■ 

she oould not have wished it; as she had long intended, 
if possible, to make a match for him with oneofher own 
■daughters; and elie knew lier niece abhorred Iiim. But 
he had deputized her to plead his case, and the spirit of 
contradiction made it a much easier task than she had 
anticipated. 

*And so, madam,' said Mrs Holbey, after an animated 
debate, 'and so, madam, you will not have any thing to 

say to Frederick R , on account of that dirty minx, 

whom you degraded yourself by visiting a few months 
since.' 
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' Dear aunt, eaii Adelaide, 'do not speak of poor So- 
phia in that manner ; consider she was, though basely 
betrayed, a true penitent, and doubtless now is a saint in 
Heaven.' 

' Monstrous ! what, that Drab in Heaven t why what 
sort of company do you suppose are admitted there ? Bui 
this is nothing to the purpose ; thoae kind of things are 
nothing in a man — Frederick is not esteemed any worse 
for it.' 

'But,' retorted her niece, 'the law of God makes no 
difference between the offenders on account of the opinion 
of men. The judgment of this world will be reversed in 
the eternal world. There the belrayed will be justified, 
and the betrayer condemned.' 

' Why,' said her aunt, 'do I understand you 1 do you 
pretend to say that a man is as bad as a woman in such 
cases P 

* Worse, infinitely worse,' said her niece ; ' who is the 
tempter 1 You might as well say that Eve was more 
guilty than the devil that tempted her. No woman is 
tempter, unless some vile abandoned creature long addicted 
to a course of vice, and we ase not spealdng of such. 
Though the great Legislator makes no difference in the 
offenders, as I before observed, the world will not even 
divide the guilt, and let him who has caused it, come in 
for a share. And 1 must confess that of all the &iilte of 
my sex, I am most ashamed of that of endeaTouriog to 
screen the other from blame, and lay all the &ult to their 
own. There is in my opinion something not only un- 
ieminine, and indelicate in it, but mmstrouely dejMuvcd, 
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and I never see a woman caresalng one of those sort of men, 
I mean loading him with civilities, but I suspect in a 
moment the purity of her own principles.* 

Here Mrs Holbey stopped, utterly at a loss for an an- 
swer; the boldness of her niece amazed her, and the novelty 
<rf the doctrine confoiuided at length lacking to another 
point, rfie went on. 

' Now Adelaide think how much pains 1 have taken to 
look yoa up a good husband, and here is one young, rich, 
and handsome, one that half the girls in the city would be 
glad to have.' 

' I am very sorry indeed to disappoint you madam, but 
ihe heart is not to be forced, and my judgment here cor- 
responds with my'feelings, I will positively never marry a 
man of his principles.' 

'Ridiculous,' muttered Mrs Holbey, as she ascended (o 
the drawing-room to entertain a select party, 'insufferably 
ridiculous.' 

This select party was a very few friends of the younger 

class, invited to keep Frederic R in coimtenance, her 

own daughters were presept, and Adelaide together for a 
novelty. Condemned to pass the time in the society of 
one whom she both detested and despised, her niece en- 
deavored to conduct herself with propriety, and yet so as 
to give as little t^nce as possible ; her coldness however 

was so marked, that Frederic R tould not but feel 

mortified at it, and determined to revenge himself by flirt- 
ing with her coumn Miss Emeline, who was A) good na- 
twed as to endeavor to sooth th& feelings of the mortified 
lover, Emd so suceesdul were her efibrts, that the evening 
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passed olT tolerably, and Adelaide came off with a far more 
iQodecale lecture tJian she expected. 

Mrs Holbey had designed to have the assistance of her 
hui>band in tormenting her niece, but the flirtation of her 
daughter tliis evening changed the current of her thoughts, 
end she now resolved to lend all her forces to accomplish 
for Emcline, what she had before despaired of doing. Her 
endeavors were well seconded by that young lady, and to 
make a long story short, Emeline Holbey in a few short 

weeks became the wife of Mr R much to the sntis- 

faction of her cousin, who tried to treat him as a relative, 
though the Imago of the betrayed and murdered Sophia 
would at times rise between iliem. 

One great object of the family was now accomplished ; 
tliey had disposed of one of their daughters as' was sup- 
posed to a nian of fortune, at least one who would be so. 
The idea of strengthening themselves by such an alUance, 
was ever uppermost, but in this they were doomed to be 

disappointed. Captain R- had no re^ctable 

connexions whatever, and in fact he had none now of 
any kind, having frozen all his poor relatives out of the 
house long since ; by some strange acddeni his low origin ■" 
was not known to the family he connected himself with 
until after the marriage; then it was a subject of great eat- 
isfaction to some of the guests of Mr Holt>ey to hint at, as 
also the indirect sneers by which he obtained liis property. 
The first they were exceedingly mortified at, the last vae 
a subject of perfect indifference ; no fears of a terrible re- 
tribution alai-med them. 
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Much aa Mr Van Horn saw to despise in this family 
he could- not from the habitual benevolence of his feel- 
ings, but feel a sensation of jnty for the young lady, who 
had precipitated herself into a marriage witha fellow of 
Frederic's "well known,principles. Once he ventured to 
hint something of that sort while the matter was pending, 
but finding it not very graciously received, forbore the sub- 
ject. 

After the marriage of Emeline, the new couple were 

accommodated with an elegant mansion in street, 

most splendidly furnished, and the ]mde of Mrs Holbey,' 
and mean ambition of her husband were exceedingly grat- 
ified by the display of their daughter's establishment ; pet^ 
eons from their old j^ce of residence on the Delawarte, 
with whom they were but slightly acquainted, were fre- 
qtiently met in the city and compelled to call oti their 
daughter, in order to excite the envy of their old aeeociates 
by a relation of the splendor in which she lived, while her 
mother Ux& care to insinuate that nothing but inclination 
prevented Augusta from being settled equally ehg^ble, but 
the dear girl loved her parents so much, she could not sup- 
p«t the idea of a separation from th^n, ' And where,' 
the couatry guests would sometimes ask, * is that lovely 
niece of yours t We should not have been surjmsed to 
have found her so well manied.' 

* Why somehow,' her aunt would answer, * she does not 
•eem to please the beaux's ; Adelaide b a very clever girl, 
but there ia nothing fascizi&ting about her.' 

10 
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Tlie truth was, the &imly had discouiaged eeveral a^ 
plications upon the score of her ibnner attachmeiil, for 
though she had never diBcloeed her sentiments, they took 
the liherty of Baying her heart was disposed of. Frederic 

R was the only person who had ever persevered after 

such a discouragement, and -he would not be put offwith* 
out at least an effort. The charge of stiffness, preciaeness, 
&c., which was often indirectly aimed at her, was cer- 
tainly eyooeous, as no orfe could be more easy, uni^ected 
and conversable, except on orie subject that unfortunately 
was tlie •everlasting subject of conversEUion at her uncle's. 
Upon that Adelaide resolutely preserved silence; with a 
prudence much above her years, she resolved to avoid all 
occasions of offence or altercation. She knew Mr Holbey 
was eKtremely susceptible (o every thing on that subject,, 
and her reason and conscience both forbid her to go all 
lengths in condemning with him. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



* Great men ott die by vile Bezaniana — 
A Rduiod aoldier and baodetto slave 
Hnidered swei^t Tally; Bratas' bastard hand 
Slabb'd Julina Ca«as.' 



We have now brought our tale to the year 1804 ; it was 
now a very busy season, the second terin of Mr Jefferson's 
election approachetlj and it was necessary that every man 
should be at his post, and that every thing should be done 
to impede so dreaded an event. The talents of Mr Hol- 
bey, hke those of many other persons of like sentimeiitg, 
were put to severe requisition. The bustling about, and 
ingress and egi'css of certain unknown visitors to ihe study 
to hold nocturnal consultations, increased nightly. Had 
Adelaide been in doubt respecting tlie business, transact- 
ing there, her doubts must have been solved by the peru- 
sal of a scroU tliat accidentally fell into her hands in pass- 
ing the door one day ; as it was hastily shut, ihe paper 
blew towards her, she did not at first know where it came 
from, until taking it up she lead a word or two that.fx- 
cited her curiosity to see the remainder, as there was noS 
name, and it was a mutilated ^heet, she felt no com- 
punction at retaining it, and safely closeted in her room,. 
ehe sat down to the perusal. The first and last part were 
torn off, but the paragraph left commenced thus : 
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' Thus far you June done leeS, but you must not relax, no 
matter upon what ground you go, » you bhicken hia chtirac- 
itr. You toy, ' the old ckarget have becortie staU,' then irwent 

nea ones. TUal anecdote that old related, tlumgh not 

a uiord of it U true, wUl do nicety, excellently — make the motl 
ofU; charge hm 3toatU/ with ****** and defy his frtendt 
andpartixam to disprove 5. The parties are all dead pretty 
nwch, (md dead men tell no tales — no nor deny none. 

His moral character. Ma dangerous morals, he sure ami in- 
sist upon that, no matter about believing the thing yourself you 
knout, the thing is to make others believe it. If we could^ con- 
trive somet^ng to gtdl the yeomfmry, there ia the nib. They 
sttmd like afrmphdtmx around the Fresideaiialch(ur; itwtre 
caner to beat down an army of^ears Hum move their stubborn 
metal. If any thing vmdd do that, the cliarge of Infidelity if 
nell supported might. Do the best you can with that, be sure 
and insist upon the speech of Randolph, about the meetdig- 
house in Coimectieut, hisfriencPs seaHmenls are his oun, and 
ir^ideUiy in ^m, is only a borrowed ligMfrom the PreHdenf — 

The remainder of tliis interesting communication was 
torn ofl^ much to the grief of Adelaide, whose curiosity had 
become quite excited by this specimen of diplomatic in- 
struction; but what should she do with the scroll after slic 
had perused it ; to destroy it might raise suspicion in her 
' uncle should he mies it, tliat some of the faimly had in- 
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vaded hia sanctum sanctorum, end his temper, already 
fractious and irritable to the lost degree, might vent itself 
upon some unfortunate dcmnestic, or even upon herself, 
should he chance to suspect her. At length trusting to 
hia habitual fits of abstraction, and hoping one of them 
might be on, she ventured to steal to the door, and insin- 
uate it under the crack ; the experiment succeeded, and 
she retreated to her own room undiscovered. 

In addition to the labor of writing, attending caucuses, 
&c., Mr Holbey had now to travel frequently from town 
to town, and State to State, and in these excursions bis 
lady pertinaciously insisted upon accompanying ^im, 
though his journeys were generally conducted with such 
rapidity as to preclude the idea of pleasure. Her plea was 
ill health, and the benefit derived from exercise, and to do 
her justice, we believe that was the case, the life of dissi- 
pation which she now followed, the late hours she kepi, 
and the cares of ambition, had worn upon her constitu- 
tion, and diq)osed her to premature old age. Female di- 
jdomallsts were common in those days, as well as female 
disputants, but her talents unhappily did not qualify her 
for any such business; beyond match-making and match- 
breaking they had never been taxed ; but the rage of irav- 
elLng had seized her, and as her boys were away at 
school, and Augusta chose to stay with her sister, it was 
at length anunged tbat Adelade ehoujd pass a few weeks 

with her friend Miss E . The loqg desired permission 

was most thankfiiUy received, and she wrote to Eliza to 
apprise her of the the viaii, and received by return of poet 
10* 
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a most aflectknatc answer, and desire to haste her jouraey. 
A few days after found her e.D inmate of the peaceful and 
respectable fomily that inhabited E farm. Most joy- 
ful was the meeting between the two friends, and coidial 
the welcome from the venerable master of the mansion. — 

She found Mr E perceptibly altered for the worse, 

notwithstandia^ the benefit of purer «r, yet he still con- 
tinued to walk about, and daily went to Tiew their beau- 
tiful garden, supported by the ana of his lovely and pious 
daughter, who watched hb countenance with looks ot 
anxious tenderness ; he was frequently too feeble to walh, 
without ^tting down often to rest, and the arm o( Ade- 
laide was now added to his other st^iport 

' Oh bow different,' thought Adelaide after a few days 
residence there, ' how different my time passes here ; here 
God is regarded in all things ; here the day begins and 
ends in prayer, no light, frivolous and scandalous Bubjecis 
of conversation occuf^ Uic time, the minds of this family 
are too weO informed to need such food, besides that their 
princijiles would forbid such an abuse of time. No aazkms 
inquiries after the newest fashions, nor that ciHistaiit la- 
bor of altering, cutting, and contriving to keep pace with 
them, that makes ihB bouse of my aunt such a ecene of 
confusion. 

Her present residence must indeed have been a rrfiei 
to Adelaide ; Mrs Holbey, eiiice her living in the great 
city, had been indefatigable to keep up with fashions, on« 
of the mpermimerariet was employed as a seamstress, and 
her niece who spent the greater part of lier time in aaaicrt- 
tng her, was obliged to take her share of ihe fretful and 
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sometimes paesionate complaiuts of her aunt, whose rage 
to keep up with the pink of the mode, kept lier constantly 
uncomfortable, and do the beat they could, she was never 
perfectly satisfied ; the power of making her young and 
handsome was not delegated them ; as to the ktler, she 
had never been remarkable for beauty, and the mother of 
grown up daughters could scarce expect to pass for young. 
This was of course behiikd the scenes, for the moment a 
visitor was announced, her face was all smiles, and she 
woidd at once throw off the vexation of the work-room, 
and appear before them with such an air of dignified ease 
tliat no one would have in the least suspecled her late em- 
ployment, nor dreamed she liad just ceased scolding her 
unfortunate niece and attendant. She used frequently to 
■peak of her devoti ng a portiim of lier morning to reading, 
and to impress tlie belief upon her guests that this had 
been her employment, would sometimes appear with a 
book in her hand ; in reality reading was one of tliemost 
unpleasant of all avocations, unless it was something re- 
lating to fashions, or some scandalous pa^ugraph in the 



We cannot follow the fiunily of Mr Holbey during the 
absence of theii niec«. What tnmspired in his eleciioo- 
«ering excursions has nev«r come to our knowledge.—- 
Doubtless the partic^ulars would be infinitely interesting, 
but for the present we must abide with his much injured 
niece. 

Who caa wonder at the happiness of Adelaide when 
released from the painful restraints of her uncle's house, 
and traobported into a rej^on where every thing was con- 
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genial to her taet* and feelingB — among those she loved, 
too, and who besides were the friends of Sidney, never ti- 
red of tallciiig of him lo her delighted ear, never weary of 
hearing hia praises. The frequent anecdotes of his early 
life, the various instances of his goodness of temper and 
correctness of principle were ever pleasing. How truly ' 
dcliglitful lo hear the tM-aises of those we dearly love ! 

The early piely of his beloved son was of all others a 

favorite topic wilh the venerable Mr E . Frequently 

when mentioning the pleasing proofs of a Christian tem- 
per in him even in chUdhood, he would lift up hia aged 
hands and bless his Heavenly Father who bad hitherto 
kept his child unspotted from tlie world. 

' Let others boasl,' he would say, Sjf the greatness of ■ 
their change, of their tieing plucked as brands from the 
burning while wallowing in an, (a thing truly to be 
thankful for,) but my happiness is that my darling boy 
was led "to seek frst the kingdom of heaven and its right- 
eousnees," that he was taught to love his Creator in the 
days of hia youth, and gave his young heart first to God. 
He cannot, it is true, stand up in the pulpit and bomt of 
his extraordinary change, he cannot descritie the pollu- 
tiona of the world in such a manner as nearly to pollute 
the ears of those who hear, he cannot tell of his former 
crimes against the law of God, as well as of decency and 
common sense, and then cry, " behold the change ! come 
and see — if ever man had full assurance I may well have. 
Others may doubt, but of my conversion no one can." 
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' He who, (continued ihe old geaUeman,) from a villam 
becomes an honest man, it is true lias incontrovertible ev- 
idence that a great change has taken place. Whether it 
be' from fatigue of the pleasure of the wofld and of sin, or 
fi desire to acquire a new character, or a rising distaste to 
the gallows, or — conversion to God, yet th 
certain ; and he who like my beloved Sidney 
nnful puTBuits because he knows them to b 
his Maker, as well as detestable in themsel' 
versive of all moral principle, he who like m 
the vain pomp and glory of the world, whose gratiii cat ions 
fortune has placed within his reach, for the pursuits of 
piety and godliness has another sort df evidence. 

I know the ignorant nm in crowds to hear a man who 
has been a notorious sitmer, and many enthusiastic people 
absolutely shrink from the [teaching of a man who has 
always led a moral life ; but persons of sense, of informa- 
tion, and real discernmeni, are nevertheless most edified 
by the latter. People of experience, too— that woful tea- 
cher ! — who know all the deceptions of lin, and that it 
can occasionally assume almost any shape, art? slow in . 
giving credit to such marvellous conversions. They re- 
member, in the strong language of scripture, " many a 
d(^ return to his vomit, and sow that was washed, to her 
wedlowing in the mire." Tliey know the polluting na- 
tute of sin, and that its motions are not so easily eradicated 
from the heart, or its images from the brain. 

' There is not,' eaid Mr E , pursuing hie sub- 
ject, 'there is not to my mind a more disagreable and 
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r^ubive being than one a( those Bclf-righteous teachers, 
coined out of the lowest and most profligate of sinners, 
dictating to and overhauling otlier CiirisUans, people who 
jierhaps worshipped God in sincerity and truth before they 
elling them "they have never expeiien- 
ecause they can tell of no change like 
ve never given way to evil practices and 
es until the}' liad become a part of tbem- 
on who has never given way to e re- 
cannot tell v>ha\ he ceased to wish liis 
o seek his harm ; he who has confined 
ne dear objectcannot tell when he ceas- 
ed ^-^esire his neighbor's wife ; nor will he who has been 
satisfied with the allotment of this world's goods which 
Providence has bestowed upon him, be able to tell when 
he ceased to covet the possessions of oihers ; he who has 
always been honest in his dealings can name no time 
when he left off cheating or stealing, or who was alwaj"s 
temperate when he began to bale spirituous liquors. 
There is however in moral persona, when they begin to 
, comprehend the great end of creation, and to feel interest- 
ed in the concerns of their immortal being, an increasing • 
love towards their neighbors whom they have seen," as 
well as towards Him whom they have not seen; they see 
too a beauty in holiness surpassing description, and their 
feelings are often too refined to meet the comprehension 
of such as I have been describing, who continue to in- 
quire, ' where is tlie evidence of his change V not discern- 
ing that the evidence is, like the change, inttmal. 
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The persons of whom I have been speaking are not 
(Xmtented with the great enjoyment they profess to feel 
themselves, but they must ascertain precisely what state 
others are in and try them bylheir own standard. They 
g^ierally upon tKiming into a church want to commence 
a general overtimi, or sifting, among the members ; to 
make, as they call it, "a rattling among the dry bones ;" 
that is, to carry on a kind of inquisitive process, by which 
they expect to detect alt false professors, and 1 have Itnown 
a member of this description succeed in throwing a whole 
cliurch into conftision before he had been in it six months. - 
By degrees such persons draw a few to their standard, 
and then commences the ^Tisto(Ta<y of the Church — and 
of all aristocracy, this is the most arbitrary and tyranical. 
Adelaide, did you ever know any thing of analocracy in 
churches V 

j^ Adelaide replied that she never did ; that she had heard 
'something of the kind hinted, when speakingof the Bish- 
<^ of the church to which she belonged, but had been 
taught to believe there was a perfect equality in all secta- 
rian aocietiee, not only among the members but their Cler- 
gy too. 

* Nothing can be a greater mistake,* said the old gen- 
tleman; 'the baneful principleof aristocracy has every- 
where extended its ihfluence. The desire of man to ex- 
alt himsdTftbove his fellow, b found everywhere ; and 
retigpous sects, far from levelling idle distinctions, create 
new and arbitrary ones. The purer the sect is esteemed, 
" the greater in general is the tyraimy of their government. 
Religion itself however, always bear in mind, is not to be 
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charged with this. The distinguishiiig charactaistic of 
tiue religion is, and ever will be, humiKty; but it is the 
mistaken notions of it remved from the traditione of mm, 
joined to ^he woret sort of pride, i. e. spiritual pride^ that 
occasiima this.' * 

' Pity,* said Adel^de, 'that pride ebould ever insumate 
itself into EjMritual things. It is the moet tyranicfd of all 
passions, and doubtless the cause of those bloody perseeu- 
tioos which haTB disg^ced the church in fonna ages.— 
The attempt to tyranize over the coDscieoee of anothw, 
aad above all to coerce in things indi&rent in ^emselve^ 
(q)peate to me the most unteaMwable of all the ef)ect« of 
pride. But I was just now thinkit^, dear eir, e( one sect 
of Christians whose manners I . very much admire, be- 
cause of the appearaiwe of humility and perfect equality 
among them. I mean the Quakera. I hope the spirit of 
afietocracy has not found its way into tHeir quiet aaBem* 

UiCK* 

< Hem,' said Mr £ , ^f ihat anether time. . It 

reminds me of a most interesting Bt<^, the wiisiB partiai- 
lars of ^rhich are undoubted matters of &ct, aad which 1 
will relate to you the first o^qxirtunity that cders ; ftbpra- 
sent, I wish to make a few remark reapectingtlu gor- 
etnmeQt of the church where you and I have liie hcouir to 
be members. 

' 1 believe it is agceed on ail hands that it iamwcenai^ 
(liat every thing ehouldbave some soct of gomnimeiit.— 
FrtHU the earli^ agea of Christianity dowQ tojapessod of 
rime not mwe than three hundredyeace distant, the whole 
Cluistiaa church has been governed by Bishops ; and we 
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hav« the fiillest testimony tbbt we can h(iv«, unlese a 
Ycice from heaveiv ebould proclaim it, that soch an ar- 
rangemeut ma agreable. to our divine Master, the great 
Hsad of the Church. Since the disdpline waa decided 
iipiHi originalljr by theee, who must have known the mind 
otom Lord, either from hie own U|M, w from those of tiis 
immediate successotB the .Apostles ; if from the latter, 
there wa« bo danger of deception, the office ctf a Bisbqi 
was then martyrdom. That the wh<de particulars of the 
dieci[4ine directed by our Lord is not contained in the Bt- 
Ue, is no evidence against it ; the bc<^ itself testifies that 
' there were many other things which Jesus did,' not con- 
tained there, and why not the directions for regidating hie 
Church 000 1 We know it most bare had some sort of 
govermneni, as it could not have eziMed without 

<But lam not going into an ailment in fkvorctfepis- 
c^Mcy, but simply d^ndi&g the Church from the charge 
tii arkfoeracy. I assert that the government of it is mch, 
is to cause a perfect equality among its members. With 
the necssBary ditflinction between priest and feoptei, and 
fiirfiop and IVieat tftere are no other distinctions ; itisnot 
poasiUe for a few designing or enthusiastic members what- 
ever their preleDeione to extraordinary eanctitymay be, to 
take the reins of power, and km! it over Qofy hmtage. — 
It is as [H^posterous as to consider the King of £ngtfmd 
the head ttf the Church in his kingdom, because he styles 
lumself the * Defender of the Faithful,* when it is known 
be baa do more B[riritual power in the Church than the 
meanest member in it. The fiu:t ia, there are here no 
11 
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comn)itte«8 to set upon lh« charactere or consciencea of its 
toembeni, and that is the true reason why persons (tf a cer- 
tain description choose to leave it^ and go where they may 
possibly arrive at higher honots. Now Adelude dear, bare 
I not vindicated the Church V 

' Most ably, sir,' said Adelaide, wbiMe reverential regard 
of the speaker made her almost fancy that truths divine 
came mended from his tongue — ' but the story, dear sir, 
the story.' 

* Thou ehoJt have it this evening if no company calls on 

us,' said Mr E ^,-aiuiluig to find his fevorite, though 

exempt from many of the foiUes of her aex, gave at least 
one proof of being a descendant of Eve. The evening 
proved drizzly and impleasant, of courae no company 
came, mi\ch to llie satis&ction of Adelaide, who took par- 
ticular pains to get the cricket for the old gentleman, draw 
the great «rmcliair into his fevortte corner, and beat up the 
cushion, a&et which ^e snuSed the lights, and placing 
hei basket of work on the stand, sat herself down with a 
look tliat seemed to say, I'm aJl attention.* Eliza smiled 
. Rgnificantly, and the old gentleman ctHnmenced his story. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE STOHY. 



in one of the inland towns in the State of Massachu- 
scUs, situated upon a rising ground that commands a 'view 
of four townshipa, is a large wliite dweDing-liouse, Bur- 
rounded by a grove of Lombaidy poplars. A gpauious 
porch in front, shieidii^ a handsome door-way, together 
with lite lEtfiteful and aymetrical form of the building, and 
extremely picturesque situation, Rccms to mark it as the 
abode of opulence and refineinent. Neverthelees, there ie 
to Jiiar thisa kindofniggardnesa in'lhc finiehingi aEome- 
ihing about it that seemed to say, here genius was cramp- 
ed and invention turned out of doots 

The broad entry was<«icc*videnily adorned by a doub- 
le tier of glass that run lengthwise of the door, generally 
■ idenominatGd side-Hghts, — aa the patched places from 
whence thej' were taken is very visible; andov«rthe 
Jarge door-way, which should have boMi surmounted by ' 
an arch, fl single jow of ^mall window-g!asa alone admit- 
ted the light 

These, with some other singularities, would lead the 
traveller to suppose that the first owner had disposed of 
it in an unfinished state to some person who had not the 
ability to complete the original design. That howevw 
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would be erroneous, as the first possessor has always con- 
tinued to be its tenant, unless debts (Kcasioned by the vil- 
lany of others and a long train of family misfortunes may 
have compelled him to part with it within a very few 
years. 

Hard by the building I have described, a little low- 
rgofed cottage, completely shaded by trees and close be- 
side a very fine orchard, courts the attention of the weary 
and way-worn traveller, and seems to invite him to repose 
and refreshment. 

This cottage was once the abode of Obadiah, for so we 
shall call the owner of the great house. Here be passed 
years of comparative felicity, surrounded by his chubby 
sons and blooming daughters, nor dreamed of the scenes 
of affliction and bereavement preparing for him when he 
should become the possessor of the long coveted great 
house 

The wife of Obadiah was a shrewd, intelligent woman,, 
very notable, and in her youth gifted with an uncommon 
sharebf personal beauty. This latter qualification, if it 
can be called one, was jMTobably the most coveted by Oba- 
diah ; for this he had wooed and won a woman who,' 
whatever her pretensions might be, (and they were ma- 
ny,) possessed not one single sentiment in unison with 
her husband. Their tastes were diametrically opposite 
in all things ; and although the cares of a young family 
■apd the vast assen^lage of persons continually flocking 
to their hospitable mansion did not fiw a time scarce per- 
mit them U> realize it, yet they were destined in after' life 
to li»el the bitterness of an ill-aaaorted Union. 
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Obadiah and hie wife both belonged to the peaceable 
sect of the Quakers, it cannot therefore be supposed there 
was ever any thing like contention between them ; yet 
the want of unison in their niodes of thinking and acting 
waa often the Bubject^temark. 

It IB well known that there are two or three sects in 
our country that from the very nature of their constitu- 
tions are involved in a continual round of visiting. The 
stated meetings held in various places and demanding 
the attendance of both sexes, and the custom or law that 
re<^uires every family to drop their work in the middle of 
the week, generally the most busy part of it, and certmn- 
ly the most busy part of the day, and assemble for wor- 
ship, greatly promotes tins sort of intercourse, 

Obadiah was a plain-dealing, honest man, but wedded, 
strcmgly and irrevocably wedded to the forms of the peo- 
pfe in whose creed he had been educated. Whenever 
there was a meeting ho was sure to be there ; whatever 
(he business he had in hanc^ it was all thrown by, when 
the stated day and hour arrived. If his horse was draw- 
ing, or ploughing, or grinding, it mattered not; he must 
be taken off immediately and harnessed to carry the mas. 
ter to meeting ; and the children generally, unwilling to 
work while their parents enjoyed telaxatioi^' followed his 
example, white his numerous work people on such occa> 
sions were generally left t© -iwersee t 

Such devout attention to meetii 
served or unrewarded. The raeetin 
«ration his great zeal and exemplar' 
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ligious attention to th« traditions of his &Lthers,dHl at euti- 
dry times confer upon him the high honor of escorting the 
sisterhood on their travels when c^ed to preach; and 
forasmuch as it was then a nile in the meeting, that no 
sister called to officiate as a travelling preacher should he 
galtlinted by her own husband, Obadiah found himself 
frequently appointed to [woteet the sisterhood on these ei- 
cnraions, and most c-omfortable and edifying he often de- 
clared they were, to the great aainoyance (rf Satnina his 
wife, who was rather heterodox oti such subjects, protect- 
ing that she thought a woman's duties were at home, aod 
that her call was to guide her own house and bring up 
her children, and that they were more profitably eirqrioy- 
cd thus than in the wwk of the ministry. 

Now Sabrina, to do her justice, though as I before said 
rather heterodox, had not a single partitHe of jealoit^ it* 
her c(Hnpofiilion ; nevertheless the very mention ef ajovr- 
ney never failed to elicit from her some cutting observa- 
Uon, which usually drew from Obadiah a long deep groan, 
but this did aot in the least alter his purposes. 

.In addkicH^ to this, hie fame fast increasing, brought 
crowds of company to his house, iosomuch th« its dimen- 
sioDs coudd in no way accommodate them, and hastened 
the biding of the lai^ house, which they had for years 
contemplated erecting, but meant to defer until their pro- 
perty ^ouM be greatly augmeBl«d. It had howevernow 
bec<»ne absolutely necessary to provide aGcommodaticos 
for their numerous visitors, and the plan of the house was 
aocordingly drawn. 
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Tlie greater part of the property of Obadialk had come 
by his wife ; it was not then a wonder that that lady 
should wish to have a voice in building il, and besides this 
she had much the most taste of the two, and her remark- 
aW^ prudent and iadustrioua habils had beeji the means 
of eaving much that but for tier management would inev- 
itaWy have talcen wings. Her station as a wife, loo, she 
thought entitled her to be consulted in the business, aiid 
finally her taste selected ihe site for the new house, and 
her ju<^;ment devised the plan of the building throughout, 
which had it been faithfully pursued would have produ- 
ced a house erf remarkably neat and tasteful appearanre. 
It would besides have been the very handB(»neat house in 
that pMl of the country. 

Elated with the project of her success, Sabrina could 
not bnt occasionally felicitate herself upon the growing 
successof her undef taking. These innocent feelings of 
pleasure and self-^alulation were often expressed in pre- 
sence of her friends and neighbors, and they were not to 
be bOTne ; and the fiend of jealousy and ^irit of domina- 
tioft, taking (be form of the genius of bigotry, soon found 
means to check such exultations. 
- A great stir was so<n set oo foot in the meeting, * that 
Oba^ah was building a hotise beyond his means,' and a 
sdect committee appointed to look into his affairs, to find 
out whether ihe said Obiuliali was Bb\e to go through the 
tinderlftking, 
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,' This was like n lhunder<€lap to both budMUid add wife, 
neveithelees there was no tielp for it, unless they choae to 
lose cast, and accoidingly they prepared to display their 
ixwks to the meeting,) as the power embodied io the com- 
mittee was tenned,) oud inform titataiigust body of lh« 
itate of their aOaira, eren to a single fraction. 

The proud bosom of Sabrina swelled almost lo bursting 
at the indignity, but patient Obadiah, after many a leng- 
thened groan, prepaied to obey ; and whea the commit- 
tee arrived to inquire into the state of his finances, he re- 
ceived them with the meekness of Mosea — kept nothing ' 
back, but submitied all his books, notes of liand, &c. &c. 
to tlieic inspection. 

After a great deal of figuring, que«liotiing and cross- 
i^uestiotiing, (all which Obadiah, beinga very fair dealer, 
Blood the test of,) the committee were constrained to eoQ- 
fess, and give tneir affidavit, tliat the said Obadiah was 
fully able to build the said bouse.' 

Well this busiiKss happily over, the persecuted couple 
supposed there was anend of examination for the present, 
and that they sltoiddnow be permitted a breathing spell. 
But no ; they were now (o be tried upon another indict- 
ment, viz: "that of having planned their bouee too much 
in conformity with the fiuhioiis of the world, L e. too much 
with regard to external oj^anmce." 

Obadiali, to use a vulgar phrase common in that day, 
was aUanp'd, He stared, and bem'd, and groaned audi* 
bly, and then demanded in some confusion, ' if -the plaji 
of his house embraced any thing unnecessaij' V 
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* Ves,' wae the reply, Ibe sashes in each side of the 
rront door were unneceesaty, and looked like pride and 
conformity to the world.' 

* The entry would be dark without them,' was Obadi- 
ah'fl meek rejJy.' 

'They must be taken out, and a single row of email 
glass substituted over the door will answer every purpose 
except that of pride,' responded the speaker of the com- 
mittee of vi^lance. 

Here Sabrina ventured to remonstrate, ' They are al- 
ready in, and cannot be taken out without additional ex- 
pease and injury to the house ; the places must be filled 
lip and the patched plastering will not be strong, besides 
which the sashes taken out will be useless to us.' 

It was in vain she reasoned. Obey, was the word, and 
^!H)adiah, who had daily been in the habit of congratula- 
ting himself 'that he lived in a land of gospel l&erty, with 
tume to make km afraid,' and thanksgiving that it was not 
hia wretched lot to be bom in the dominions of the Pope, 
or even in England, where he might have been lylhed 
and Priest-ridden, submitted to an act of tyranny which 
even the Pope in the very zenith of his power never tho't 
of inflicting Some other alterations were proposed, in a 
manner that amounled to a command, and the committee 
■withdrew. 

It was not in the nature of woman to sit down in si- 
lence and see her plans frustrated in this manner, and to 
do Justice to Sabrina tliis was not all ; ^e wisely argued, 
that any thing so trifling was unworthy the notice of ths 
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mcetin|[, and that no po^ble harm could be done by re- 
Hating what ahe conceived to be usurped power. 

Not so reasoned Obadiah ; he, good man, had often sal 
m the seal of judgment when the characters and fortunes 
of his neighbors were the subject of debate, end had nev- 
er been known to lean to the side of mercy when a viola- 
tion of discipline was the offence. Condcmced by the ve- 
ry laws he had so rigorously enforced upon others, hefeh 
himself unable to resist, or in other words, 'caught in hia 
own net. The remonstrances of his spirited wife were 
totally disregarded and the alteraljons suggested were 
immediately made ; and among others that of the sashes, 
Ihough opposed by aJmofft every individual of bis whole 
family. "*• 

' This circumstance in the life of Obadiah was what I 
wished to call your particular attention to,' said Mr E — - 
but as you cannot but feel some interest in these persona, 
and some very singular and romantic events are connect- 
ed with the ramaining part of tli*;ir history, I will if you , 
wish, retaie ail of tlie remaining pari with which I am 
acquainted.' 

Adelaide entreated him to go on, saying she had be- 
come so much interested in the story as to forget that it 
was only related as an illustration of his sentiments on the 

subject of church discipline. Mr E— i accordingly 

continued. 

' These troubles, quite serious at the lime, no doubt 
were soon erased from the minds of ths family by lea) ca- 
lamities. Death entered his house and swept ia snccea- 
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aaon hie oldest daug^hter, and youngest son, not less belov- 
ed by his doating parents. I hare eaid Obadiah and hi* 
wife had no sentiment in union, but that of parental af- 
fectioa was certainly an exception. They not only loTed 
their children but were both proud of them — both cherish- 
ed a sentiment so hostile to their own peace and so oppo- 
sed to the spirit of the religion they professed. Ride wa« 
never made for man, and oli, how idle to feel pride in that 
which the breath of the Almighty can in a moment dissi- 
pate. And yet if pride in a child could have been excus- 
ed, the attractions of these childreiunight plead powerful- 
ly. I still remember the charms of the young Quakeress 
and surely never did a plain bonnet hide a lovelier face. 
Her blooming cheeks, ^pencilled eyebrows, and full black 
eyes, are now in imagination before me ; so lustrous aai 
t«ndOT, they looked as if floating iu some liquid element. 
There are only two sorts of black eyes ; those which I 
have described have the softest possible expression ; the 
other kind, small quick and piercing, are the most disa- 
greable feature that a woman can possess ; and are aa 
surely indicative of pride, malevolence, and ill temper, aa 
any of the signs in heaven are of tempestuous weather.— 
But to return.. 

" Both parents felt the Wow severely, and.both'strugj^ed 
fw resignation to the Divine wilL Sickness frequent an4 
long continued in the family, and continued and fresh tn- 
undations of eom^y seemed conspiring to dairoy the 
nieanBi»f the fiunily, asasted in its way by occaMonal&iU 
uv« by which from time to time they were losert. 
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Sabiioa, whose early and great exextioDs had ii^ur^ 
ber constitution, sunk into a etate of nervous detolity that 
prevented her att«Qtion to bminesB she had been in the 
hatHt of attending is during her husband's long. al:seaceft, 
Those joumeys did not grow more rare, but on the ccntra- 
ry now succeeded each other in continued jrotation ; for, 
added to his calk to accompany <4hen^ he had now be* 
come a preacher hitnseJ^ and frequent and long jouroeya 
had becoine matters of course. 
' It cannot be said that Ob&diah altogether neglected bis 
business during those seaaoos, for he somehow contrived 
to ma^e business and religion go hand in hand, and in 
every town he passed throi;^h look out new cusloinere 
and extend his trade. _ 

Every thing too ojboiit his habitation looked in order, in 
parUcular, a new and apacipua and well filled bani, bore 
witness to his care of dumb nature, and this brings me to 
a most impc^tant part of the history of Obadiah. 

About the period to which I have brought my story 
(be family of Obadiah were one night awakeiied' by a 
very bright light : . they arose in haste and found their 
bam in fiames. li^ very near neighbourhood to the house 
ee«med to render it an' impossibility to eave that, biU hap- 
pily not a breath of wind wm felt : the flames roee up- 
ward to a Uemendous height, throwing their r^ and 
fearful glare for many a mile axoundj and arousing peo- 

With prompt humiaBity; Obadiah and his fiunilf has- 
{4ei^m'a v«7 coosidu^ile'diataiMetocoBaeto'liieirM' 
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tened to save the lives of their creatures, that were hsp- 
pily safe, bein^ in a kind of cellar in the building which 
stood on a side hill : thia accomplished there was nothing 
to do, but to stand as silent and aiudous spectators of the 
conflagration. 

The youngest boy, a very active and intelligent little 
fellow, had mounted a rock on the4uli side of the bam, 
where he could see more distinct than those below; th« 
flames had burst out on every side, so that the building 
was Uterally consumed before Uie hay imade. In the 
midst of the scene of terror and a|iiazeme»t, the boy cried 
out, father, mother, I see three poqile walking in the 
flames, th«e ! there ! A kind of shudder crept over 
the mother, but as they all treated it with disregard, as a 
- child's story, she too, thought no. more of it for a time; 
but what was the horror and astonishment of the specta- 
tors, upon raking open the embers in the morning, to find 
the bones of three persons beneath. 

Now the burning of the bam had been a g^eat mystery, 
for none of the family had been there after dark, and it 
was a moral certainty, that Obadiah, meek, patient, hum- 
ble minded Obadiah, could have no enemies bitter enough 
to set fire to his territories, cimjecture was baffled entirely, 
but now the mystery was unravelled; some poor houseless, 
wanderers had taken shelter in the bam fen: the night, 
ajid from a jnpe w segar, or Jrom some suoh means, acci- 
dentally set fire to it. But who were they 1 long a^ 
IhiitlesB was the enquiry, until at length it was discover- 
ed that a party of strolling Indians, three in numtier, had 
12 . 
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on that very day past up the road, and never been seen 
beyond it, and as it was kftown they generally go with a 
pipe in their mouth, there was no more doubt on the Bub< 
ject, but the loss fell heavily on Obadiah. He had, to eay 
the least, ^ne to the extent of his jneans. His valua- 
ble bam, winters bay, grain, &c, all gone, was a loes he 
knew not how to replace^ yet it must be replaced, and was 
though at great inconvenience. 

Years rolled on, and the daughters of Obadiah grew to 
be fine young women, and the sons industrious, steady 
young men. Obadiah and his wife were treading the 
downhill of Ufe surrounded by their numerous progeny 
and a kind set of neighbours and acquaintances, mostly 
of their own persuasion. The loss of the bam had ceas- 
ed to be a subject of conversation except as some stranger 
would occasionally enquire the particiQars. Sabrina con- 
tinued to be afflicted with nervous complaint^ and Oba- 
diah's travelling malady had not in the least abated, but 
on the whole seemed rather to increase. Wliether the 
cares attendant upon this way of hfe, had a tendency to 
make him look old we cannot say, but the hand of time 
appeared to have been laid heavily upon him, and his 
habits of abstraction become more confirmed, a thing that 
often displeased his wife who felt the necessity of attend- 
ing to their daily business, to be more pressing than for- 
merly. 

It was in the year the family of Obadiah were 

seated around their breakfast table, Sabrina the mistress 
of the mansion, had taken her place at the head as usual. 
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but this morniDg was observed to look more serious than 
comnion. 

' Mother are you ill f said one of (he children, 'more 
Unwell than usual f ■ . _ 

'No my son,' said Sabrina, ' but I had a dream .that 
makes me feel certainly very disagreeable.' 

' Foh ! foil !' said Obadiah, "iTJU are always distressing 
yourself about something, if nothing else it is art idle 
dream— dretwns are nothing,* 

' But' said his wife, 'my dream was no idle one, some- 
thing threatens the peac«, or property, or life of our good 
neighbour A. down yonder. I dreamed of seeing a tre- 
mendous thunder-cloud approaching our dwelling, it 
geemed to gather blackness as it approached, and I await- 
ed it with fear ajid trembling, fearing it mig^it explode 
when it reached us, but to my surprise it passed over our 
dwelling without injury, aod sailing along in awful gran- 
deur, it at length settled down upon the house of neigh- 
bour A., and his whole liabitatiMi was at once compleiely 
enveloped in darkness.' 

' It was only a dream, mother,' said one of the children, 
and the reniaik was responded by Obadiah, who would 
probably have made it the commencement of some most 
edifying discourse, but a loud and hasty rap at the door 
prevented further comments. 

Tlie door was opened, and a messenger from farmer A. 
desired the attendance of Obadiah immediately, ' Go my 
husband,' said Sabrina with almost convulsive energy, 
.'remember ray dream,' something dreadftd must have 
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h^ipetted there." Obadiah did not need urging'; the 
messeager had disappeared, but be followed cIobc upon 
his heels. As uothing was said (o .the rest of the £unily, 
it was deeined intruding to eend any one after him, but 
such was the feding of armety, that no one would leave 
the room unless it was to look towards farmer A., to see 
if Obadiah was coming. More than an hour elapsed 
during this state of suspense, and then another messen- 
ger came to request the {vesencc of Sabrina, Willi 
tottering steps she followed and entered the mansion of 
farmer A. seated by a table, pale and agitated sat Obadiah 
leaning wi his hand, while the guilty cause of his per- 
plexity was walking the ro(an with hiinicd pace, seeing 
Sabrina he covered his face with his hands, and sobbed 
with anguish. 

" What is the matter ? what has happened^ was re- 
peatly asked, before Obadiah could find breath to answer ; 
at length making an effort he informed her thai banner 
A. had sent for hun to inform him, he was the person 
who fired their bam, 

" hnpossible ! impossible said Sabrina, so good a neigh- 
bour, so decent and moral a man.** " He certainly did 
do it, said Obadiah, and he wishes us to name the amount. 
* He fired il with his own hands and staid to blow the 
■ coals so as to light the hay before he departed." 

Oh conscience ! exclaimed Sabrina, and what possible 
motive could he have to injure us, that never injured him." 

"Jealousy ! jealousy ! envy and the lemplalion of the 
devil," sakl the wretched man speaking " for the first time 
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I thought you felt yourselves above me, arid had heard 
you spoke diminutively of me." 
It appeared from his own account that the terrors of 
. the scene, together with the fate of the three mysterious 
beinga who perished in the flames, had haunt«d him ever 
BiDce, he could not rest days, nor sleep nights, until hia 
miaery became so intense, he was constrained to disclose 
the transaction, to throw luinself upon the mercy of thooe 
he liad injured and ofifer all the atonement in his power. 
This he did, and after telling liim, at what amount they 
estimated their loss, he deliberately counted Ihem out the 
money, which it seemed he had already got by him for 
tliat purpose. We cannot tell you all that past at this 
interview ; it was a scene of deep himiiliation on one side, 
and of painful regret on the other. When arrived at 
home, Obadiah, began to oak his wife what was to be 
done. " The man said he has certainly forfeited his life 
or liberty to the laws of the land as well as his property, 
to be sure he appears very penitent, but who knows he 
may not do the same to another as he has to us ; he has I 
know thrown himself upcm our mercy, and mode restitu- 
tion as far." 

' My husband said Sabrina solemnly, remember mercy, 
you will not expose a man, who has given such proofe of 
repentance, and who has an innocent wife and children 
to be involved in his ruin. Take my advice and keep 
still, if the Lord requires any thing more of him he can 
exact it, our part ia to forgive and if possible forget,' and 
with many other words Sabrina argued, and «» she 
12* 



Dgiw^dbv Google 



138 . ARISTOCKACy, Olt 

tboa^ht prevailed, and pobtUJy would, bad not Obadiah 
felt it his duly to open his nund to stHoe of the fmthful, of 
both men and wom^i. 

Now it 09 happened that there bad not been a case of 
scandal in the pei^borhood fin: eome time, and the etory 
was deToored with ^eedy ears. Puniehmeiit, condign 

fHiDietunetA, was at onee decieod poca- A . No 

wgumeiU of Sabrioa for mercy would now be heard, and 
Obadiah, pushed <» by his immemiful neigbbors and con- 
trary to W usual kindoesa of heart, proceeded to the 
county court to give the necessaiy iirfbimalion. 

The' victim was secured, tried trad craidemned, etrii^ted 
of his prc^erty in the first place, and then sentenced to a 
lenn of years in tiie county jail What was (he reason 
of this iflitje^<rflhe Stale's prison, to wlikh ofienders of 
that sort are usually amden^ied, is ui)c«tain. Perhaps 
it was because he had pr<^rty, and they could pwiii^ 
liira that way ; or perhaps it might have, bees, and we 
h(^ it was, becaUK he cot^ssed the crime and lament- 
ed it. 

His pn^erty was alt taken, except whai belonged to 
his wife, which she sold, and wandering with her babes 
iar from fhs sc«xe of their disgrace, found a refuge among 

the ^takers. Here also A-^ ■ was received, after hia 

sentence of imprisonment had expired. Sut unfortunata- 
ly hia mind, long agitated by the pangs of guilt, combin- 
ed with the puUic disgrace that lii&wed the confewion 
<^ it, had become con^detely unsettled, and the poor Sha- 
ffers experienced the &te of the ^uike in the ^le, who 



.d by Google 



THE HOLBEY FAMILY. 139 

invited the hedge>hog to her cell. He had not been there 
long before he attempted to poison the whole settlement, 
by putting arsenic in (he wella. The attempt was discov- 
ered in time to prevent the ccaisequences, and poor dis- 
tracted A - ■' — once mace delivered up to llie vengeance 
of the law. He was tried a second time, and condemned 

to — : mines for life, whM'e he has now worn away 

fourteen years, with only occasional glimpses of reason. 
But if exemplary punishment has followed him, peace 
and prosperity has not been the lot of thoee whose mis- 
taken notions of justice drove him to the precipice down 
which he has plunged into destruction, of those who 
caused the shipwreck of his abeady shattered senses. 

As to Obadiab, the hero of our tale, troubles of a do- 
mestic and pecuniary nature have followed him for the 
last few years in rapid succession. Among other losses, 
he has been drawn in to become surety for a kinsman, 
whose unexpected failure, combined with that of others, 
to whom he bad extended the hand of kindness, stripped 
him oi his property and plunged him into a state of com- 
pajative poverty, and if living, it is not probable that any 
of his property will ever pass to his descendants ;' he has 
the conaolatioo, however, to know that the integrity of 
his dealings or intentions have never been doubted. 

Adelaide thanked Mr. E for his exertions to en- 
tertain her, and expressed a lively interest in the charac- 
ters be had beea endeavwing to portray. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



A few days after Adelaide observed Elliza in tears, and 
observed also that she tried to conceal ihem from her fa- 
ther and wear a face of smiles to him. Impelled by the 
truest friendship, she solicited the sufferer to disclose the 
cause of her grief; she knew it could not be on Sidney's 
account, because they bad just received a most encour- 
aging letter from him, but she judged Eliza had some se- 
cret cause of grief which she sedulously conceal«<J, and to 
her faithful bosom Kliza confided it. She had been cn- 
, gaged two years to a worthy young man of excellent 
character and good prospects, but hod refused to marry 
him during the life of her father, from whcon she could 
not bear to separate herself. That kind parent did not 
know of the sacrifice she made for his comfort, and she had ■ 

thai morning, received a line fix)m Frederic D to 

say he was about to embark for England on business con- 
nected with the firm, and that he should probably be ab- 
sent a year. The letter contained some reproaches for 
withholding his happiness so long, and expressed some 
doubts as to the strength of her aflection, and a wish that 
she would remove them by consenting to accompany him 
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in the voyage to seal (hose vows which hod been made so 
long befwe. This was the cause of Eliza's tears. * My 
&ther,' she said, ' did he know of this would a<A peirait 
me to defer it, but how could I leave him at (his time V 

Addaide was constrained to confess she saw no way 
but the one her judgment had already maiked out, and 
breathing a sincere wish that all would turn out happily 
for her friend, she sought to strengthen her in her fuoue 

resolutions. Mr E it was evident was not long for 

this wwld, and it certainly would be an excess of cruelty 
to de|siv« him of his daughter at such a time ; yet she 
advised Eliza to disclose her engagement after Frederic 
had sailed ; this she thought might relieve his mind about 
the future destination (^ his child. Frederic I^—— had 
always been a great favorite of Mr E " ' , and he had 
often secretly wished he mi^t become attached to his 
daughter ; he received the discloeure therefore with traos- 
pwt, folded her to bis aged breast, and gave her a Other's 
blessing; after exjnressing the wish, 'be might see them 
united before he darted,' and then he added, ' I sliould 
hare but one more wish that relates to earthly things — 
poor Sidney, if he could live I could wish to see him united 
to some such woman,' and he £xed his eyes stead&stly oa 
Adelaide, who, however, lost the glancei as ehe found it 
impossible to raise hers from the Soor, and alter a long 
pause he added, f I dare not however [dan for him, and 
mustleave his destiny in tbehtmdsof Him who threatens 
to call him to Heaven before me.' Poor Adelaide found 
it impossible to restrain her tears. 
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A few weeks passed over lh« head of the fair orphan 
and still found her a resident in the family of Mr E ■■■) 
but she was now called to bid adieu to those dear friends. 
A letter arrived from Mr Holbey, announcing their intend* 
ed removal to the city of Washtoglon, and requesting her 
lo conclude her visit with all imaginable despatch. The 
heart of Adelaide died within her at this summons lo leave 
her dear Eliza at such an interesting season, when she 
was watching the last hours of her father, for it was evi> 
dent his time was nearly over, every day he failed percep- 
tibly, but she knew there was no help, she knew a request 
for a longer visit would only irritate them, and with a 
heavy heart she prepared to obey. What the removal lo 
Washington could mean, she could not imagine, as it was 
now settled Mr JeSerson would be elected for the_Dext 
umn, what had he to expect? She was only the more 
puzzled the more she reflected on the subject. 

Adelaide arose from her sleepless pHlovr on the morning 

she was to bid adieu to £ farm with pale cheeks 

and swollen eyes ; breakfast was passed in silence, when 
ilie cloth was removed Mr E - " . called her to him, 
and bidding her be seated, he look her hand oflectioaately 
iit Ins, while he went on to give her some parting advice, 

' My dear girl, I fear new trials, dif&rent from any you 
have yet experienced, are preparing for you ; keep near to ' 
God in the first place, remember that. In the next, fear 
not man, ' who can only kill the body, and after that hath 
no more lliat he can do :' Mr Holbey is your guardian for 
two years yet, you cannot very feasibly leave him, but 
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Adelafde, I dislike to say it, he is a very great villain ; cir- 
cumstances have-come to my knowledge lately about that 
man that makes me tremble for the mischief he may do. 
A firiend to whom he had formerly rendered some service, 
has been interceeding for an office for him at Washington, 
and I very much fear he has procured it ; if he has ob- 
tained the place of private Secretary to that gentleman, it 
may enable him to do incalculable mischief ; may God 
preserve you from sharing the punishment of the guilty ; 
one only pledge of safety to the state is your residence in 
his family — I would not prevent you if I coidd. Go then 
dear Adelaide, and let your vigilance never slumber nor 
sleep, and remember there can be no obligation "upon any 
one to conceal treason. Should you ever need another 
home, my doors I am sure, let which of my family may 
inhabit them, will ever be open to receive you. In Eliza 
you w411 ever find a sister, and Sidney — but Adelfude I 
dare not raise a hope in you or myself — God's will be 
done,' and he folded her in his arms and sobbed upon her 
neck. The carriage was waiting, and after a hasty em- 
brace from iUiza, she located a last adieu lo E 

farm. 

* What strange jdeis,* thought Adelaide, as the carriage 

drove off, 'could Mr.E have had of danger, that I, 

a poor, ignorant and feeble ^rl could ward off— was there 
ever such an idea 1 I fear the brain of my dear venerated 
friend has become a little disordered — why he spoke as 
though the safety of the state absolutely depended upon 
my vigilance : it is not very likely that Mr Holbey would 
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make me the confidant of any de^rat« [^an should he 
have the courage to form one.* 

But all recollection of his parting q>eech and peculiar 
manner of ex[M'es^on towards herself was now e&ced by 
more pungent refiectionc^ when she recollected she had 
just seen the father of Sidney for the laat time, oppre'sed 
with 3 melancholy which she could neither shake off nor 
disguise. Adelaide arrived at Mr. Holbey's near the close 
of the day. 

She found the femily bu^ in preparations for a wed- 
ding, instead of a removal, though the latter event was 
Soon to follow the former. Miss Augusta had made such 
good use of her time durmg her visit to her sisters, as to 
captivate the fancy of a gentleman who frequently visited - 
there, and as the femily were so soon to remove, it was 
agreed the marriage should take place immediatdy. This 
marriage the Holbey's did not c<Hisider quite so splendid an 
alliance as the other, the bridegroom though rich, did not 
make so fashionable an appearance, and beside was full 
twenty years older thaathe bride. 

Mr. Bancroft was in reality a very fine man ; he had 
selected Augusta because he believed, {from a peculiar soft- 
nesB of manners, she had deceived him,) her to possess a 
most amiablecondescending temper. She had too expressed 
a high admiration of the pleasures of life, a subject that • 
with him never tired, he had proposed whenever he mar- 
ried, retiring to a farm near Albany, and making k a per- 
manent residence. ThereheposeessedaaelegantseatjAxnn 
his aoceetors, and any one fond of retirement might have 
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been completely happy ther& wilh sucli a corapuiioD, but 
unfortunately Augusta, had acted die hypocrite here as 
vhe had been taught to in every thing in reality ; she only 
TxiBted ID a crowd, and never did a look of meekness and 
humility cover a prouder or vainer heitrt — never did ex- 
fnemoaa of singular disinterestedness proceed from one of 
-mere selfishness and meanness. Every word and look in 
her appeared like pure nature, while she waswithki^ the 

. very depth of art. She could assume any thing at plea- 
sure; she had been trained by an artful mother, who could 
betself appear angelic when she wished to, and she had 
improved under such teaching unlil she had outdone her 
inslrucLreaa. Without remorse Holbey and his wife saw 
the respectable man whom she had inveigled into her 

■ snare, unite his (ale to a woman Who had not a single." 
good quality ; a woman who in extreme youth had given 
proof of shocking depravity of heart, and of total want of 
felling ; they saw her wedded to a man of real worth, and 
acccnnpauied her to the rural palace fitted up for her re- 

- ception, where the heart of that deceived husband exulted 
to welcome the eyren whom he had taken to his bosom. 
Mr Bancroft was a very public character, and at the 
time mentioned, held an office of Irust imder the adminis- 
tration of Mr Jefferson. To him Mr Hotbey had been 
very sparing of his words on the subject of politics, and the 
condescending Augusta was willing to think whatever 
her husband thought. Of course it would have been very 
idle in any man to inquire the political sentiments of the 
13 
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f,miilyiu which he connected hi iQBelf in such a country 
as ours. So thought ]^r Bancroft. 

Noihingcouldhavehiippened just at this time. more ao 
commodating; to Mr Holbey tlian such a disposal of hi^ 
' youngest daughter, for reasons which the reader may here- 
after understand ; they did not expect to be seeu much iii 
Washinton, and as Augusta cou!d not live without com- 
pany, and Mr R , her sistei's husband, expressed no 

wish ttf'have h'er remain with them, the case aj^ared 
imther difficult until apprized of the manner Jn which she. 
hadijeen ao fortunate as to dispose of herselt 

To . make a confidant of a child, and confide affairs of 
state, matters tliat involved fortune, reputation, and per- 
iiaps life, to a daughter, for the purpose of securing a coaju^ 
tor in the most nefarious ti^ansactions, appears incredible 
at first, and it was doubtless not without many qualms, 
but not of conscience, that Mr Holbey brought himself to 
sucli an act of self-degradation ; the fact, however, wa£ 
certain, though in what language it could have been done , 
no one can imagine, but from circumstances that aflerr ■ 
wards came to light, it appeared lliat every thing had been 
talked over between father and daughter, previous to tliis 
most unhappy and fatal marriage, and that she made ng 
scruple of promising to get at all the information possible 
oo a certain subject, and communicate ittoherfalhcrfrom 
tune to time, and that he even instructed her in the meaiw 
of obtaining such inforrnation. .That she should have 
used a differerft way, and one so fata! to herself, as it ap; 
pears she did in the sequel, was Bomethiog that could not 
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possibly have cnleted his head at Ihelime. Bui whoever 
undeitiilies to corRipt the moral honesty of a child, and 
inake- ihfiir principies siibservienl to their own convenience, 
does it at their peril, and n^ay think themselves happy if 
r^indign punishment does not finally overtake them. 

But strange as such an attempt may appear in Mr 
Holboy, it appears slill more suiprising tliat a young la<ly 
about to connect herself so respectably in life too, should 
engage [jeforehand to betray him; shoidd resolve to poison 
the cup of her own happiness herself; yet such was the 
fact^ though the consequences were pi'obably never thought 
of; besides the habitual thoughtlessness of vanity, her 
course oflifc had been tme that precluded reflection, and ' 
Augusta was not about to marry from motives of aflec- 
fion, she had not even a preference for the husband she 
had consented to wed, shehadetronginducementstowish 
for a respectable settlemeht in life just at this precise pe- 
riod, and iliis determined her. 

Mrs HoilMyhad preferred sending for her niece liome 
as soon as she was apprized of the engagement, but from 
[Ills Augusta dissuaded her, and induced her to defer it un- 
lil a few days before the marriage ; site had penetration 
sufficient to discover Adelaide's superiority, and reason and 
conscience (old her how much more adapted to the taste 
of her intended, was that poor orphan cousin than herself, 
Mj- RaRcn.'ft had mttde inquiriea eoacemlng Adelaide pre- 
vious to his engagement with Augusta, who as well ss her 
«!sier, described her to him as a dowdy, and he dropped 
all further inquiry. He could not enduie the idea of em 
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Awkwaid and illiterate womaD for a wife, yet he haci 
thought if the orphan Adelaide was possessed (^ half Au- 
gusta's attractions, he should have prefened h>r (o ilii! 
daughter of such a man as Mr Holbey. 

The farm of Mr E was not far from tberJly, and 

Adelaide arrived at her uncle's at an early hour in the day. 
Finding her aunt out shoji^ing^ and the asters closeted i» 
Augusta's apartment, determining the fashion of the wed- 
ding garment, she caught up her bonnet again and strolletf 
to the foot of the garden. It was at a season when the 
heauties of nature no longer cbarni, and the fading land^ 
scape forcibly reminds us of the decay and destruction 
of all things here. But here she had been accustomed to 
moralise, and after retiring from the c<»ifusion of the 
house, and jangling of contending parties, had found an 
asylum in the Uttlc arbor at the termination of the~walk. 
Beyond it fi'om a small opening there was a glimpse of the 
Hud.'Ktn, upon whose glassy bosom, reflecting the lustre 
of a brilliant sun, the tittle boats were gliding to and fro, 
and now and then a white sail fluttering past ' Sweet 
spot,' she softly said, ' I ehall soon see it no more ; what 
new and untried sorrows await me 1 know not, greater I 
fear than any I have yet endured.' ' Strengthen me 
heaven !' she added after a pause, and the ejaculation was 
accompanied by a deep sigh ; the sigh was reverberated, 
and looking up'she saw sinimiiig aloiie IjcMud iiP* (i gc;u 
tleman who had indeed but just stepped into the arbor, 
b\it who had overheard the soliloquy from the outside, 
- Adelaide's first motion would have been to flee, but iho 
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figure was not one to alarm, still delicacy Buggested ehe 
ought lo leave the presence of a person who had obtruded 
himself by such an unceremonioue introduction, but she 
fch as though nailed (o the spot. Tall and graceful, the 
figure of the stranger yet betrayed a slight indination to 
stoop from a weakness in hjs chest, which rather added to - 
the interest of Ms appearance. He had been eminently 
handsome, and in fact still was, for sorrow more than 
years had left its traces on his check, and deepened the 
wrinkles on his brow ; the lustre of his dark and jnercing 
eyes was not yet dimed, and the soft black hair that 
shaded his temples had not yet ' blossomed for the grave.' 
-The blushing fair one who stood before him felt she had 
never seen but one figure quite so interesting. ' And what 
sorrows dear younglady, (said thestranger seating himself 
gracefully by her side,) what sorrows can pain you so 
much even in retrospection 1 What dangers threaten a 
beuig whom all might be proud to protect? 

* Indeed, sir,' said Adelaide, half rising, and confusMl 
, beyond measure, ' I — I cannot tell, doubtless they are half 
imaginary, but I must gb, my aunt Holbey must, have re-- 
turned by this.' 

'Then you are Mrs Holbey's niece,' said he, taking the 
hand of the gentle and agitated girl, ' you shall not go 
then, I am privileged to detain you as a relation. You are 
a person 1 have much wished to see,' and will it be believ- 
ed the bridegroom elect actually wished he had never seen 
her, for re-seating herself with an air indignity and cont- 
13* 
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placcncy that no Holbey ever could imitaU, she quickly 
said — 

' Mr Bancrofl, I perceive ; I am pleased to see you, air.* 
Bancroft scarce knew what he did, he held her hand in 
his, but now respectfully relinquiBhing it, he surveyed her 
- with a half pleoeed, half wondering glance; atlengthre- 
collecliDg himself, with tlie air of a man just awakening 
from a dream he said — 

' Well, thk then is Adelaide,' and a deep sigh followed 
t he conviction — ' I have often heard your cousins speak of 
you.' 

' And better of me no doubt,' said Adelaide, (for llie 
first time deceived,) ' than I deserved— they are very 
kind.' 

Mr Bancrcrfl cleared his \'oice oaoe or twice, but bdng 
unused to deception, was unable to give an answer, and 
relinquished the eflbrt. Mrs Holbey had entered tlie gar- 
den tmperceived with her two daughters, and seeing h» 
niece and intended eon in law in earnest conversation, her 
suGf>iciona were immediately aroused. What kind of sus- 
ptcioQB she had we cannot lell, but people that are always 
plotting are watchful and auspicious, and never see two 
persons talking apart without suspecting some miscJiief. 
Pointing out to the observation of her daughters the spot 
where the unsu^>ecting pair were seated, she softly led the 
way to the arbor, and very une:q)ectedly and somewhat 
rudely rushed in, exclaiming — 

, ' Upon my word. Mips Adelaide, you are vastly easy to 
get acquainted with.' 
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' Yes madaiu,' said the indignant Adelaidp, ' I belong to 
a family never remarkable for bashfulnesa,' and the blush 
of BoA endtarraaanent waa exchanged for one of anger 
which now crimsoned her cheek and extended itself even 
to her neck and bosom. The malign glahce of both moth- 
er and daughters was not unnoticed by Mr Bsiicroft, who 
intent only upon rescuing Adelaide, immediately changed 
the subject of conversation, and rising and offering liis ann 
to Augusta, led the way to the house. 

From that time Mr Bancroft saw hitle of Adelaide until 
the day of his marriage, just a fortnight after her arrival. 
Upon some pretence or other she was generally excluded 
from the domestic circle, though he frequently inquired for 
her. Meanwhile the shade on the brow of Ihe intended 
bridegroom had perceptibly deepened, while the manners 
of Augusta towards her cousin when he was not present, 
were ten times more insolent than formerly. Indeed the 
deportment of the whole family, except Mr Ilolhey, had 
become iusuilcrable, and Adekide at length proposed (c 
her uncle and aunt to leave iheni, and put ibc talents she 
possessed in requisition for a livelihood, saying ' ehe had 
undeiBtood from hints dropped at various times she had 
been a great expense to them, and it was not her wish to 
encvunber the family with further trouble, and that she 
diould most cbeerfuUy labor for a support, and doubted not 
of finding friends to aid her.* 

The blood mantled to the lace of Mrs Hullrey at this 
proposal, and she was in such a rage as absolutely to be in 
danger of suffocation, and was comnieticing a tirade of 
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fibuse Against her niece, accusing her of ingratitude in 
wishing to leave her just as her presence had become ne- 
cessary to her, being about to lose both daughters, and go- 
ing to a strange place. Mr Holbcy, however, on this oc- 
casion asserted his right to be master. in his own house, 
and stamping his foot furiously on the floor, commanded si- 
tencc. . 

' Now Adelaide,' said he after he had quelled the riot, 
' tell us child what is the matter ; why do you wish to 
leave us at this time V 

Adelaide briefly stated her objections to remain in n 
family where, notwithstanding licr utmost efl^orls to please, 
ehc found herself treated with distinguished insolence. 

' The daughter of Mr Mellville shall not be treated thus 
in my family, nor sufiered to labor out of it for suj^rt,' 
aaid Mr Holbey sternly — ' say no more niece, you shall 
have no cause of complaint in future, go to your chamber 
and compose yourself, and let us hear no more of your 
leaving your aunt,'— that aunt sat bursting with rage, but 
a look from her husband silenced her. 

As soon as Adelaide had left the room, turning fiercely 
. to his wife he demanded, 'What does this mean 1 Are you 
mad, madam f Have you lost all discretion to wish to 
make a breach with her, now when you are about to need 
her services so much ? Besides, this would be a bad time 
ACalLfs to a settlement which she. possibly might do, re- 
collect yourself, and ^ve timely warning to my daughters 
to do the same,' so saying, he left, the room, and his part- 
ner to her reflections. What they were or what influenced 



by Google 



Ttit HOtBE* FAMILY. ISt 

the younger part of the family we taaioot sfty, but front 
this day they all altered their deportment enlirely, and 
^m downright iDsolenc«, became absolutely fawning. 

Among other acts of complaisance and condescension, 
it was insisted upon that Adelaide should upon the mar- 
riage accompany the bride and bridegroom to their new 
residence on the banks of the Hudson in company with her 
aunt to pass a few da.yB with her. For many reasons, she 
tried to excuse herself froijn this visit, but no excuse wa« 
allowed, the bride even compelled her husband when the 
da)' came to urge the request, until she was obliged to 
comply. 

The wedding was at length celebrated with much 
pomp, a numerous acquaintance graced the feaat, and ev- 
ery tiling was done to give eclat to it (hat the ambiiiona 
Mrs Holbey could ask. On the following day the parties, . 

accompanied by Mra Holbey, Adelaide, and Mrs R , 

proceeded up the North River to the residence of Mr Ban- 
croft. The two gentlemen of the family had declined ac- 
companying them, Mr R having as he said indis- 
pensable businesa to attend to, and Mr Holbey being 
<d)liged to stay, and see to the preparationsfor their remov- 
al to Washington ; both the gentlemen engaged to corns 
up in a few days to escort ihe ladies home. 

It was on one of the finest mornings of October, that 
the hsf-py piir £on:ir^enced. their trip, interesting in the 
highest degree to Adelaide, who bad never before seentTi*" " 
Highlands, or sailed oa the majestic Hudson, and as her 
eye rested on the ent;hanting scenery of this beautiful riv- 
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er, unconsciously to hersel/her BpiritBTOse ; she liad much 
leisure lo nole the.proepect, being three daya in ascending 
tlie river. Tliey liad emi)arkcd in u new and beautiful 
sloop belonging to the bridegroom, and were therefore the 
sole occupiers of the conveyance with the exception of the 
neceasary hands on board. Adelaide wished in her heart 
the voyage could have lasted a fortnight, so much did she. 
enjoy the sail, and was by far the happiest and most cheer- 
ful of the panty. Well might she be so, with the excep- 
tion of the deceived bridegroom, she was the only^nocent 
one of them ; but deceived or not, he was evidently not 
quite at his ease, he could not be cheerful ; the woman 
who sat beside him in listless Idleness had no more tasle 
for th^ Ijeautiea of nature, which she had professed once 
to have such raptures for, than, (to use a vulgar but apt 
compaiison,) a horse-block. Her languid loolca too plainly 
told the enmd that was consuming her; the idea of the 
pomp in which ^e should appear in her new residence, 
which she had heard described as splendid, and frequent- 
ed by the vay Jirst p^ple, wag all that occupied her mind, 
and until this triumph of her vanitj', slie barely endured 
existence. The bridegroom felt more and more that he_ 
had forfeited his all of earthly felicity ; he saw in the or- 
phan cousin of bis bride just the woman he had been so 
long in search oi^ ojid he felt he had been deceived, great- 
ly deceived in his wife, who had represented that couBJfi 
ei'.c^thcr i^crent from what she was. Strange that this 
first proof of duplicity in Augusta had not taught hiin 
caution, that he could after this havafelt tlie least confi- 
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deoce in her. Had he after thia hate regarcted her with 
jealousy and Buspicicm, have held her at aims length, and 
watched her as he would have done some veiiomouB ser- 
pent, he might have escaped many pangs — but we are an- 
tic^naing. 

' Yondef, said Mr Bancroft, pointing to a bulling fev 
up the hUi, sheltered by a grove of trees, ' yonder is the 
residADce of my ancestors for three generations. Adelaide 
hastened to the Hde of the eloop to catch a dietanl view of 
the stately fabric, which emerging partially from Ihe dense 
forest that surrounded it, displayed the gable end of the 
building and part of a spacious row of outhoiisea in the 
rear. The fine proportions of the front were still concealed 
by the remaining foliage of (he trees, which though now 
di^tfokured and drooping, seemed to interpose their envioue 
shade between it and the anxious eyes now strained to 
obtain a distinct view of it; still they could discern a struc- 
ture of singulai' taste and extendve dimensions. The 
windows were illuminated by the last rays of the setting 
sua, and they gazed after the disappearance of that lu- 
miumy, by the beautiful reflection froin the clouds of va- 
ried dyes, which the evening of autumn in this latitude 
.usually present. Presently the sloop was moored in a little 
creek at the 'foot of iheclift) around whose base the com- 
pany wound their way after landing, until at some distance 
they stopped before a large iron gale which formed the en- 
trance to a thick and somewhat gloomy grove ; here two 
or three domestics waited to receive them, having been 
Af4>ri3ed-of their vicipity by a signal from the sloop : one 



.d by Google 



\S9 ABlBTOCRACr. OK 

of these attendaau from hia venerable appeaiaoce, looked ' 
as though he might have served there for at least half a 
ceotufy. 

Adelaide gazed with ever new delight at the varied 
objecls that met her view on their road towards the house. 
Clothed as it was in the eQchaDtment of twilight, the 
grove (^>peared of unmeasureable ezteat, and the U-eea of 
most unusual proporijons, and the irregular path they wexe 
treading like a labyrinth from which they could nevei- 
enierge. It terminated at length in a kind of pleasure- 
ground, surmounted by a number of terraced walks, lead- 
ing to the front entrance ; ascending a few stone steps 
they were admitted to the porch, and here the party stop- 
ped to take a view of the landscape, but the vapor from 
the river was now rolling in and enveloping all below in 
one street of mist, while thechillneas of the air and damp 
feeling of their garments warned them to hasten to a 
uhelter. Passing through the long arched entry tbey were 
now ushered into an elegant silting room, where a com- 
fortable file and plentiful repast was provided. Here they 
were met too by the housekeeper, a respectable and gen- 
teel looking woman, now for the first lime introduced lo 
the new mistress of the mansion. 

The youthful bride as well as the lady mother appeared 
all smiling condegcetuion, and the bridegroom had thrown 
olT much of his habitual seriousness of deportment ; be 
appeared what in truth he was, the finished gentleman 
and hospitable host. The meal was conducted in much 
good humor, and all seemed pleased and satisfied. Mn 
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R very feelingly regretted her husband had not the 

pleasure <^ being of the party, and Mrs Holbey deplored 
the necessity of her husband's seeing to the preparatioHs 
for their removal. Whether this was really the case, or 
whether that gentleman was for the fiist time in his life 
troubled with some conscientious scruples about eating the 
bread of tlie man whOm he was plotting to betray, is un- 
certaii], but he came not, though Mr R who arriv- 
ed next evening could not devise an excuse. 



Adelaide after 
strengthened and invi 
hovered around her pi 



night of most refreshing sleej^ arose 
vigorated. The sweetest visions had 
pillow, and she now sprang from her 
bed to enjoy the waking delight which the view of a fine 
landscape always afforded her. Throwing up her case- 
ment to inhale the breeze of morning, she felt herself sur- 
prised and delighted by the view presented on this side of 
the building. At a little distance the peak of a towering 
precipice presented itself and below this flowed a moun- 
tain rivulet, leaping from clif to clif, until about midway 
it formed a reservoir in the hollow of a rock, then burst in 
one entire sheet over its edge, displaying one of the finest 
cascades imaginable. An opening between this and a 
smaller hill gave a view of the country for some consider- 
able distance ; fine farm? and gentlemen's seats appeared 
peeping out from the woody country beyond, and the 
tower of a neighboring Church seemed to bound the pros- 
pect. 

14 
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*Oh what a paradise is here,' exclaimed Adelaide, *what 
a situation for a soul that couM enjoy it, but can she 1^ 
Alas, I fear, this Eden contains a serpent,' added she men- 
tally, while a aigh partly of regret end partly of envy, as 
she afterwards said, escaped her bosom, and she became 
absorbed in gloomy reflection. 

There is* slrange tendency to melancholy in the ad- 
mirers of nature, even .while wonder and admiration are 
excited by the view of bercharms. Even the most enchant- 
ing landscapes, the most resplendent beauties of creation 
once seen, fail to satisfy, and there is left in the heart that 
aching void which the absence of something desired or an- 
ticipated cteates ; indeed it is most felt at such times, and 
although feelings of loneliness and desertion to persons 
whom a long train of wordly misfortunes has rendered 
melancholy is most felt in a crowd, amidst scenes of mirth 
and hilarity, whefe the 'heart distrustful asks if this be 
joy,' yet gloomy and unsatisfied feelings do sometimes 
arise even in the most delightful scenes of nature. There 
are persons who cannot look at a fine landscape or hear 
fine music without tears. But may we not suppose it a 
proof of something beyond this world wliich the mind 
grasps at, something yet unattainable, a fffoof of the im- 
mortality of the soul of man, destined to higher view^ no- 
bler joys, and to behold more glorious prospectg. ' Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard ' of the gloriea to be revealed 
to the disembodied soul. 

A few days more of bridal ^lender, visiting, receiving 
\-isila, &c., passed quickly by, and the unwelcome sum- 
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mooB came to return to New York ; those few dayaliFLd 
been a settsuu of g^eat exullaiion to Mrs Holbcy and b«i' 
daughter, and of innocent gratification lo Adelaide, and to 
lite iHidegroom, ' the last of peace on eaith he ever knew.' 
Agaiji the dehglilful labyrinth to the shore was retraced, 
though with more reluctance than iwfbre. Several frienda 
who were visiting there accompanied them lo the boat, 
which gave Mr Bancroft an opportunity to offer Adelaide 
his turn ; after some time he succeeded in getting her be- 
hind the company, and prefacing with some remarks that 
led to the subject, infomied her of his observations with 
re9|>ect to her unhappiness in her uncle's family. ' This 
b taking a great liberty I know dear Adelaide,' said he, 
' but you know not how near you seem to me from a re- 
semblance to one who once possessed my heart's best af- 
fections. Your cousin Augusta I thought a likeness, and 
had 1 never seen you ' — he stopped — ' you know not what 
your pressence has cost me, it has conjured up the memo- 
ry of joys departed never to return, of scenes never to be 
realized agaui ; but this is not what I was going to sayj 
which is tills, for time presses and I must be brief: should 
any new afQiction overtake you, or old ones become intol- 
erable, remember me as an assured friend ; my house I oi- 
fer as an asylum should you need one, a house where you 
could not fail to be welcome while 1 am ils master, or my 
protection or assistance in any way needed ; forgive me 
Adelaide, something teUs me you may yet need it, and if 
so, fail not to let me know,' His quivering lip and glow- 
ing cheek attested to the et!brt he had made, and Adelaide 
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scarcely le^s dislurbed than himself, though hy different 
feelings, made two or three unsuccessful efforta- to answer 
him, when the voice of her aunt loudly demanding where 
she was, arrested her atlention, and linppily put an end to 
a convemation exceedingly painful, Mr Bancroft hastily 
dropping her hand, rejoined the-coRipany. ' 

' How Very much like a fix)I I must have locked,' she 
thought, y not to utter a word, but perhaps it is as welt ; 

what could I ha«e said ; dear Mr E made nearly 

the same remarks, certainly there must be something very 
strange about my guardian, that cdl my friends fear for 
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CHAPTER XIL 



' And ao I Bsj I'll cat the causes off, 
FUtiering mj (Dind wkb things imponible, 
Mj eye 'e (oo qoieki oi; heurt o'enveesi too 
Unlesa my hand and atienglb could equal it. ' 



Upwi arriving at home, th«y found Mr Holbey actively 
engaged in preparing for their speedy departure, and by 
no means in a desirable etate of mind ; something seemed 
. to have crossed his path of an unpleasant nature, even the 
glowing description of the establishment of his favorite 
Augusta foiled to give him pleasure except for a moment, 
a smile of sullen satisfoction was all that his wife or Ade- 
laide could extort ; the latter could not help suspecting 
that however satisfactory the settlement of his daughter 
might be, his own was rather a doubtful case, ' the man 
that liv«s upon plotting and promises,* she thought, ' must 
bewretched indeed.' 

' Oh,' exclaimed Adelaide upon retiring to her cham- 
ber that evening, 'could my imcle but be cured of this 
restless, soul destroying ambition, all might yet be well, 
but my heart forebodes mischief from thi6 visit to Wash- 
ington, is there no way to persuade him to abandon it ' — 
Here he inig-ht be happy if he would, there is nothing 
now to barrass or perplex him but his amUtioua project, 
14* 
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both bis daughters are seltled to his miDd, and in this re- 
gion he has fdends. Would that I could pergitade him, 
young as I am I might possibly prevail ; I will at least try 
and fail, or not fail, shall at least have done my duty.'— 
The evenirig of tbe next day unexpectedly offered the 
chance she sought. Mis Holbey was at her daughter 

R ■ — ^"s, and left her niece as usual t« pour out tea for 

her uncle and bear his suUenneBS or ill temper. 

' What a tremendous labpr it Is to move,' said Mr Hol- 
bey to hiinsel^ as he was straining a cord to make it meet 
round a package he had just doueuj^ 'when one has once 
got well settled too.' 

' Then why do you move, sir ? said his niece, ' every 
body wonders you can bear to leave this place, so near the 
Sieminary where the boys are, and your daughters so hap- 
pily settled near you, and surrounded by such an agreea- 
ble set of friends loo.' 

' Friends indeed,' exclaimed Mr Holbey, white his lip 
curled in high disdain, ' are you such a child as to suppose 
any of these people that feast at my house are friends 1— 
Friends while tlieir own ends are answered ; why two 
thirds of them now would send-me to purgatory if they 
could procure any benefit to dietnselves by it' 

' Well then, so much reason,' she replied, ' for tcaling 
no longer for a world you have proved so ungratefuL' 

' What do you know about their ingratitude V replied 
Mr Holbey, with a look of alarm, 

' Why nothing uncle, except what you have jusa. told 
me, butevei-y thing teaches us the world is a hard master, 
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and I must say it grieves me to see you toil ao hard at 
your age, when you ought to repose at your ease. Uncle 
you have piopeity to set down here in contentment andif 
I'oam DO more, where can you be so happy as in the boe- 
wn of your family 1 I fear you would not be so in Wash- 
ington.* 

Mr Holbey started as though an arrow had pierced him: 
' May be ao, may l>e so, but 1 have staked my salvation 
upon it,' and clenching his fist and striking it violently up- 
on the table, he added, 'if I go to destruction there is 
enough will go with me.' 

Terrified at the violence he betrayed, Adelaide dropped 
the subject, and sought by every method in her power to 
soothe his perturbed feelings ; her elTOTts were not unsuc- 
cessful, for mortified to have appeared before her so off his 
guard, he strove to smooth liis brow, and appear lil^e a ra- 
,tional being for the remainder of the evening, and during 
tbeir repast, was unusually civil and good natured, lie 
even condescended to apologize for his late violence, and 
say 'that he was going upon business to Washington, 
which might detain him some lime, but it was very per- 
plexing to have to remove at this time, and having every 
thing to attend to in a moment as it were, his patience 
sometimes entirely forsook him, and he scarce knew what 
he said.' 

Of course the apology was accepted by his niece, who ' 
strove to forget ir, and inwardly resolved never to attempt 
to reason with him again. From this time she never men- 
tioned the removal, but joined in the preparations for their 
departure with a heavy heart. 
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In the couise of a foilni^t every thing was arraoged, 
and tiie family took tbeir departure from New Ywk aad 
'-^jToceeded to Philadelphia; here an unexpected disap- 
pointment awaited them ; letters were brought Mr Hd- 
bey which altered his destination for the fo'esent, and (Le 
winter was passed in that city. Adelaide's presence now 
became indispensably necessary to her aunt, as she was 
confined most of the season, and unable either to go out or 
see company. The greatest trial her niece experienced 
was being obliged.lo read to her all the light trash of the 
day, the more extravagant the fiction was, the better suit- 
ed to her taste. However, as she could derive do amuse- 
ment from any thing else, Adelaide compUed with hei 
wishes after many inefieclual attempts to make her lelisb 
solid subjects. 

The spring opened early, and the health of Mrs Holbey 
cow permitted a removid lo Washington, whither it was 
at Jength decided they should go. The travelling, ^ways 
bad at this season, was unusually so at the time they com- 
menced their journey, nevertheless the impatience of Mr 
Holbey could rwt be restrained, and they eat out in a dark 
stormy day, threatening every moment a deluge of rain. 
The ill health of Mrs Holbey compelled them to travel 
dow, they might though, Adelaide thought, have arrived 
there on the morning of the fourth of March, and she ar- 
denUy wished lo have witnessed the ceremonies of the 
day. It was that on which a free people had again placed 
in the chmr the man of their choice, the one who had 
come out from the furnace of political persecution after 
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four years trial purer tlian ever, and she could not con- 
ceive of any person being so near and not wishing to enjoy , 
the-Bpectacle ; but for reasons which she was wholly una- 
ble to account for, he declined entering the suburbs until 
evening. The population of the country around was now 
pouring out of the city, and their progress was so much 
retarded, that they did not reach their lodginga until late 
in the evening. Occasionally they met some merry com- 
pany ob the road who would hail thetn, and tell them 
' they came a day too late,' and one or two rode up and 
seriously enquired * if they had supposed thfe Inauguration 
was to take place next day V 

As the carriage slowly made, its way through the streets 
of the metropolis, they had leisure to make some remarks, 
most of which however were made in silence. The tu- 
mult of the day had long since eubsided, and the streels 
of its scattered populalion no longer resounded with the 
busy hum of men. Yet here and there a brilliantly lighl- 
■ ed carriage, or a merry company would occasionally cross 
their path. 

Some of the buildings dimly lighted or left in IoI;lI 
darkness, announced their irrfiabilants either retired to 
rest or absent at other houses. The latter appeiired most 
probable, as they would not proceed far before some build- 
ing would present itself splendidly illuminated from the 
attic to the basement story, presenting one blaze of lighj 
and literally overflowing with company tlirough every 
room. The sound of music, of mirth and hilarity resoun- 
ded from every part of the dwelling, whose appearance 
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could not but forcibly remind one of the deBcriptJcm of 
some enchanted palace in the "Arabian Nights Enter- 
tainment." 

* Doubtless this day has been one of real enjojiitenC 
here/ said Adelaide, speaking to herself, as they passed 
one of these scenes of almost fairy splendor, a house of ra- 
ther unusual dimensions, even in this handsome metropo- 
lis — 'ofreal enjoyment,' she softly repeated, but not so tew 
as to be unheard by her uncle, who, wrapped in his cloak, 
was leaning back in the carriage, appaj^ntly absorbed in 
gloomy and sullen reverie ; but around by the word en- 
joyment, he started forwaid and eyed the scene with some- 
thing such a look as we may suppose Satan surveyed Pa- 
radise, before his infernal arts had poisoned every purs 
fountain and caused every herb to wither, 

'Enjoyment indeed,' guttered he, 'these people are 
ready at any time to enjoy a carousal ; small difierence it 
makes to them who is President ; little difference to their 
enjoyment whether he be Turk, Jew, Mahometan or Pa- 
gan. The man they are now making this hub-bub about, 
is worse than either, for he has no re ' 

'Stop, stop, Mr Holbey, for heaven's sake,' exclaimed 
his wife, laying her hanS upon his arm ; 'you forget we, 
are now in the enemy's camp.' 

' It is a free couniry,' responded her husband. 

' But you know, my dear, polUica are not to be named 
here ; we have other business at Washington. Adelaide, 
child, we are all Democrats here — you underhand me.' 
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* No ntadain,' said her uiece, ' I do not ; I thought, as 
my uncle observed, that this was a free country, and that 
people hail the liberty of speaking their sentiments in any 
part of it.' 

'Thou art mistaken in the inference, child,' said her 
uncle. * Things are now so sitiialed that I cannot speak 
mine, and I depend upon thy prudence. The ignorant, 
swinish multitude have now got the reins of power, and 
are trampling over the necks of those better bom and bred 
than themselves. Talk does them no good ; too much of 
argument has been already thrown away lapon them, and 
it is time other weapons were used.' 

'Do you think, uncle, there has been much judgment 
used in (he manner of lalking to them V said Adelaide ;. 
do you thinic, for instance, that personal abuse can be the 
most successful weapon to convert people to our own way 
of beUefr 

'Why no — for one, I have always disproved of such 
measures, which nevertheless I have been constrained to 
aSfflst in. No people, in my opinion, were ever won over 
by the language of invective and scurrility — which it must 
be confessed has been most UberaJIy dispensed ; but they, 
trouble take hold of them ! why nothing moves them ;— 
they are a set of mules, and cannot be driven, unless' he 
added in a lower key, 'at t!ie pohti of the bayonet !' 

The carriage now drew up to the inn where they were- 
to take lodgings, a very seasonable relief to the conversa- 
tion ; for Mr Holbey, who did not like to commit himself 
even in his own family, felt he had gone too far, and got 
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himself into just such a p}ac« as he could not well * back 
ottlqf.' ' 

The inn was so much crowded that it was with diffi- 
culty our travellers could procure a lodging. At firet mine 
host positively declined to accommodate them, but upon 
their mentioning thai they should probably remain lod- 
gers for several weeks, the selfishness of human nature 
prevailed, and some of the lodgers for the night only, were 
turned out to accommodate them. 

From this place Mr Holbey waited on the gentleman 
to whocb he had lettecs of introduction and from whom he 
expected employment ; and after finally settling the pre- 
liminaries, he commenced writing in his study; having 
first looked out a convenient suit of apartments, in a ra- 
ther retired part of the city. 

The apartments they were now to reside in, though 
pleasantly situated, airy and comforlabie, as well as gen-' 
teelly furnished, were nothing to the display which they, 
made at New York. It was very evident, whatever their 
reasons were, that they did not calculate upon an expen- 
sive sXyle of Uving here. Though in a part of the coun- 
try where many servanls are required, they had less than 
at New York, and consented to live in a house tenanted 
by another family too. 

The other occupants, a ftimily from the West Indies, 
tenanted the opposite wing of the building, being divided 
by what appeared to be the main body of the house, and 
might have contained a handsOTae suit of apartments ; 
but the whole space was thrown into an entry, occu[Ned 
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by a ataircasc of slupendous dimensions. Ttiis entry or 
gallery, for it was both, witli ihe piB7.jia to wliitli it opcn- 
od, was the only part of the tenement common to both 
familiee. 

Here they Bometlmes met of an evening, wher<; poor 
Mrs Holbey, now a confirmed invalid, often resorted for 
the benefit of Ihe evening air; and by this means a sort of 
neighborly communication commenced between them, 
very agreeable to both parties, especially to Adelaide, who 
very much missed the sociely of the kind Van Horns, their 
old neighbors in New- York, into whose houee ehe often 
went without ceremony and from whom she uniformly 
experienced tlie moat friendly and afTectionatc treatment, 
and from whom she had parted with very poignant feel- 
inga of regret. _ 

The excuse ^ven to these aeighboics, the West Indiana, 
for the extreme, indeed total solitude in which they lived 
was certainly plausible, naraelj', Mrs Holbey's ill health. 
That lady had contracted a nervous disposition during hcf 
late illness b1 PhlladelfJiia, and the siditudc in which she - 
lived added greatly to' her complaint, not tliataliftof 
quiet is uofavorabl^ to nervous comfdainls m general, but 
cocapany, dress, show and parade had been her life, and 
it was depriving her of her natural ailment, besides which 
her spirits contracted a gloom that tended to increase (he 
malady, and place it beyond the reach of meditine. 
. Dismal indeed were the hours that Adelaide was com- 
pelled to pass in Ihe apartment of her aunt, to endure her 
quenilousoesi^ and listen to her compl^nts and repinings, 
15 
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yet most sinceiely did she pity the unforlunale woman 
TV'hose mind was not stored with any thing calculated to 
make solitude tolerable. To read and play to her, and 
assist to make her personal appearance graceful and be- 
coining in an invalid, was all she was compelled to do, 
though this look up two thirds of her lime, the good na- 
tured girl would willingly have done more. If permitted, 
she would gladly haveexerted herself in assisting to prepare 
the mind of her aunt for that final change, which though 
slow, yet too surely approached. Fain would she have 
called off the mind which clung to the varieties of earth, 
and directed ks contemplations to heavenly things, but as 
yet th^ effort was a vain one. The mind of Mrs Holbey 
was not in a slate to receive religious instruction ; the fal- 
low ground of hei heart had never been broken, and con- 
Ncquently the good seed would have been sown in vain. 
To leave metaphor, her heart had never been broken by 
affliction nor a sense of its own sinfulness, she had never 
been brought to feel the emptiness and nothingness of this 
world, of its pleasures, its pursuits and possesions ; she 
had never realized their insufficiency to satisfy the crav- 
ings of an immortal soul, or dreamed that heaven's eter- 
nal habitations- contained any higher gratifications than 
I he vain pomp and glory of this world were capable of be- 
stowing. She thought herself whole, and therefore need- 
ed not a physician ; in reaUty her sickly and vitiated appe- 
tite rejected every thing solid; every thing approaching 
serious Bullets depressed her spirits, and as she said, tend- 
ed to increase the irritability of her nerves, and Adelaide 
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ill despair, gave over for the present all attempts to lead 
her to such subjects. 

Exainple, it is truly eaid, is more efficacious than pre- 
cept, Ixith appeared to be lost on this unfortunate lady ; if 
tiie beauty of holiness could have allured her, the exam- 
ple now before her would have done it ; the mild forbear- 
ing temper, and condescending manners of her niece, at 
this trying seasou, were truly admirable; that young person 
had now an opportunity to test her religion to the iitniosl, 
for mere human patience could never have endured the 
pro*o;iif!g' nniHurs-ajiu ii»i^c€et;:Ui^)la c-.priccs- of het - 
nunt, hut like gold from the furnace, she came out 
brighter. 

Few things in the capricious temper of Mrs Holbey 
gave Adelaide more pain than her conduct lownrde her 
neighborg, tlie kind hearted West Indians. This family 
conoBted of a gentleman and Lis wife with her mother 
and two childreiL They had made many advances to 
. good neighborhood, and ia particular to friendship with 
Adelaide, appeared very amiable, aflable and unassuming, 
and were beside decidedly religious. Whenever Adelaide 
went to church it was in their company, but this was not 
frequent, as her aunt most genially insisted upon her 
slaying at liome upon the Sabbath, saying there was more 
reli^on in attending to her than ingoing (o worship. It was 
w)m(; months after her residence there before she was able 
tu attend the Commujiion, although Mrs Malcomb always 
called in to invite her company to thitt solemn and inter- 
ing ordinance, 
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' What do you waot to go with those people for V saiil 
' Mra Holbey one day with more bitterness thsm usual, 
' they have no religion.' 

'If that were the case,' said Adelaide meetly, 'it cotiltt 
not affect me, I have no sins to answer for but my own, 
but I finnly believe they are all very sinceic christans ; 
pray what have you observed unchristian in them V 

' Why their dress to be sure,' said her cunt tartly,' ' ditf 
you not see thcyAvcre covered wiih gold and _^cwels, ii 
pretty figure they would make at the communion labtir 
Iruly, 1 wonder where chiistian humility is ? 

' Not in dress certainly,' said Adelaide, ' the cross laid 
upon the christion is much inore afflicting to flcHh and 
blood than sackdoth would be, f should not think peo- 
ple would thin!; of altering their dress unlcas it had omc 
been their idol; we are commanded lo renounce idols, and 
a person who had been daily devolcd to the study of in- 
coming dresses, iniglit well consider it a duly to dispense 
with the ocnamontal parts of it upou becoming religions ; 
such [>ersons can scarce have an idea how perfceily indif- 
ferent it is to those who have never made it a study.' The 
check of Mrs HoH>ey glowed for a momcntj but unwilling 
to give up the subject in ihis manner, she continued — 

' It is true the Malcomb's do not make much account of 
it generally, hut I never knew tliem to go to the Commun- . 
ion table without being tricked out in tliat manner.' 

' They scarce ever dress much on ordinarj' occasions, I 

. know,' replied her niece, ' and I confess I at first thought 

it singular and asked the reason. Mrs Makonib auaweiod 
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her taste led her to prefer a (Jain dress on ordinary occa- 
sions, but if invited to die table of an earthly prince, eho 
should think it proper to wear her best clothes, < and can 
I do less,' said she, ' when invited (o the taUe of the Kiog 
of Kings 1 I know it is a very small thing in comparison 
of a preparation of heart, but it is an expression of respect, 
and impoelQg to young miiida. My family scarce ever 
wear their jewels on any other occasion. ' For my part,' 
continued Adelaide, *I am satisfied no person has a right 
to find fault with another's oflering, any raore than Cain 
had with his brother Abel's. The box of ointment poured 
upon the head of our Saviour excited even the censures of 
the Apoetlea, yet it appears the ofiering was graciously 
received, and ehcited the promise that * In every nation 
where the Goepel should be preached, it should be tdd 
of.' 

In this manner would Adelaide endeavor to iniprovo 
th« subject of ctmversation to the spiritual instruction of 
the poor invalid, but alas, it was as water spilt upon the 
ground. But there was one subject that ever powerfully 
interested Mrs Hf^bay, the prosperity of her children ; of 
their e|4endor and riches slie would often talk, and eagerly 
devour the contents of their letters. One thing that oft^n 
surprised Adelaide Was the frequent and voluihinous epis- 
tles of Augusta, but she reflected that her cousin, though 
naturally indolent, was now so much aacluded, that writ- 
ing might have become an amusement to her, Mr Ban- 
croft, too, she began to think exceedingly communicative, 
as her uncle would often detain part of the packets, saying 
15* 



.dbv Google 



174 ARISTOCRACY. *a 

U was tram him, and on businese ; as the kne^ their sen- 
timeutB OQ most sut^ts to be so difiBiiailar, it waa a mat- 
ter of BUiprise, but ebe foibore remaik. 

Very soon aAei iheii sctUement at Washington, Eliza 
E wrote to Adelaide ; her father had just taken a 

peaceftd deftortiux frtxn l\m world, and Sidney was still iii 
Eun^, hie health by no tOBBtis eslahlidied, a kind re- 
inemltwanee of Adekude, die said, waa contained in all his 
letters. Eliza, was in daily expectation of the airival of 
her lover from England, from Whence he had been recall- 
ed by the sudden death of his partner in bucdneae, and their 
- marriage waa U> take place immediately on his arriviU, but 
u'here they should aetde was unMrtain, but she would 
ai^niae herof their place of residence aaaoon asit wesde^ 
termined, conjuring her if any thing happened lo her auBt, 
to come and reside with her, or if her reEidence in Wash- 
ingtiHi should become unpleasant. Mtmthe and months 
fi^owed the reception of this, but no letter came to liOfM, 
ahliou^ the answer to the former or>e gladly accepted 
the invitation in cose of Mrs Hdlbcy'8 deatii. 

As time rolled on and Adelaide saw lier gradually fail' 
ing, her anxiety increased, until finally she concluded that 
the husband of Eliea, (for the papers had aiinounced their 
marriage,) waa unwilling to receive her as on imnate of 
1 heir fiunily, and that Eliza 64t so tenderly on the subject 
as to be unable to write. The penion in question did how. 
ever write, but the reason why tier letters were not receiv- 
ed, belongs to another part of the atory. 

The dull monotony of Mr Holbey'a liouse at tfiis time 
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may easily be conceived, Adelaide ccntiiniolly anxioua 
respecting her auni, fuid the silence of Eliza, Jier aunt 
c^ntinudly fretting and uocomforlable, evidently failing 
daily in constitution, and how giving infallible Byraptomij 
of that nioet insidious and fatal diseaae, consumption. 

Mr H<dbey's conduct had not beenless mysterious since 
his residence in the metropdis, nor liis temper better ; he 
still continued to write for the dutracier mentioned, but timt 
gentleman never called on hitn, and there Was no appar- 
ent intercousre between tliem except what civility re- 
quired ; a few gentlemen occa^nally called of an even- 
ing, but they were always entertained in the study, and 
the family did not appear even to know their names, atid 
the family saw no company except the kind West Indians, 
wh« would persevere in bestowing their eiviUlics, and who 
in time became not only agreeable, Uit absolutely neces- 
sary to Mrs Holbey. 

Affairs continued much in this etate untd the winter of 
1807, but in ctder to make the subsequent events of this 
story understood, it will be necessary to talfc one more 
view of the political horizon. Before, however, doing this, 
we must look back to Edward Mellville, then in New Or- 
leans ; he still continued his remittances to Mr Holbey, 
and often expressed a wish to see his niece, but such waa 
the situation of his business he found it impossible (o leave . 
there, and he had determined not to do so, until he had 
accumulated a fortune equal to his wishes, but such was 
now the posture of affairs, that Hdbey had serious reasoiM 
lo fear hia coming whortly. He had been gradually call- 
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ing in his property ^r some time^ and endeavoring to con- 
centralc h).B business, in apprehension of a war with Great 
Rritain, which he in cMnnKHi with a great part of ibe 
country foresaw to be inentaMe some time, (though they 
supposed ifmuch Qeanr tBan it was,) and in case of soch 
■ an event, he would undoubtedly come in search of his 
niece. Mr Holbey endeavored to be prepared for such an 
event ; he had ftienda abroad ood at home that would 
give immediate notice of his setting out and of his arrival 
before he could possibly Icarn the spot to make inquiries 
lha( must cover him with confusion. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



low now ! What say tho ci 
Ths eilizeos are nmm, aa 



Every one at all acquainted wilh the political history of 
tlje United States, will recollect the tneasurcs adopied by ■ 
Government at that period with relation to foreign pow- 
era, nor will they speedily forget tin! provocations. But 
Huch was the state of excitement bf.tween the Iwo great 
parties in cur country at that period, that nothing in rela- 
tion to the subjects of dispute could be fairly stated ; even 
the debates in Congress, those which wa-e public, were gen- 
erally given to the world with such distortions, that it was 
difficult to understand them, and it was so of every thing 
else. History ,has now placed the subject in a fair point 
of view, and it is ixit to inform our enlightened readers 
of wliat they already doubtless know, that we take a ,c- 
troBpective view of some of the public proceedings of that 
day, but in order to bring Ihem into one point of view, to 
bear upon our narrative, and that the reader may under- 
stand the story without the trouble of a reference to the 
pages of history. 

The two great powers of France and England wsre 
now at war with each other, and in their disputes had iii- 
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volved most of the contineatal powers. Towards ihe bel- 
ligereut^ America was desirous to maintain a strict tieu- 
trality, every thing in the first place had been tried to se- 
duce her to the one side or the otlier, tliere was, it was 
said, ' a British and French faction in the country.' Of 
tlic existence of llie former, there waa iucoatestablc pr6o& 
to every rational mind, but of the latter we have some 
ii V ii n iii." '" { '""l H) ; ;g*_^*^< we doubt the fact of their being 
French emissaries in the country "aiii»i period, but as it 
would have been the easiest thing possible at that time to 
'^ Itave formed an alliance with Franco rffensive and defen- 
Kivc, and ll WHS not done, we can have no rational ground 
to suppose the administration favored that power. The 
injurious and insulting conduct of Great Britain towards 
UH, would have rcndei^ such a step plausible, since every 
■ thing calculated to injure our commerce and disturb our 
peace was resorted to by that power. We were net with- 
out injury from both parties, and it seemed to be the in- 
lunlion of both finally to drive us into a war with one or 
rhe other. The idea of America's remaining at peace 
was something that neither could endure. 

But above all act^ of provocation, the right presmnptu- 
ously claimed by the British to search our vessels and im- 
press seamen from them, was certainly the most insolent, 
flaring and attrocious. Th»'e were found a few native 
lierir subjects of Great Britain who had voluntarily enhst- 
«^d on board Ameiicon vessels, wliich they seized and for- 
cibly here away to fight the battles of a country to whom 
ihcy w«re probably under no obligation but the accidental 
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circumstance of having been bom in it. But tlieir num- 
ber bore no sort of proportion to the thousande of Ameri- 
can seamen impressed into their service on board Ameri- 
can vessels — torn from their friends and countiy while 
engaged in peaceable commerce, and compelled to fight 
for a government in which they bad no interest whatever, 
and against a pet^le towards whom they hnd no unfriend- 
ly fcelinga> and obliged to submit to the rigorous discipline 
of their ships of war. The situation of these unfortunate 
persons and the growing increase of the evil, had for some 
lime called for prompt measures of the Executive, and if 
they were to blame for any thing it certainly was for not 
adopting such before the evils had progressed so far, and 
been followed by fresh acts of lioatility. 

The evils arising from the celebrated "orders in coun- 
cil " in a moral point of view, was nothing in comparison. 
They soon however followed upon the heels of the other. 
On the sixteenth of May, 1806, the British government 
Issued an order in council, declaring all the ports and riv- 
er? from the Elbe, a river in Germany, to Brest, a town in 
France, to be in a state of blockade. By this order, Ame- 
rican vessels, trading to these and intervening ports, were 
liable to seizure and condemnation. This was followed 
on the part of France by the Berlin decree, prohibiting in- 
tercourse with Great Britain and her dependencies. 

Another order of council was issued on U»e seventh of 
Jaiuiary, 1807, by which all coasting trade with Prance 
was prohibited. White measures were thus taken by 
by both the belligerents to involve ua in a cootroversy with 
both, an affair happened which seemed to turn the tide of 
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popular indignation into one channel. This was the at-' 
tack upon the Chesapeake by the British. Many even 
of those who liad been most fonvard in apologizing for 
Great Britain hitherto, now suddenly tjirned. about, and 
on ths ensuing fourth of July, {this outrage was perpetra- 
ted on the twenty-second of June,) from many a pul^nt 
wag sounded the trumpet of alarm. Some of these ora- 
tors loudly called upon the people to rise afid assert the 
rights of the nation, and avenge the insult offered to our 
Flog. The most patriotic toasts wore drank by the oppo- 
sition, and in short, if a disposition to push ihe country in- 
to an immediate war i«ilh Great Britain was proof of loy- 
ally, they now gave it ; as nothing was wanting on their 
part to effect it,* 

The language they had hitherto adopted when speak- 
ing of England was was all at once entirely changed, and 
in some instances persons of that party did not hesitate to 
contradict themselves, and to unsay what they had before 
been saying. But when a man gives himself the lie di- 
rect, who shall resent it 1 

In the meantime the president had issued a proclama- 
lion dated the 2nd. of July ordering "all armed vessels of 
Great Britain to quit Ihe waters of the United Stales, and 

•We perfectly recollect hearing one of these fourth of. 
July orators of the oppOBJtion, who had often talked himself 
hoarse in praise of the governmeut of the fast anchored Isle, 
while endeavoring to raise the feelings of the popolaee usa 
these remarkable words, that 'though the English aa a peo- 
ple might be kind and hospitable, yet as a Government thej 
were arbitrary tyratmieaif aitdwtjutt." 
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forbidding them to enter until satisiaction should be made 
by the British goTemment for the attack on the Cheea- 
peake," 

Mr. MuiiToe was then minister to the court of St. James, 
and he received immediate instructions to demand repa- 
ration of the Britirh government, for this outmgfe, and in 
addition to that, security against the future impressment 
of seamen from American ships. 

All this was done in as short a space of time, as it could 
reasonably have been effected in, but the cautious move- 
ments of the president, did not keep pace with the im- 
patience of the opposition. They loudly enveighed a- 
gainst hi3.ffmi({poI»:i/ aa they called it, and demanded if 
he "was going to commence a war of proclamations?" 
And some of ihem whose voices had just been loud for 
war, once more veered round, and assented their belief 
that "the seamen taken from on board the Cheaapeaie, 
were in reality British seamen, and that therefore the 
United States government dared not demand such satis- 
faction as they might, had the case been otherwise ; al- 
though it had been satisfactorily proved, that the said men 
were not only American citizens, but native bom citizens . 
of the United States^* this made no diflerence, still they 
contended the shedding the blood of our seamen, and 
firing upon a ship of war sufficient provocation, and that 
nothing but rank cowardice prevented the immediate con- 
vening <rf Congress, and declaration of war. Congress 
did meet this year much earher than usual, on the twenty 

'American Register, Tot, III. 
16 
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seventh, of October, hariiig been summoned before ,tbe 
regular time, by proclamation of tlie P readent. 

In his message to Congress at this time, " the President 
enteredfuUy into the state of our relations with Greftt 
Britain, he informed them of a treaty which had been ne-. 
gociated with the British government, which he had re- 

■ jected, principally because it made no providon or no 
sufficient one, on the subject of impressments — slated the 
affair of the Chesepeake, his proclamation to British armed 
vessels to quit the waters of the United Slates, hisiiistruf- 
lions to the American Minister at London in relation to 
reparation expeclfid from the British government, and hia 
expectation of speedily hearing from England the result of 

■ tlie measures which had been tajcen ;' in short, nothing 
was omitted calculated to set every thing in a true light, 
and it must be to tlris day a sulgect of admiralion to ob- 
sei've the spirit of candor, of mildness and moderation ap- 
parent in this able state paper, written as it was under the 
goading of the most insulting provocations, both from 
without and within. From without, by a government of 
whom h^had felt an early jealousy, in, whom he had dis- 

. cemed much of tliis encroachment and insult in long pros- 
pective, and from within by the very party whose contin- 
ual justJIication of British measures and British aggres- 
sions had invited this very insult, for which they now in- 
sisted upon plunging the country in a war Ijefore the ne- 
cessary means of defence could possibly be atlopted. 

Congress immediately proceeded to take into considera- 
tion the state of the country, the hostile attitude of Great 
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Biitfiin, ancj her receni aggressions, together with oiir fee- 
ble- mcnna of defence. They immediately nppropriated 
one million of dollars to be applied by the President in 
equipping one hundred thousand of tlie national militia ; 
eight hundred and fif(y-two ihousiind five hundred dellars 
for building one hundred and eighty-eight Gunboats ; one 
million of dollars for building and repairing Fortifications, 
and for raising six thousand six hundred men, infantry, 
riflemen, artillery and dragoons, as an addition to the 
standing Army. Never perhaps was move business trans- 
acted in the House in a shorter space of time, and never 
■were more cogent reasons. Many prophesied that war 
■would be declared before Congress rose, and many more 
wished it. Several deliberations with closed doors excited 
great sensation at this time, and at length on the 22nd of 
Decem!>cr it was announced that an Act laying an Em- 
bargo on all vessels wiihin the jurisdiction of the United 
States, had passed both Houses of Congress. This was 
understood to have been done by recommendation of the 
Preaideiit, though it■^vas not carried through without vio- 
lent opposition. In some instances persons opposed thin 
measure upon the groimd that our injuries called for im- 
mediate and more sufficient redress, and preferred the al- 
lernati\'e of a resort to arms, who afterwards loudly in- 
veighed againet that measure when it was finally resorted 
to in 1813, after every thing else hadbeen tried,and op- 
jioscd it too u[>on the ground that it was altogether unnec- 
essary, and not called for By any sufficient provocatioiL 
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The triala of Uie Chief Magistrate at that period were 
neither few nor small, and they assailed him from every 
quaiter. 

To guide the ship of State in a smooth aea requires but 
little bMU compaj-alively, hut now when the billows rolled 
mountains high, and the heavens gathered blackness; — 
when her course lay between Scylla and Charybdis — 
France like a giant polypus, extending its hundred arms 
on the one side, ready to give the jratemal hug, and the 
Britbh lion shewing his teeth on the other, and by his tre- 
mendous roar frightening even the very monsters of the 
deep, with shoals on every side, and breakers ahead, who 
would wonder if the ship should founder 1 Who ! stand- 
ing at the helm at that fearful hour but would have yield- 
ed to the blast, or been swept by the current 1 Yet even 
in those awful moments the pilot never lost his self-pos- 
session nor relaxed his hold ; still firm at his post, though 
winds howled, seas roared, and lightnings flashed around, 
his quick eye discerned the only safe course, and unawed 
by the terrors of the moment, unastounded by the bellow- 
ings of the tempest, still kept on the track, until the gal- 
lant barque, safely weathered the strait, out rode the storm, 
and with all her sails set, and every spar standing, came 
to anchor in a safe place. 

And shall her treacherous crew now bang out signals 
of distress t Ah t would they could have been content to 
remain in quiet hayen, would that the horrors of all devas- 
t^Mng war had ever as then, been avoided, the brows of 
many of our brave would have been without laurels, hut 



.t...db,GoQglc 



THB HOLBEY FAMILY, 185 

what atonement is .that for the countless- tears that have 
been shed ] and what treasure can repay the parents made 
childless, and tho widows and orphans made desolate, rob- 
bed of all that made Ufe valuable, can glory f 

No sooner was the proclamation of the Embargo law 
made, than the floo^-gates of opposition were again open- 
ed, and' such votlies of abuse poured forth, as had not been 
called forth in such violence since the announcement of 
the purchase of Louisiana. Pasquinades were written, 
and caricatures posted up in all directicHis, some of which 
represented the Embargo as a huge monster, and the Pres- 
ident leading the militia men lately equipped by Congress 
to his capture, &c. &c. These things though to be sure 
they hurt nobody, certaialy discovered more malice than 
wit ; but this was not all in which wit and malignity 
seemed to combine their forces. The proceedings of Con- 
gress previous to passing the law were termed the moun- 
tain in labor, and the Embargo the mouse. The allusion 
to this fable was even made in the House afterwards when 
speaking of this bill, by one of the opposition, and he might 
very properly have been (tnswer«d in the words of Prince 
Edward in Henry the Sixdi. 

* hex Meo'p fable m a mnter's n^ht, 

Hia cmriBli riddles gqit not with (his place.' - 

To such a pitch of insolence was opposition carried at 
the time, that dark hint^ weie sometimes thrown out in 
the opposition papers respecliHg the means which people 
might take to lift the burthen from their shoulders -, even 
insinuations that certain persons who Imd r^dered them. 
16* 
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selves moet obnoxious in this buainBsa, ' Itod better look to 
thanselves.'' This was doubtless done to intimidate, but It 
was perfectly unheeded. 

That Mr Jefierson was ar man of peace, every thing 
proved. At the time of the attack on the Chesapeake, 
nothing could have been esisier than an immediate decla- 
ration of war, bad he been desirous of it, and had he been 
desirous of what the hue and cry of opposition had so long 
accused him o^ namely, of wishing to tkroie the country m-' 
to the arms of France, nothing could have been easier than 
that too, both points could ea^y have been carried at once, 
as the vulgar proverb goes, ' two birds killed rfith one 
stone.' For once, and ituas the oiUy time, both ptuties seem- 
ed agreed and unanimous in demanding redress by such 
a measures, yet he saw it would have been madness at 
that time. It would have been throwing an immense 
amount of prq)erty then afloat into the hands of the ene- 
my. To call home this property in case war should be 
imavoidable, as well as to try a fair experitneDt upon the 
nations so dependant upon the commerce of (he United 
States, was doubtless the object of the veiy unpopular 
measure of the Embargo. And would the pec^Ie have 
quielly sulnnitted, (without constantly contriving means 
to evade it,) it is very probable it might have answered all 
the purposes designed. But unJbrtunalely the law was 
evaded in every possible way, in more tixa/s than iee ever 
did or ihaU knoie. ■ Our o{:^sUion papers continued to be 
circulated in England, in which they were constantly in- 
formed ' that lite peoj^e were not disponed to submit to it, 
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and the majority of the oation at large wae represented in 
them as ahnoet in a state of revolt.' What eflect can we 
suppose this language would have upcm that powerl What 
temptation could they have to abate in their insolence in 
order to be reUeved from the pressure of an evil which they 
were constantly told the people were about to remedy 
themselves, * that if the Embargo was not speedily taken 
ofi^ the people were detemiined to take it off themselves.* 
This was their very language again and again repeated in 
the opposition papers of that day i ifeverthe people felt the 
want of a sedition lou it was then. 

It is true- that the Embargo was by far the most unpop- 
ular actofMrJeOerson'sodminiatratioD, andwhyt It had 
no partialities, and of course fewer friends. The hardships 
it imposed were almost equally laid upon oil classes, with- 
out re^>ect to names or parties. The merchants felt it 
first with seafaring people, next the farmers, and lastly 
tradesmen of all sorts, and even day laborers, . 'Touch 
but his flesh,' said Satan, of Job, ' and he will curse thee,* 
and we fear the repinlngs of too many in our country went 
far to justify the reproach of our neighbors over the water, 
' That the love of money is the ruling passitm in out Re- 
pubhc' 

But although all sorts complained, yet did not the peo- 
ple at. large, (as was asserted,) lose their conMeoce in the 
Government. Most preferred war to that state of things, 
but there were very many of our wisest and best citizens 
that continued to apfHx>bate the measures (o the last, and 
who Blill consider the experiment as one of tmsummftte 



■,..d by Google 



188 ARiaTOCEACT, OR 

wisdom. The next election, tuid the next, and the next, 
lias sufficiently demoDstated tliat the murmuis of the Qov 
eminent party at least did not arise from disatTectiua to 
. their rulers. 

Three days afler the passing of tlie Embargo Act, Mr 
Rose, the British Minister, appointed to Ifeatrespecting- 
this business; arrived in the country, but all hopes of an ac- 
commodation tlirougb that means were speedily dleap- 
poiuted, as he stated his Goremment had forbidden him 
to mtike any proposal touching the great subject of com- 
[JaiQt, unless the President would recall his proclamaUoo 
excluding British armed vessels from the waters of the 
United States ; this the President deemed iuespedient, and 
the discussion for the present closed. 

Among those to whom tite late Act of the Legislature 
was a sore annoyance, was the hero of our tale, not that 
he had any immediate intercgt in the commerce of the 
coimtry, but he had, as the reader already knows, an im- 
meuae interest at stake nevertheless. He had confidently 
asserted in bis letters to Edward Mellville, that the Em- 
bargo was oidy a temporary measure, but in his heart he 
had 'many fears that it would hold on kmg enough for that 
gentleman to visit Washington ; his anxiety and uneasi- 
ness may well be conceived. The day after the passing 
of the Act'he did not go out of his study ; the next he wa^ 
out, not only all day, but all night, and whenever in bis 
own house discovered a restless and uneasy manner re- 
markable even in hnn, habitually uncoinfortable as he had 
been for eocat years past. 
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Since his connection with his employer, he had ahiiOBt 
dropped the subject of politics in conversation, but in spite 
of all his resolves, a few curses, mixed with broken and 
incoherent accusations of the Legislature of tlie country 
occasionally escaped him now. His heavy tread while 
pacing his apartment, had often been observed by the do- 
mestics, even after midnight, and his study had lately been 
frequented,- at a late hour too, by more company than he 
had received before since his residence in the capital, but 
■who they were, or'what their business was, was entiiely 
unknown to his family. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



' Which reforranlion most be gndden too, 
My noble Lords, far Ibose that tiiine wild borses 
Pace 'em not ui iheir hands to maks 'em geulle. 
But (tup their moatbs with atubbum bits. ' 



The lodging room of Adelaide Melville had liitherto 
been situaled nt the oppoeile extremity of (he wing to those 
occupied by her uncle and nunt, but the increasing ill 
health of the latter had caused her to remove to a room 
hitherto kept for a spare chamber, adjoining that of her 
aunt, and ee[»rated from the study by a passage com- 
muilic^ing with a side etairway, and a clothes room in ite 
rear. This ckHhes room had once formed a kind of re- 
cess in the Btudy, biit was now separated from it by a 
fliight {lortiticm. A door still communicated with it, which 
as it fastened on the other side aiid formed part of the par- 
tition, had escaped the notice of the present occupier, 

A few days after Adelaide had Itecome the possessor (rf 
this apartmeYit, being.afflicted with a violent liead-ach, 
she had returned at an earlier hour than usual, and as 
was her custom, stepped into this closet to hangup the 
dress she had just takea off. She started at hearing the 
door of the study open so near her, and a voice ask — 

'Are we safe here V 

' Perfectly so,' was the answer. 
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Somethiog was now said in a low voice by the stran- 
ger, wliich she did not hear, but the voice of Mr Holbey 
in refdy was perfectly intelligible. 

' I would pledge my life for its succeea; only gel the 
plot matured and I will see to all the rest. I never bad 
any opinion of these half-way mcasurE;s. Gvy Faux was 
. DO tool to plan ; if his associates had siU been of his me- 
tal ." 

' Hush, hush,' said the stranger, 'you are too vehement, 
you may be overheard.' 

*That is impossible,' responded Mr Holbey, 'there is no 
one to bear us ; the servants are all out and Adelaide is 
nursing her aunt.' 

An indistinct feeling of impropriety in continuing in a 
place to overhear confidential conversation, had hurried 
Adelaide in disposing of her dress, and she was about to 
leave the closet, when the sound of her own name aixeet- 
ed her steps. Her interest was not lessened by the ab- 
rupt question that followed, in the voice of the stranger. 

'And who is Adelaide f 

* Why, only a little rustic, a niece of Mra Holbey'a— - 
one who does iKit know enoughto.do us any harm, even 
if she did hear. But let wcanen alone, let's talk of busi- 
ness. Do you think they have all the courage necessary 
for such an undertaking T will none of them flinch when 
it comes to the onset 1' 

'Of that you need have no fear,' said his companion ; 
they are men, not babes or wom^. But though they 
have the utmost cou^ence in the justice of their cause, 
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yet I think they would hesitate to employ the means you 
propose; theyaremen of Aonor, not cwt-(fe«o(s.' 

It was evident from the stifled hem that followed, that 
Mr Holbey found it hard to digest the last part of the re- 
ply, he was silent a few moments, but recovering himself 
with admirable dexterity, he said — 

* Why perha[Js you do not perfectly understand me, I 
am a believer in moderate measures while there is the least 
prospect of success, but 'peaceably if we ma^, farahlg if we 
must,' is uiy motto. Now if you think reason, argument, 
or pereuaei<»i will avail any thing, why try it ; you know 
whether it ever has effected any thing with this deluded 
people, or their rulers. Suppose we should draw up a plan 
of the reform we propose, and present it to his High- 
mightiness oa our knees, with a halter roimd our necks, 
do you think that would move him to adopt it V 

' Ridiculous ! why no, we know the President well ; 
tha d— — ^1 cannot make him move one hair's breadth ; 
we can have bo chance in the way of argument or even 
persuasion, unless Bonaparte should come over and shake 
hands with him and recommend the measure. The most 
provoking feature in his character is his impurturbability. 
' Those persons who always cariy their points are always 
so perfectly quiet and immoveable, so — ' 

* We are idling,' intenupted Mr Holbey ; * let us to the 
point. Since 1 am too rash in my proposition, and no pa- 
cific measures will answer, what is to be done V 

' That is a question I am not prepared to answer,' said 
the stranger ; but I will see all the ctmpany, and be here 
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again three evenings from this.' Sosaying he aroee, and 
bidding Mr Holbey f^Amsht, wilhdrew. 

Enough had been aaid to awetcn the attention and al- 
most absorb the laculties of Adelaide, Thfe parting TOords 

of good Mr E recurred to her remembrance, and 

she felt convinced the time had arrived when they weuld 
be accomplished. His prayer that she might not be in- 
volved in the ruin that would finally overtake her guar- 
dian was not forgotten,but urged on her knees in her own 
behalf before she retired to rest. 

No- person couH despise the meanness of listening, or 
in any*way prying into the ^flairs of others, more than 
Adelaide ; but amazement had at first chained her to the 
spot, and when she had reason to suppose treason was 
the subject of debate, she felt no «;ruples whatever, and 
upon serious consideration of the subject afterwards, she 
came to the conclusion that it was her duty if possible to 
be a hearer at the next interview ; she felt assured that* 
something dreadful was meditafed, and hoped in some ' 
way'4p^be able to frustrate the plot if it involved the life . 
or safety ot any individttai. ' Yet the painful thought that 
she was the depository of secrets of such momentous im- 
portance could not fail to agitate her, and she looked for- 
ward to the proposed interview with fremfeiiug anxiety. 

Once and ence only did the thought cross the mind of 
Adelaide that she had better acquaint her uncle with the 
fkct QjUier having overheard the conversali<to in the study 
and entrsBt him to desist or threaten exposure ; but rea- 
eon told her that this would have been the height of te- 
17 
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merity, aM tbat if her guardian were vile enough to plot 
agEunst the life or safety of au individual he tuigbt as 
well eacrafice her as another. 

Oppressed with a thousand -contending emotions, she 
resolved though to await the time in silence, and school 
her looks to aj^tear composed before the family. A faint 
hope that something might occur to change the purpose 
of the conspirators, if indeed it was Irea-wn they meditated, 
helped to support her. How the three days were passed 
she scarce could tell ; she saw but litde of her uncle du- 
ring this time, and she felt it a favor, as it seemed almoGt 
impossible for her to conceal the feelings his [KesOipe im- 
avoidaUy called forth. 

The third evening found Adelaide in attendance upon 
her sick aunt, who evidently failed very fast. She was 
on this evening unusually peevish and uncomfortable, 
and no persuaskiti would induce her to retire early, al- 
though her physician had expressly ordered it. It seem- 
to the agitated girl as though she was in a league to de- 
tain her until it was too late. However between tu and 
eleven the poor invalid was glad n> retire. 

Miserably had the hours passed to Adelaide : the CMi- 
sciousneas of the dreadftil, though aa yet undefined mis- 
chief plotting iiVhe very house where she was aji iumat^, 
the certainty that her guardian was involving himself in 
some terrible business and drawing upon himself the pun- 
islunent of guilt, and the singidar providence that tffitn^ 
to mark her out as the depositor}' of the dreadfuleecret, 
all together weighed heavily upon her spirits. Yet did 
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not her resolution to perform what she concwved to be an 
imperious duty, Ductuate in the least. She had heard 
company gD up to the study and had not heard them re- 
turn, and when she retired to her room, she prepared for 
the. first time in her life to listen to communications not 
inteoded for her ear. 

A feeling; of something like conscious shame detained 
her a moment after her hand wfls upon the cloeet door, 
but urged by higher mutivea than -curiosity, she softly 
opened it. 

The persons within were conversing in a very low key, 
and seemed about to separate. It was evident she had 
lost the particulars of the plot fixim her being so long de- 
tained below ; yet she hedrd enough. 

'Be sure now, Holbey, you make no mistakes. Here, 
put the list in this secretary drawer, and keep the key 

about you. Remember the place of rendezvous is in 

street. No ; recollect if any thing intervenes to make 

it imprudent to meet, there will be no signal, and if all is 
■ welL there will be a light visible from one of the upper 
windowsof the capitol at ten oclock, they all know which, 
and be sure and pay attention to the signal at that hour, 
for it will not answer to have it there long ; it will be pe- 
pared to burn for just as many minutes ^^ is necessary to 
be seen by all. If you see any thing like reluctance in 
any of them, let them stay at home — ^we want no cow- 
ards,' , 

' You can take the list, I remember all the names,' eaid 
Mr Holl>ey. 
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' You had better keep it, you may overlook some on^ 
and if all our members were not present we should have 
u> adjoum, aad the fewer times we meet for consultatiou, 
the better for safety, as you know doubtless.' This was 
spoken by a voice heard th^e on a former occasion, vlio 
continued — 

' I think you had better bring those precious coramuni- 
cations, contained in thcbundle of papers tied with a red 
string.' 

' I will think of that^' said Mr Holbey — *I rather fear 
though it would not be prudent, should any thing happen, 
to have those about me would be fatal.' 

' HappMi man,' said another voice, ' why we are not 
sure of proceeding to action so soon, and you can have time 
to reconvey them back ; what can happen pray f 

' Well,' responded Mr Holbey, ' J yield to your advice ; 
it is proper that all (he company should see these ; if sur- 
prised, and we secure tliem, there is no evidence against 
ue; we appear only asasocial parly, met for convivial pur- 
poses. No arms, no means of defence, shews we lujd no 
reason to fear an attack.' 

' One thing at least we may be sure of,' said the first 
speaker, 'there will be no traitors among us, all arc tOQ 
much interested in tlie business.' 

' Don't boast beforehand,' said the stranger, heard there 
on a former occasion, ' the best plans ever laid have some- 
times miscarried through means of traitors in the cjunp, I 
think, however, we have no such danger here ; there is 
but one ihinp about which I have any migivings — ' and 
he appeared to make a most ominous pause. 
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^ Well, what troubles your conscience now 7 said one. 

* II is not a trouble of conscience,' replied the otherj 'but 
the idea of the immense responsibily we are incurring, by 
acting in the name of the whole party. If after all our 
labor in setting this enterprise on foot, they should gener- 
ally desert our standaid, and take part with the Adminis- 
traljon in putting us down, we are lost. If they should 
join ill the hue and cry of (reason, rebellion^ &.C., we should 
have jeopardised our necks in vain. Man is a strange 
compound, often times the very thin^ he has spent his life 
to promote, that all his arguments, writing, reasoning, &c. 
has had a direct tendency to bring about, let but another 
bring it to the desired poidt, 1 mean reduce his theory to 
practice, and he will be the first to execrate it. It would 
not be the strangest thing that has happened, if the veiy 
persons who have been laboring for bo many years to bring 
matters to this crisis, and for the last few months espec- 
ially have sought to rouse the minds of the populace to the 
highest pitch of desperatioo, should toe/: (?u<, as the phrase 
is, anil lay the whole tqion us when they fuid the reform 
conrmenced with murder ' 

Hush ! hush !' said Mr Holbey, * we are not to use 
such.words, w-as Brutus a murderer? Was Bradshaw and 
that set of worthies who coudemued Chades the first to ihe 
block, murderers 1 Who talks of murder? And as to the 
bug-bear you have juBt started, there is no danger of that 
unless you should desert ua — has your mind changed — 
-you seem to have come doubts f 

17* 
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' No, I have [hedged myoe)^ and am ready to go with 
you, I only suggest this that we may provide for our own 
safety in case of any accident of that sort.' 

' That advice,' reiiimed the other, 'ia good ; to provide 
for our own safely in case of iailure or desertion, ia just and 
reasonable, and the fAon mentioned in the early pari of the 
evening I perfectly approve for the sake of the company, 
but as to myself^ I have determined my safety shall be in 
B pair of leaded pistols, which if brought to the shiHtest 
turn, 1 intend fo ugfe if it ia only to cheat the hangman.' 

A united laugh from the company stamped this as a 
witticiam, and a motion was now made to adjourn until 
ten o'clock the next evening, ip case the signal should be 
visible. 

Whatever the scruples of Adelaide had previoudy been 
about the part she was herself acting, they vanished at the 
hearing the word mwrfer, and her only trial now was to 
preparer herself for the part rfie fell Providence assjgned 
her, and if jjiere was a lingering wish to be absolved frOTn 
a painful duty,- yet most devoutly did she pray on that 
evening to be strengthened and enlightened by the spiiit 
of wisdom and understanding. ' It will bring destruction,* 
she said mentally, ' I fear upon the house which has shel- 
tered my helpless infancy ; my uncle I believe I* rai^' 
say, has been uniformly kind to me, kind at least as fer as 
his nature would permit, and my poor aunt stands upon 
the verge of life, the flame does but just glimmer iir the 
socket, a slight shock would undoubtedly force her frcan 
the stage of existence ; but then again my duty to Grod, to 
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the country that gave me birth, to the unknown person or 
persona whose blood is abwit to be offered on the altar of 
pohtical enthusiaem, all, ali, call on me to go forward. I 
may call down vengeance upon myself, but my own hfe 
if it can conduce to the welfare of my distracted country I 
freely give. The Lonl gave, if it is His pleasure to recall 
the gift. His will, not mine be done.' 

Wien retired foi' the night, the subject again occupied 
the mhid of the distressed Adelaide ; some lender feelings 
could not but mingle with the thought of the fearful dan- 
gers that surrounded her ; she felt as though her own life . 
would hang upon a thread from the moment that a dis- 
closure was made, ' but perhaps,' she thought, ' for this 
very sacrifice my heavenly Father has been training hifc 
by leaving me hltie to live for, and certainly none to mourff 
for me, an only child, melancholy distinction ! never to 
know the endearing ties that bind the hearts of tfie chil- 
dren of one family together, no brother or sister to Idte 4n<J 
cherish me through this cold world. Oh, wljen such a 
child is bereaved of its parents, how doubly desolate they 
Are I But is there none f she asked, pursuing the tenor 
' of her mournful reflections, ' is there none who could have 
atoned to me for the deprivation of all these 1 None to 
ffhom my heart could have clung, find loved as father, 
mother, sister and brother t Alas ! there has been one^ 
and that one if hving, has forgotten me, that cheii^ed 
one, for whom I would cheerfully have encountered any 
of the hardships of life, with whom I could have endurecl 
unshrinkmg the cold blasts of adversity, with whom 1 ' 
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would have been content to traverse the burning plains of 
India, or tlic. frozen deserts of Siberia- 
Long and dreary were the watches of the night llial 
preceded the final meeting of the conspirators, but not more 
trying than the day that succeeded to the feelings of Ad- 
elaide, for it was impossible for bei to conceal the agita- 
tion she felt, and had notthe mind of her uncle l)eenwhol. 
ly absorbed, he must have seen it. His wife too, was un- 
tisualiy indisposed, and occupied much of the time and 
jittenlion of the family, but as usual with invalids of her 
description, promised a better night's rest, after an un- 
commonly restless day. She retired early, and dismissed 
her niece from her laborious attendance, who retreated to 
her own room, where she had leisure to review her own 
Conduct once more while waiting to hear the departing 
• footsteps of her tmcle, and a solemn review it was, im- 
pressed as she was with an idea the development would ■ 
be fat4 to herself; her inind was however made up as to 
the slep she meant to taJre, come what might ; she had 
during the last tweirty-four hours reflected not only upon 
the probable consequences to hei^sclf, should her own part 
in the aifeir he discovered, but also contriving the best and 
safest way to act, with respect to the manner of conimu- 
iiicfiting the information she possessed, which after all' 
without further evidence, she knew must be a very con- 
fused* and incoherent story. To give information of the 
existence of a plot, and not foe able to explain any thing of 
tfie particulars, or of more than one of the naihee concern- 
ed in it, would place her in rather awkward circumstances. 
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biit tli«a again she Wiks fortunately apprised of the judace of 
nieetiiiL', and the signal agreed \ipon. While meditating 
oil this circunistaiice, she heard some one knack gently 
at the door of the study, and immediately the voice of 
the stranger slie had firat heard there, accosted her im- 
cle : 

' In the Danie of common sense, Holbey, what do ;ou 
iinger for, you ought lo be tiie first man a'board, and be 
there long before the signal is given. I can tell j'ou some 
-news mail. Rose has had another interview with the Pic:^- 
, ideut to-day, and they are furtlier from an accammodation 
than ever, that last ridiculous proclamation is still In force 
and like to be, there is the rub, if we had but a few Brit- 
ish seventy-fours on the ocast, all would be easy, hut never 
fear man, It is but to strike one bold stroke, and the couji- ^ 
try is free — are you ready V 

'! will be with you in a few moments,' replied Mr Hol- 
bey, ' do you go, I will follow.' 

Adelaide listended with breathless attention while Hol- 
bey made his preparations after the departure of the guest, 
she heard hun load a pair of pistols, and concluded he se- 
cured them about his person, he then departed, carefully 
locking the study door after him ; with a beating heart 
she heard the last souud of his footstejis on the stairs, and 
the heavy grating of the front door as it slowly closed upon 
him, sti'uck to her heart as the knell of a departing soul- 
its sound forcibly reminded her of a coffin 'descending to 
the earth — she listened a few moments, then shaking di' 
these visionary terrors, proceeded to try tlie dooi' comnm- ' 
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nicatJDg with the study, it yielded to her hand, and takings 
up a ianip, proceeded to explore the apartment. 

The door which opened into the closet discovered a 
writing tiUile placed directly against it, upon which Blood 
a small mahogany secretary. In attempting to hft this 
in order to gain a passage into the room, she discovered 
the key lying beneath it. This was by far the hardest 
part of the entei-prise, and she stood a moment holding the 
key in her hand ifresoliite, until the wwd murder sudden- 
ly flashed upon her brain. The key was instantly ap- 
[^.ied, and the first thing which presented itself was the 
important lUt of names. She stepped not to peruse it, but 
hastily thrusting the paper into her bosran, proceeded' to 
search for the bundle of papers tied with a red string, de- 
j signaled as precious communkalvms. It was not there, and 
re-locking the secretary, she placed it again on the table ; 
and afraid of bemg too late she prepared to close the door, 
without daiing to search the apaitnient further. 

She had by mistake turned the table round, and dis- 
. covered the drawer towards the door, it had escaped her 
eye before. She tried it ; it was locked, hut the key of 
the secretary opened it, and gieat was her joy U> find the 
important pacquet deil with a red tape. This she suppo- 
sed was the one at least, and securing it about her person 
and turning the table round, she now fastened the door, . 
liavingasshe believed replaced every thing just as she 
had found it, except the papei-s taken away. She then 
proceeded to array herself in along cloak with a hood to 
it, and taking a dark lantern, descended (he stairs before ~ 
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deso-ibed at the end of the passage way leading fr«n the 
room, having taJiea the p'ecaution to lock her own apart- 
ment and secure the key about her. 



CHAPTER XV. 



' Melbinksa nomap of ibis valiimt spirit, ' 

Should if a coward- heard her apeak these words, 
iDfoBe his brea*t with uugnauimity. 
And make him, naked, foil a maa at arms.^ 

Third Part of King Henry VI. 



Fc«tunately the servanta were out of the way, and our 
heroine escaped unobserved out of the house and safely 
gained the street. The evening was dark and implead 
ant, and she pursued her venturous path in great trepida- 
tion. Scarce knowing which way to go, she had to pause 
often in order to ascertain the names of the streets, and to 
calculate upon the nearest way shs was acquainted with 
to the place to which ^e had determined upon going. — 
This caused her to be more observed by the passengers, in 
the stieeu than she otherwise would have been, and pla- 
ced her in an awkward and dangerous piedicament Se> 
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veial timea she stopped, almoet bewildered ; then quick- 
ening her pace from seeing herself observed, hastened for- 
ward again. Her heart throbbed vioieolly and her limbs 
almost refused support. Thus dbe proceeded until to her 
great joy she found herself safe in the Pennsylvania Jive- 
nue, and the Capitol in solemn repbse and gloomy grand- 
eur rose before her. 

The Hall, which on that day had exhibited a scene of 
spirited contest, now slumbered in alence and darkness, 
lis spacious courts, its lofty porticos, its splendid galleries, 
were all now desolate; even the air around seemed hushed 
to a fearful stillness. She listened ; the clock slmck ten, 
and at the same instant the fatal aigrial appeared at the 
window. 
^ In a moment Adelaide gained strength — ^her thoughts 
travelled back through the long lapse of ages; she thought 
of other climes — of the tyranny of power — of feud;d times, 
when the beacon from the watch tower of some barbarouf: 
chief was the signal for thousands of ignorant vassals to 
leaTe their cheerful homesand hap^y fire-sides to engage 
VI the work of carnage and death. 

* And shall those horrible scenes be renewed in our hap- 
py land V said she mentally, * shall Liberty's last home,' 
be polluted by the footsteps of those who would introduce 
such horrors here ? Shall the savage scenes of those terri- 
ble border wars be acted over again in our country 1 For- 
bid it Heaven ! Better that the lives of all these plotters 
of ' reform,' as they call it, should at once answer for their 
crimes, (ban that such a state of things should exist here.* 
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Armed with fresh courage flie adrenturous heroine 
once more stepped forVard with renewed strength, and 
guided by her knowledge of the bearingB from (Iob quar- 
ter, proceeded the remainder (rf the way in safety, until 
she gained tbedoor of the Preodent's house; &tigaed with 
her long walk, she stc^)ped a moment onthe threshold to 
take breath, and locked back to see if she could discover 
the capitol, and if the light slffl gleamed from that upper . 
window. That day had been a busy day in the House, 
the Seaate had adjourned at an early hour, the lower 
house likewise, either fetigued with the buaness of the 
day or in order to prepare for . a splendid entertainment 
given that evening, had rather hastily dioniseed wi im- 
portant debate — scandal said the latter, but as it is no way 
likely that such an august body would be persuaded to 
lose any portion of their time which could poesiUy be de- 
voted to buaiaess, and receive ,eeven dollars a day of the 
people's money to spend that time in balls and fetes, 
doubtleee it was unfounded. — The reo(dlecti(Mi of tius en- 
tertaimnent though, and the fear that the PieeidenI nught 
be there, was now the greatest subject of apprehensicn to 
her, who with a gentle hand ventured to pull the bell, uid 
enquire in a voice' eeft as summer's gentlest siglu — ' If 
the President was within V 

' He is, but rather indisposed with a ctM* repHed the 
domestic, ' and has given orders' to be excused to any 
vho may call, unless on u^ent business.' 
18 
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' 1 am n<A one then, to whom he ia to be . denied,* s&id 
Adelcude, with much difnky, 'for my bUainesi is of tiie 
utmost impoitance.' 

'Walli in thenmadajn,' said the servant wilha [e^)ectful 
bow, at the same timei ueheriDg her into a spacious apart- 
ment, he rang a bell saying, ' you can send any message 
you v/isii up stairs in a motnent,' and disappeared. 

<^his augers well,' thought Adelaide, ' we can fell 
something of the master, by tjie mnnDers of the servant. 
H^tpy nation ! Blessed simplicity 1 One is not obliged 
here to fight their way throughl some -forty renlinels and 
powdered lacqueys escorted by lord chamberlains, knights 
of the household, or officers of the bed chamber, to gain 
the ear of royalty. Human beings here have the jwivt- 
lege of addressing/eUne clay in the language of common 
sense. No gilded, palace, or turreted caslie, slowly and 
unwillingly admits the indigent guest through its heavy 
porta] — nothing here,' she added glancing round ' to re- 
fnind <me of the iaunense disparity between rulers and 
peo[4e.* At another Uftie the room, would have been an 
objectofsrnnecurioeity to her, who though far moie in- 
different to show and splendor than most of her sex, would 
still haye contebi[^ted wiUi interest, the place vrhere 
thronging liiultlludes assembled to honor the man of the 
people's choice, but the all engaging object of her visit oc- 
cujned her mmd exclusively. 

'Tour pleasure madam,* said a young man, who sud- 
denly presented hir^self before her, in the attitude of re- 
spectful attenticm. 
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Adelaide still kept her hood drawn closely down ,over 
her face, displaying however a mouth and teeth of unri- 
valed beauty, «hich doubtless did not escape the obser- 
vation of the young man, who listened with that peculiar 

srnile of complacency, which youth and loveliness never 
• fails to command, while she answered, 

'My business is with the President, I wish to speak to 
him on a subject of the' utmost importance.' ' 

The young man was gone a few moments, and then 
returned to usher her to the jwesence of his master. 

Adelaide felt as she ascended the lofty stairs aa though 
some heavyweight impeded her progress, and every step 
in prospective appeared a mile, but the study was at length 
gained, and she stood in the presence of the President of 
the United States. 

He had just been perusing a paper which he atill held 
in his hand, and which it appeared the gentleman on the 
other side (he table was about to copy, and so absorbed 
was his attention by the content^ that for a moment he 
did not perceive Adelaide, who was intently engaged in 
sludjing the expression of his countenance. 

The lines of deep care were visible on the brow of him 
who had for so many years, waked and watched for the 
public good, and 6ver his noble an 
nance there was a slight shade of n 
too, a certain determined air that 
(hat there was in him no passion fles 
was under the entire control of reasi 
was diffused an expression of kindness and benevdence, 
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that supplied a. &ne relief to the stemei features of char- 
acter. Adelaide thougbt ahe should have distinguished 
the philaotliropic JeSsraoa, the philooopber of MiHiUcello 
among a thousand. 

At length perceiving her, he rose, and with much kind- 
ness of manner begged her to be seated, at the same time 
motioning with his hand to the gentleman on the op- 
pOBte side the table to withdraw. He himself was now 
vtanding^and Adelaide did not feel quite easy to be seat- 
ed in the presence of the chief magistrate, while he re- 
Quuned in that position, ebe rect^ected too upon the with- 
drawal of the gentleman, that ^e was at liberty to make 
her business known, and feeling herself extremely awk- 
ward in the kind of gmment that enveloped her person, 
she undasped the collar of her mantle, and threw back 
the hoo(^ in doing which her comb dropped out, and the 
profusion of her dark brown curis fell over her Moulders, 
hastily gfUhering them up, and replacing the comb ( which 
the President bad the gaUmOry to let her ^k up iierself,) 
she took the papers from her bosom, and walking up to 
the table where he had ogam seated himself, she said, 

' Time presses, and I must hasten honored sir, to in- 
f<»:m you of the manner in which these papers came into 
my possession, though I fear notwithstanding the purity 
of my motives I may sink in your esteem by so doing, 
that however is of minor impiHtance to the safety of the 
State.' She then briefly stated the accidental hearing of 
the first conversation in Mr H^^bey's study, without hotv- 
ever naming her guardian — her resolution to hear what 
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passed at their iijfxt iDterview m that place— the manner 
in which she obtained the list and the bundle of papers, 
&c. which she freely described, but the animated look of 
the speaker and her lieightened color fled, as handing the 
papers she said, 

' Hasten dear sir, to develope this business ere it be too 
late ! Already I fear some measures may have been c<Hi- 
certed, ftital to the hfe of some individual probididy of yofir 
own, the beacon of destruction still ^eams Jrom. yonder 
window of the capitol — a signal of safety to the persona 
of (ho conspirators, andof destrucUon to — " 

The color had not only deserted the cheek of the fair 
speaker, but even her lips were of an ashy pakoese, as 
she stood with clasped hands and supplicating looke — be- 
foie him, who heard her not — saw her not — for fixed as 
a statue of marble he still held in his hand the liUal List, 
upon which his eyes were rivited, without as appeared, 
the power of withdrawing them, until aroused by Ade> 
laide's requesting him to penise the papetB, as she must 
speedily return. 

* And are you, young lady,' said he, suddenly awiJcing 
as it wer«, ' about to return to the house of a traitor, of an 
assassin perhaps t Which of the conspirators do you reside 
with f 

* Alas, sir,' said Adelaide, ' I have a dying aunt in that 
Chouse, add beside, Mr Holbey is my gnatdian; they have 
been the protectors of my helpless uifency,myonlyearth- 

*Power of imagination, as the light was risible only two 
secoads. 

18* 
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ly friends,* Again she waa unnoticed and unanGwered, 
for the attentjon of her audihv was cranpietely absOTbed 
by Lbeperusalof tba first paper which -}» bad opened. 

' Well here is treason indeed !' he at length exclaimed, 
' Bancroft, I would not have believed you a villain !' and 
be threw the paper on the table with such a look of *em- 
neas,' as tuade Adelaide tremble, ' if you are a traitor who 
i» not V 

' I would pledge my life for fih innocence, for his integ- 
rity,' exclaimed the terrified girl, * Bancroft has not de- 
ceived, has not betrayed the confidence reposed in him.' 

' Be consistent, madam,' sEud the President ridng and 
walking the room, ' this paper which you yourself bring 
me, is a copy of private inatructions, with which the Gov- 
emipei^ thought fit to entrust bim.' 

' Nevertheless he is innocent,' said Adelaide, who over- 
whelmed with the idea of the mischief she was alwut to 
oGcaeioa to those she Ipved, as well aa to the unworthy, 
now burst into tears. 

' Be ccKUpoeed, madam,' said the President, agaia seat- 
ing himself c^ipoeite her, and surveying her with a look in 
which it waa evident pity and interest struggled ^with the 
deep resentment awakened, 'be composed, tears nevei 
move me, but if you have any reasons to oSer, I shall be 
h^)py to hear them.' 

' Mr Bancroft, sir,' said Adelaide ctiJIecting herself once 
more, ' is unfortunately married to a daughter of ope of 
these persons, Mr Holbey ; his wife is Mie of the most art- 
ful of women, and has carried on a constant correepon- 
.dence with her father. I doubt not by her n 
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'But bow should she obtain poa^eesion of these pa- 
pers, certainly he has too much eense to confide them to a 
woman V t * 

Adelaide smiled, then deeply blushing, while her eyea 
were bent meekly to the floor, she said — ' In the eame 
manner perhaps, sir, in which I obtained poesesfiion of her 
father's.' 

The answer was so prompt it confused even her inter- 
rogator, and for a moment he wa^ silent, and gazed upon 
her with evident feelings of pity, then in a tone of great 
kindness he said — 

* There is no parallel in the case, dear young lady, she 
could have no excuse for thus betraying her hiisband, the 
cases aie widely diiferent;' much as I disapprove of prying 
into the concerns of others, I do not see how you could 
have acted difllerently and been guiltless ; but let me look 
at these papers, and I will detain you no longer.* 

* This cannot be the packet alluded to, these letters,* 
said lie, returning them, 'are private correspondence be- 
tween him and one Edward Mellville now redding in New 
Orleans.* 

' My uncle !' exclaimed Adelaide * my long lost uncle V 
haetily taking (he I#ters and mnmng them over with a 
glance, ' how has yoiu generous c<mfidence been abused.' 

But oh, what a diecov^ of iniquity was here laid open 
—hie very existence had been kept from her, and no^ng 
<tf the large sums remitted to her in theseletters,hadever 
reached her, she had even been represented in the letters 
' of her guardian it appesu^d, as a. j;&y young woman^ too 
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fond of pleasure to give hereelfeven the trouble flf writing, 
and had put it upon him. Mild and amiable as she vas, 
the biood of Adelaide boiled within Tier veins at this dis- 
covery, and her color went and came, while the President 
rising, left the room for a few moments. Upon returning 
he said — 

' I have seen to your safe conduct Misa — ^your name if 
you piea^.' 
' Mellville.' 

' Miss Mellville, if it is your choice to return to yout im^ 
cle's, your share in this business shall never be known. I 
am rather of opinion that the most quiet way in which ' 
these people can be dealt with is the best, it will be ex- 
tremely difficult to come at the necessary proof to convict 
them — we have hati one trial of tliis sort in the case rf Mr 
Burr. It will be great punishment to them lo know that 
they are known and despised, and ml their plana frustra- 
ted, and their future combination will be effectually pre- 
vented by the want of confidence in each other, for as you 
will not be exposed, they must necessarily tbinic they have 
been betrayed by one of their own number. Go home then 
in confidence of your own safety, your uncle will not re- 
turn until a warrant shall havereaclJtd his house for other 
papers which probably were-eome taken from the office of 
EuB employer. I regret you cannot ride, but my carriage 
might betray you. You will be cared for too, I pledge my- 
self that ample provision shall be made for one who has 
hazarded so much to serve the State.' 

' I should be very unworthy of your goodness sir,' said 
Adelaide, * should I receive a reward for performing my 
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duty, however pBUiAil the pedbfm&Doe mnj be, and shall 
certtunly accept oooe, oot even fron the Chief Ma^trate 
— yet one service I ^uld ask ia cempeasim to my hel^ 
less (H:}4iai]i state.' 

' Name it,* eaid the President. 

' I would ask that my uncle Edward Mellville, now at 
New Orltaos^ mayV informed of my situatioa as quick 
as posffltde, and urged to come to my immediate assis- 
tance. These leUers to Mr Hdbey shew that I have yet 
a relative who cares for me, and that I have been defraud- 
ed of the ample provision made fiH me by him.' . 

' It shall be done immediately, if we send an exprem 
on puipoee,* ho replied, then hastily opening the door, he 
spoke to an attendant, and takingher hand, led her to, 
the staircase, while cordially pressing it in his, he said — 

'Farewell excellent young woman, whatever betides us 
may He ' who rides upon the whirlwind and directs the 
storm,* shelter you. When thebittemess of partyshall slum- 
ber in my tomb, another age may estimate the benefits of 
my administration, and this service you have rendered the 
Republic. Farewell ! accept an old m^'s blessing.* 

Adelaide's 'heart was too full to lE^ak, but her glowing 
cheek and tearful ey«s aa she raised them and met the 
benignant smile of the President, epoke vohimes, then 
hastUy pressing her quivering lip to the hand she was re- 
linquishing, she darted down stairs, and was in the street 
in a moment. 

The young man who had shewn her up stairs walked 
by her side, aiKl at a litlle distance another with a lan- 
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UwrD, but no word ot recognitioii passed belween them or 
any conversation whatever until ahe dnmiesed them with- 
i> & cdHHt distance of the house. 9^iii^^^>'''^'tt^>(>'^^ 
return she was convinced the distance was much ^lorter 
to those acquainted with the city, and that she must have 
made a wule circuit in her agitation. The fear that she 
ought h&ve been called for, or the Soor she ctAne out of 
fastened in her absenee, twtured her all the way home, but 
happily it was groundless, and pale, agitated and fatigued, 
Jibe was yet so happy as to gain her chamber in safety ; 
here she threw off her clothes, and tried to compose her- 
self to sleep. But the extreme anxiety she had undergtme 
together with the fatigue oi her walk, had been much 
more than her frame could endure, and she fdt herself 
alarmingly ill, her pulse throbbed violently, and intense 
pain in her head with violent ague fits seemeed to prog- 
nosticate an approaching fever. 

For about half an hour the distressed girl lay rd- 
ling from side to side in acute diBtress, unwilling to alattn 
the family, and dreading to be up when the officers whoni 
she mMuentarily expected should arrive. The dreaded 
moment at lenth came — a loud knocking at the outnde 
door which echoed throu^ ev»ry room in the house, an- 
nounced their arrival. The servant waiting on the ground 
floor for the return of his master, hastily admitted them, . 
the heavy steps of two or three men was then heard com- 
ing up the stairs, and in a moment the door of the study 
was burst in, and a general ransack conmtenced. A tap 
at Adelaide's chamber door now summoned her to rise,' 
she opened it and admitted Nanny the servant maid. 
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' For mercy's sake Miss Adelaide go down to my pocv 
mistress, she U almost dying with fright ; the t^cera have 
brokeo opea Mr Holbeys study, with a great man at their 
head who has lost a bundle of papers and accuses my mas- 
ter of taking them, and sure as you live the man with the 
. warrant actually found them in the book-caae drawer, 
which thev broke opAi, there they was lo be sure all Ued 
with a red ribbon wound round and round them ; you 
never saw such a scene of confusion in your life, why the 
floor is entirely covered with books and papers ; but for 
pity's salve what ail%,you Miss Adelaide, why you look 

,$ieker than jour aunt — you are scared to death I' 

< No Nanny, I am really ill,' said Adelaide, ' lend me 
yoiw arm.' She now with great effort went down to her 
aunt whom she found sitting upon the sofa wringing her 
hands. Adelaide endeavored to calm her, but at the same 
time throwing herself on a couch declared her inability to 
render her the least assistance. Mrs Holbey now shrieked 
with the greatest violence, and summ(»iingthe attendants, 
jvotested ' the wretches had killed her ni^ce, and would 
kill her before they left the house.' 

The gentleman who employed Mr Holbey and am{dy 

' remunerated him, and who had been repaid with such sig- 
nal ingratitude, was still in the house, and now coming 
into the i|BP}u, with much kindness endeavored to calm 
the fears of the lady and ascertain who * had been killed f 
Mrs Holbey pointed to Adelaide who lay stretched upon 

the couch the image of death. Mr ; — advanced and 

took her hand which waa now burning wtdi fever. Ha 
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QDdeavored to compose her,' saying no hamt vae about to 
orettake her relative* except banishment from Wariiing- 
t6n ; that in pity to the rituation at Mr Holbej'e faa&j, 
ba afaouM suspend the proceedings of the law, and aOiht 
him to defiort quietly, that hia tamily, however, might re- 
main if they choee until his wife was aUe to travd. tU- • 
th«i advised them to call a physidkn to Adelaide, (who 
aufficientlyunderstood his looksof pity and concern,) aiid 
departed- A physician was immediately called, while the 
two ladies were cfuried up to bed ; he iAed Adelaide and 
administered an opiate to Mrs Holbof ; before, however, it 
could take efTect, Mr Holbey ruBhed into the house with 
wild and haggard looks, commiuiding them to put up a 
few clothes for him, as he must depart ftoai Waehingtoo 
immediately. 

^The heart of Adelaide sunk within her at the eouod of 
his voice. ■ What does all this mean Mr H<dbey V said 
his wife. 

■Pi^dcal persecutionl that is the sum total,' and be 
paced the fioor wiUi rapid strides; while the perspiration 
stood in large drops upon his forehead. He then said— 
* my wife must follow by easy stages to New York ; near 
there I ehaU take a place aiyl aend for you ; and to your 
care, Adelaide, I ccwomend her. Tou will be better, and 
you must see that Ate comes comfortidily ; t4||»' courage^ 
we diall yet see better daysi* 

A servant now entered and banded him a note. 

*Yes, yes r said he, muttering between his teeth, '1 wUl 
soon be (^; butif 1 find out which of our number has be- 
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trayed us I will return to Uow bis bnuns out, though he 
stand in the presence of the President himself' then eof- 
tening his voice, ' now Adelaide dear, don't you forsake us 
in trouble, promise to see your aunt comfortably along.' 

' I ^lall not leave her till death separates us,' said Ade- 
laide, faintly. 

' That is a good girl, farewell then both until we meet 
in better quarters,' so saying, he hurried from their sight. 
After bis departure, Nanny the female domestic picked up 
a paper which she handed to her mistress who passed it 
to Adelaide requesting her to read it — its purport was as 
follows: 

' Sir — As an act of great lenity, you are permitted to de- 
part unmolested from Washington, provided you go with- 
in three hours, otherwise you will be arrested and suffer 
the penalties of the law. 

' As your children are located in New York, you will 
doubtless wish to be near them, if so, while you are 
content to remain quiet, you will be unmol^ted. But you 
are hereby forbidden to leave the Territory of the United 
States, or to remove any part of your family of it. You 
mu9t be sendble you will ever be an object of suspicion, 
and consequently your movements will be watched ; such 
an attempt, therefore, would be detected and most signally 
punished. 

* I am glad of that,' sobbed Mrs Holbey, ' I am sure I 
don't want to be dragged off to panada, and in New York 
I can see my dear children too~-there 1 am somebody, and 
19 



^jbyGoogrc 



319 ARISTOCRACY, OR 

live like Mher pec^, but here, Adelaide dear ,' the 

last part of the speech was unheard by her niece, whose 
multiplied atkxieties had at length given way to the sopo> 
rilic qualities of the medicine she had taken, or to her ter- 
ror, which is known sometimes to operate as a sedative. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



■ So now prOBpsrity b^ns to mellow. 

And drop into the rotteD month of death.' 

Richard m. 



The morning which dawned upon this deserted femily, 
arose with unusual splendor ; it had been preceded by a 
dark and cloudy niglit, but the clouds had passed away, 
and not a speck obscured the horizon : the clear expanse 
of Heaven reflected only the lustre of a briUiant sun which 
darted its almost meridian beams into the apai'tmej^hefore 
the two afflicted females awoke. 

* What a contrast,' said Adelaide mentally, as she drew 
the curtain, * what a contrast to the glo(Hn and desolation 
within.' @he arose, however, much refreshed and re- 



.d by Google 



TBEHOLBEY FAMILY. B19 

iiCTed, though weakened by the loss of Wood, her feverieh 
Bymptoms had materially abated. The trials she had un- 
dergone within the last twenty-fonr hours she felt had in- 
jured her more than disease, and felt it would be long be- 
fore she should recover from the shock her nerves had bus- ' 
lained ; the care of her awnl was now a favor, as it relieved 
the mind by employing the body, and cheated her as it 
were of much painful refleclion ; as to the unfortnate in- 
valid herself, though much distressed in mind as well as 
body, she still insisted upon being taken up and dressed, 
in order to superintend the packing of .her things, which 
she wished done immediately, but her niece reminded her 
they were to await a letter from Mr Holbey, and the phy- 
sician urged strongly against the departure of the party for 
some time yet, as neither of the ladies were well enough, 
and the travelling was not good ; still the pride of Mre 
Holbey was so huH at removing, that she was' seriously 
inconvenienced by it, She had condescended to intreot 
of the two domestics not to mention the alarm of the pre- 
ceding night, and to hire themi, had agreed to take them 
on her journey to the town where Ihey belonged free of 
expense. The kind West Indians she would not see again 
upon pretence of fteling too exquisitely at parting with 
them. A letter from Mr Htdbey arrived as soon as he 
reactuid New York, 

On the day preceding that of their departure Mrs Hol- 
bey mentioned to her niece for the first time her fearsof a 
speedy dissolution ; she said she had an omen of it on tl^ 
very night Mr Holbey departed from Washington : that 
Bhe lay very restless and uneasy after first retiring, she 
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judftd an hour of two, aad that at leogth urged by bob\b 
UHtceoimtaUe iin{KdBe^ she arose aad lodked out of the 
'wii]dow feeing h^ bed. Thifi window, Aie observed, ccan- 
HKuided a view-^ two tn:tliTeeu|^eT windows of the Cap- 
itol, which was iavolTed in suob darkness owing to the 
evening b^og cloudy, that it was with difficulty ghe could 
dietiBguiah eyen Ae ^at outline of the dwne alcHie, and 
Gould not had she not known its ejnct situation ; that 
while gazing she saw a light appear at one oi the win- 
dows ^parently widiout the intervention of human hands, 
and Uiat she w^s cenvinced it was an omen of her ap- 
proaching dissokoion, &x in an instant it was suddenly 
exttnguighed m the same manner as it appeared, and the 
building once more left in total darkness ; twror then, she 
aaid, drove her to bed, that ekit bad not even the cour- 
. age to wake Nanny, but covered h^* fece until she sl^it. 

* Peq>le who are nervous sometimes imagine they see 
strange sights,' said her niece, thoughtfully. 

* Yes,' said her aunt, but I shall always believe I saw 
Uiat light, and ah me ! 1 fear I am very unfit to die — 1 
wish I had oc^ put off pi'eparalion so long.' 

'I wish 90 too,* sfdd herniece with a sigh, Wt dear atint, 
it is not too late to begin.' 

iNo I donH think it is,' said Mrs Hcdfoey hastily, 'and as 
soon BB we get to New York I intend to begin, adi then 
Adelmde you ^ali talk with ate, for 1 do be^ to believe 
you are a very good ^,' (Kk" the first time kissing tjte 
clieek of her niece.) 

' I int^id to begin there,' said Adelaide mentally, *idr] 
I fear you wdl never see New York again.' But much as 



TttE HOLBBV rAM-lLY. Mi 

tim truly {hous giH felt ^treeeed at her thus putting off 
the thmga that bekniged to her peace for a more convex 
BMit season, yet the late convervatioD had ccwveyed a 
sensil^e joy U> her heart. It appeared her aunt was pro- 
ibimdly iguorant of the pkA in which her huabahd was 
engaged, and of which shebelteved him to hare been chief 
manager, though not the moving tpring/ What she had 
said regpecting the light at the Capitol was convincing 
poof of her innocence, yet she had said but little about the 
occurrences of that iatai night, and seemed endently to 
avoid the subject. The only remaik she had ever made, 
Vaa that ' there must be some mistake about the papers, or 
a stratagem to ruin Mr Holbey.' 

The kind f^ysician who had attended both the ladies, 
ealied on the morning of their departure to take leave, and 
in shaking hands with them, dipped a note in Adelaide's 
hand unperceived by her aunt ; she had not lime to read 
it until they stopped at the first stage, as they were just 
th«n setting out. With what different feelings the unhap- 
y^ girl left the city from those with which she entered it 
may well be imagined. Then she believed herself bdoved 

\ry the E family, and felt rich in their fiiendehip — 

DOW they had all forgotten her. Then, although she dig- 
liked Mr Holbey, she had no personal dread of him — now 
BheMt she had cause both to dislike and fear him. She 
drerw up the blind of the caAiage to take a last view of the 
city, but "i/ixa Holbey commanded her instantly to lower it 
as the sight was hateful to her. Adelaide felt a pang of dis- 
apfniutmeait, but ant took at the poOT invalid baniahed her 
19* 
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reeeDtnmtt She eat, or rather reciubd on ths badceeat, 
bd^cKd up, and topported by Naaoy, aad looked as 
Ihcw^h a few days wo<dd UirmmaM h« >)uniey. Tbat, 
however, waa »gt the e«ae, ag evny mile she coatitiued to 
grow beiter,' and it {^obably lengthemd bei life fcr some 
weeks. Bl»w and painful, however, was the journey to 
both ; Ntumy went ipth them nearly to New York, but 
William the man servuit, they set down within a day's 
journey of the metropdis. They regretted not relauing 
the female attendant in their family, but that Mr Holbey 
peremptorily forbade in his letter, as ' s^vajxts would blah,' 
and he should engage a woman and lad against their ar- 
rival.' 

Never perhaps had this unfortunate woman realized foe- 
fore tbec(Hnfertsofahome,butnowallh«thoughtsseeii^ 
ed to centre there, she talked incessantly of the [rieafuree 
she should enjoy in the charming situatimi Mr Holbey in- 
tended to get, (for he had mentioned a beautiful cottage 
advertized which he meant to dalain if possible, within a 
few miles of the city, and directed them to stop at the post 
office where a hne from hkn would infortn of his fdiace ef 
residence.) 

As soon as Adelaide had seen her annt cotnfortaUy dis- 
posed of for the night at their first stage, ehe retired tft 
read the note which had been so mysteriondy banded 
her, it was evidently veiy haacfly written, and the wonte 
were these : 

' Should death deprive Miss Mellville <rf the protection 
of her aunt, she cannot remove Uxraoon from the house of 
such a man as her guardian. Her uncle will soon a[^ar 
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to cbun hWj bat until that period arrivea ihe may oeed 
suf^oitj ehfiuld thfU, be th« caae, elie caa draw in bee 

own name fcr any sum sbe may wtuit upon — Bank 

New York, and it is eameetly requeeted^ie will not let 
any falae delicacy prevent ber making uae ni the |vivi- 

/ 'A Friend.' 

' A friend indeed,' Utought Adelaide, Ht is easy to imag- 
ine what friend dictated this — no I will not feel any hlee 
delicacy with respect to using it should my necesntiea re- 
qm«, because I hope the day ia not far distant in which 1 
could repay iu' 

For the first time now since the fatal nigVit of the dis- 
covery, Adelaide prepared to examine the bundle of papers 
tied vith a red string, the packet which so providentially 
fdl in her hands, and which sbe mistook for the one after- 
wards found in Mr Holbey's study by bis employer; th«e 
seemed a very special providence towards her in the mis- 
take, as had she discovered the other, the knowledge of 
her node's exietenoe wotdd atill have been c<HiceaIed frtnn 
her. 

The letters ell except two, weie ^ected to ber uncle ; 
Ihe first addreseed to her e«itf^)ed nothing worthy of par- 
ticular notioe except a proouse of a sketch <^ his life in a 
fetoreone. The last coataiuing that sketch we shall trans- 
cribe — it was as follows : 
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New OsLEANf. 

I have piooaised ytw in my former letto*, dear Atiblaide, 
& brief eketch of roy past life in order to account to you fer 
tlie rash promise made on leaving my country. Painful 
as it will be to me to retrace scenes wKkh in the actia^^ 
gave me so much anguish, and in the recollection has 
caused me some pangs, 1 shall endeavor to fulfill my prom- 
ise, hoping my fate may be a beacon to you to avoid the 
shoals and quicksands which lie in your way; and in that 
of eyery inexperienced and unsuspicicHis person. 

' Lean not on earth, 'twill pierce thee to the heart,* is a 
caution that cannot be too often sounded in our ears, and 
yet we may ask who ever heeded it before painful experi- 
ience had convinced them of its truth. 

My father as you know was a soldier of the RevolutNOt 
bis zeal in the cause of bis country could not be exceeded. 
His eldest son, your &ther, was a man of retired domeatic 
turn, addicted to business, and having no taste {<x public >. 
life further than that business called him into it, with no 
passion for booics, no turn for study beyond that of Ledger 
and I>ay>Boi^ ; my father, therefore, who always hoped to 
have a son for the service of the State, could make no such 
calculations upon him. I chanced to be of a d)6erent turn. 
Books were my delight inun a child, and it was with the 
greatest Gneiljoa that I could btingmys^f occasiouaUy to 
aasbt in the husiness of the Aop. Being persuaded thni 
all his hopes in a son were about lo be fulfilled in lue, my 
too indulgent and ambitkius parenE took me froioi behind 
the counter, and placed me at College. Here my deport- 
ment was such as to give him perfeot saUstactioD, as well 
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as to the oScen of the I^tiitution. After my term lutd 
expired he kkidiy funiBbed me witfi moaey to make a 
toar of Uie States in which exoureion I speot a twelve- 
month, stopph^ in some <rf the principal oitiee, where 1 
fimned many agreealde acquaintanc«e. Upon my return, 
jny father was delighted with the obeerration I had made, 
and the report which he was pleased to eay eveiy where 
followed of the Bobriety of my ctHidtict and deportment. I 
believe I may say without vanity I was deserving of this. 
I knewmy father'sslendermeaiiswould not admit of my 
spending nrumey in extravagance, and aa to low pleasures 
I never had any taste for them. 

' AmoQg the mjpiber of neighbors who Idndly partici- 
pated in the happiness of my jrien^ on jny return to my 
natin village, was a family by the name of Newton, who 
inhabited an ^gant seat at a smtdl distance from oiir 
fann. Mr Newton was originally a poor man, and had 
fJKan EsnaJI beginnings gradually accumulated a fmlune ; 
he was now somewhat in years, having married late in 
life to a starched maiden lady in a neighboring town, by 
wlu<^ his already amfrfe fortuna was increased -a few 
thousands ; few people could foe man uninviting and un- 
attractive in manners than the Newton's, the most perfect 
selfishness characterized their every thought and action ; 
their attention were meaBored out with such exactness to 
the quality of theH* guests, that any one well acquainted 
with them, oould almost tell to a fraction what each one 
was worth. I was, however, an exception to the general 
rule, to me they were idl attrition, though 1 was a young 
maa be^ning the world and without any preperiy, and 
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much tbe epectaUire must have marvelled at it. For my - 
own part, ignorant of the world as 1 was, and of them in 
particular, I was foolish enough to attribute it to my own 
individual merits, combined with the respect which every 
inhalHtant of the town felt for my father. I afterwards 
discovered that esr«llent but misguided [^rent had in the 
fullness of his heart spoken freely before these pec^e of 
the prospects held out by some powerful friends for me. — 
This couple had an only daughter — their only surviving 
child she was in fact — that she wo\ild be the heiress of 
immense wealth was the last thingthat would be thought 
of by those who gazed upon her. She was perfectly beau- 
tiful — I will not attempt to desciibt^ I should only mar 
the picture ; iraa^e to youi'self a face and form that could 
not be mended, and you have her likeness. She was but 
eighteen, yet she had all the dignity of a woman of thirty ; 
her manners were graceful in the extreme, her mind high- 
ly cultivated, and her accomplishments far from superticial. 
There was but one subject upon which she betrayed the 
least ignorance, and that did itot displease me having from 
childhood had a hatred of devotees. She knew nothing of 
religion, in truth I heard her on several occasions attempt 
to quote the Bible, and give one or two pro^e proverbs 
of the ancients as autliority from the sacred book. My 
father took her up on these occaMons, when she would, 
laugh it off with inimitable g^ce ; in fine, whatever she 
did was done with such peculiar nmvette, that even her 
mistakes made her m<He fascinating. One other female 
belonged to the family, having been adopted at an early 
age by Mrs Newton, an orphan niece of hers, a truly aml- 
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able young lady, modeat, studious, retiring and unobtm- 
sire at all times, not remarkably baodsome, though she 
might have passed for such in the at^ence of her cousin, 
but the resplendent beauty of Isabella Newton threw the 
humble charms of the amiable Helen Brigham into the 
back ground. 

I need not tell you my dear niece that I was captivated 
with Isabella, the very first visit. The only annoyance I 
had (and of him I could not possibly be jealous) was the 
attentions of a certain wealthy but rude and savage look- 
ing young man with black wiskers, and a scowl that 
would almost terrify men, much more females. To be 
sure he often forced himself between me and the lovely 
Isabella, but as ( hSd no fears she could look upon him 
otherwise than with disgust, it excited nothing but con- 
tempt sometimes mixed with a little anger, at his contin- 
ual interruption. 

Although my encliantress favoured my views, so far as 
lo admit my company at all seasons, and to discover no 
dislike at the Ranees of impassioned feelipg daily and al- 
most hourly directed at her, yet for some reason or other 
she always avoided being-alone with me. I only wanted 
to ascertain that an application to her parents would not 
be disagreeable, to ask their consent to receive my ad- 
dresses ; but finding an interview without witnesses so 
difficult, I at length sought and found one with her fair 
cousin, to whom I freely unbosomed myself and requested 
her aid, she promised to assist me, but her difBdencQ waa 
so great I feared much of her success, ior she trembled ao 
vlolendy and changed coloi so often while I waa telltog 
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the ^ly of my lore to Isabella, tbat 1 almoet feaied ber 
fiuDtiDg; hotrever by ber maoagmeDt I obtuned the de- 
sired interview at lengtb, aod certainly bad no reason td 
despair, if I bad not positive assurwce, ^though Isabella 
declined any application to her parents for tbe present. 

In tbe mean lime tbe plans of my good fatbei, for my 
advancement continued to progress. Application waa 
made at tbe seat of government for an office tben about to 
be vacated, for wbich it was tbougbt my talents and ac- 
quirements particularly qualified me ; and not a doubtdis- 
turbed tbe minds of my father or hie friends on the subject. 
The office was in fact considered ae undoubtedly mine, 
and I was absolutely congratulated on the subject. As 
the proe^ct now was that I must sUbrtly depart for a 
length of time from my native place, I thought it folly any 
long^ to defer making proposals to tbe parents of my be- 
loved Isabella. I accordingly solicited and obtained a 
private interview wiUi Mr Newton, by and witb tbe con- 
s^t of bis daughter ; tbe old gentleman behaved with 
much politeness y^ugh with ^eat ciicuou^ction, he ad- 
vised my defe{ring the declaration to his daughter, until 
my plaps were all formed, but my impetuosity could not 
brook delay, and I insisted upon seeing ber that very 
evening and sealing my destiny, I was accordingly indulg- 
ed with an interview. Can memoiy ever lose the recob 
lection of that hour when I was preparing to receive the 
assurance of earthly bliss I Could the wcx'ld if it were 
now laid at my feet with all tbe treasures it omtEuns af- 
f<Kd me another such t I know it cotdd not. O God, 
bast thou only ^ven such inteaee feebngs of pleasure, 
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such exquisite anticipations of happiness to the hmnBn 
heart, just to make the bitterness of disappointment mM-e 
acute 1 — ^but I am wandering from my story — 

' I went home — arrayed myself with scrupulous care 
and attended by all the laughing graces, light of heart 
and light of heel, returned to receive the vows of my id<rf. 
How passing lovely she looked, I will not deBcribe ; with 
what a modest grace she received ray vows, I will not 
say, but she was all condescension, all softness, all — but 
I did not ask any promises ofher, I thought myself secure 
without, I thought her mine in heart, certainly ; and if I 
had doubted would have scorned the attempt to bmd any 
one by such a pledge ; but while I was pouring forth my 
vows, talking over all my plans of earthly happiness, and 
for the first time folding the beloved and facinating Is- 
abella to my heart— in that selfsame moment, the blow 
which was to crush me to the earth was preparing to de- 
scend. 

* A knock had been heard at the front door a few mo- 
ments before this, and now ray belovetT was summoned 
from the room to see some one who wanted hgr on par- 
ticular business ; ai^er waiting some time for her return, a 
messenger was sent to say, Miss Newton could not see 
rae again that evening; the servant was gone like Ii|^t- 
ning, and no one appeared to say what was the matter. 
I walked the house some tirae anxious (o see some of the 
&mily, but in vain ; at length, concluding sorae sudden 
death of relatives, or friend^ peculiarly distressing, had 
occurred I returned home, expecting to be sent for the 
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next di^. In this I was disappcunted; the day paseed b^ 
,and no invitation came ; in tbe eveninfr I walked over 
aud received from the servant at the door a message *that 
the family were particularly engag:ed and could not see 
me.' I returned home and the next morning received a 
letter with the Washington post mark ; I opened it, its 
contents were — 

■'Washingtof, May 17, , 

' Sir — I grieve to state that the appointment sohcited 
with so much confidence, and.! might ahnoet say promistd 
for you, has at length been bestowed upon another, and 
upon one who I am told has not half your qualifications. 
What the motives of the President can be in thus dispos- " 
ing of it I cannot say, but he was inexorable. You, sir, are 
personally unknown to me, but the high character I have 
heard of you, and the eminent services your father haa 
rendered the Stale, dieposed me to favor your pretensions, 
and I assure you my influence has not been wanting in 
your service, and I sincerely regret it hasavailed nothing. 
' Your^vith the greatest respect. 

Here then was an end to my hopes of promotion and 
my prestxit prospects oi a livelihood ; it was a severe and 
bitter disappointment, but such a novice was I in the world 
that I never dreamed it could influence a woman in mar- 
rying mc, or a man in bestowing his daughter, and beside 
it was next to impossible any family could have been 
made acquainted with my aflairs before I was myself. — 
My blissful ignorance, however, was of short duration. — ' 
On the ensuing day 1 saw the beloved of my soul in ap- 
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pnreiil health and high spirits, ride pasl, escorted by ilie 
short thick looking fellow who had disturbed me so much 
on my first visit to her father's, and in an hour after leamt 
that very identical fellow was the person appointed to the 
office refused me. 

In three' weeks from that time my Isabella was wedded 
to my rival, but I happily knew it not, being confined by a 
fever and deprived of reason. When recovered, my broken 
hearted fiither sought to comfort me. I could not, how- 
ever, be prevailed upon to remain in my native country, 
and soon departed for Europe. From that time 1 have 
devoted my attention to mercantile pursuits, and fortune, 
jiow that happiness has departed forever, seems determjn- 
■cd to favor me with her gifts. I find I am not a solitary 
instance of this kind of visitation After the hope and al- 
most capacity for happiness is extinguished, of what con- 
sequence is the acquisition of wealth to me, I have often 
asked — tlie grave of disafipointraent has closed, forever 
closed over my murdered hopesi 

I ought not to say so, however, since there is one hu- 
man being whom 1 can succor and piotect, and to you, 
my dear Adelaide, I shall now look for all the comfort re- 
maining to me. Your mother was a most excellent wo- 
man, totally unlike your aunt Holbey, whom I never could 
like. My promise never to come withirfthe territory of 
the United Slates again, I can now evade conscientious- 
ly, and should I succeed in settling my business to niy 
eatisfaction, intend to settle down somewhere near New 
York, and take you under my special protection, that ie, if 
vou will come under h. 
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' You may probably feel some inlereBt in knowing what 
became of Isabella. She has long sinc« paid the debt of 
nature, after enduring for two or three years the bitter 
scorn of a man who knew she married his office, not -him; 
her parenu are both dead, and their money gone to a dis> 
tant branch of the family, as Isabella left no children. 

' Poor Helen Brigham 1 Alas, she merited a better fate, 
died even before Isabella, fihe went into arapid dechne, 
and even before I letl the country her case was ponouuced 
hopeless, and shortly after my departure she died. My 
father sat by her side holding her hand when the last sigh 
escaped her lips, the sigh that wafted her spirit from a 
world ninworthy of her, to one where all tears are wiped 
away. He heard her last prayers for one who had over- 
looked her modest excellence in admiration of mere per- 
sonal beauty, a beauty that concealed the .grtaieat turpi- 
tude of heart that can be conceived of. My dear father 
did not long survive my departure, but with the circum- 
stances of his death you are acquainted, and I hasten to 
close this packet of most uru^asonablc length. 
' Yours ever affectionately, 

'E. Mellvillb.* 

* Poor uncle,* sighed Adelaide, folding the letter, and 
again replacing them carefully in the bottom of her trunk, 
' you have had ^ur share of affliction truly ; may Heaven 
vouchsafe me tlie privilege of making your last days hap- 
pier than.theprecedingpartof your life.' 

It was quite a grief to set down poor Nancy, but even 
oiu: heroine thought there was propriety in it, as whether 
guilty or innocent, no one would willingly be made the 
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subject of gossip (o all the country. The entire care of 
her aunt for the last two or three days fell upon poor Ad- 
elaide, and it was with feelings of thankfulness that she 
saw it draw ton close, much as she dreaded the presence 
of her guardian, yet so entirely worn out was she by the 
slow and tedious manner of travelling, that almost any 
place of rest was a relief. The poor invalid might have 
come much easier by water mrat of the way, but to this 
she would in no wise consent, her fears were so great on 
that element. 

It was indeed a delightful residence to which the parly 
were welcomed after their fatiguing journey. The house 
was an elegant little cottage, situated upon a woody emi- 
nence, commanding a view of the East River, and possese- 
ing a fine garden, esery spot of which was I;ud out with 
much taste, in short, in every foot of earth around, the 
useful and ornamental had been consulted, and strikingly 
reminded Adelaide of E farm. It was in that de- 
lightful season of the year when 'nature puis forth all her 
charms,' that our travellers arrived at New York ; the air 
was perfumed by the sweet scented blossoms around, and 
the song of the vocal choristers was heard in the grove 
welcoming the jetum of the season, which to one of the 
company was to return no more. This, however, the un- 
fortunate lady did not realize, as she oft«n made the re- 
mark on the journey that if she did not regain her health 
at New York, she should at Augusta's, at Mr Bancroft's 
beautiful spat on the Hudson. 

A plain decent looking woman received the travellers. 
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and aided them into the house, saying her master had 
walked out, and would be in soon ; a large and airy a- 
partment bad been prepared for the mistress of the man- 
sion, thither she was conveyed and placed oa a coudi, 
while the woman prepared the refreshment of a cup of tea. 
Mr. Holby soon came in, he looked very pale, di^rited 
aod somewhat angry, and so angular was his reception 
of bis wife, that she could not but enquire the meaning 
of it, and reproach him with not being glad to see her, 
when Fhe had made such exertion to come to him. Her 
husband toot fire at the r^roach, and haetily and most 
imprudently proceeded to infism her there Waa ca^ise for 
his anger; tiiat news had arrived to his daughter R. thai 
Augusla had had a niptuie with ber hu^nd, and had 
eloped with a nephew of Mr Bancroft's ; they had long 
been intimate and her husband bad publically repudiated 
her, — he was proceeding, but bis unfortunate wife had 
fallen back in a fainting &1. 

The whole truth burst at onc& upon Adelaide. The 
nephew of Mr Bancroft, whom she well remembered as 
a dependant upon his uncle, and writing in hia office, had 
been seduoed by Augusta, to dehver up the papers, which 
her hand had delivered to government ; and the discovery 
of such perfidy liad compelled them both to fly. ' Where 
will this end V (bought the affiicLed girl ; ' but b it not 
belter as it is, than that they should continue to deceive a 
-confiding husband, and iadulgeat relatives.' 

Judging that her aunt would feel best that none should 
witness her feelings but her husband, Iter niece lefi the 
room upon her recovery, and retreated to her own. Alaa I 
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ehe very aoon learned this affliction wits^not alL Mrs R. 
the oldest daughter had conducted herself of late with aa- 
gvim impropriety. Many of her fortner acquaintance 
Qow shunned her ; her quarrels with her husband had be- 
cfxae so frequent and notorious, that the whole city 
were acquaiat«d with them. Her husband bad engaged 
in such a course of dissipation for some time past, that it 
was supposed bis property was iovolved, bey<»id the pow- 
er of redemption, though his &ther had left hiin an am- 
ple fortune only three years before ; he was now said to 
be inten^rate as well as addicted to other vices. The 
two sous of Mf Holbey had conducted very badly ; the 
oldest had recently been expelled from college and was 
rtow gone olTno one knew wither^ with a set of profeased 
gamblers. 

Such was the present aitnation of tb^e unfortunat« 
children, bom as (hey were with all the faculties of mind 
and body bestowed upon others, improved by education, 
and introduced early in life into what b called the best 
company, {a phrase by the way of very doubtful import) 
But alas ! they had been trained by parents who consider- 
ed this world as their home, by pfurente who never looked 
beyond it, never inculcated the precept 'Seek first the 
kingdom of heaven atid its righteousnesei,* but only to seek 
for an advantageous settlemest m this world, and now 
they were about to lose both woddi^ 

It seemed at least to his niece, tbat Mc. Holby might 
. have 8[«red his wife, the whole shocking partialis? of 
the state of hie family, particularly when h« saw her in- 
ability to bear it ; but no, he followed up the work of death. 
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for Buch it proved to hi s afBicted help-male ; the shock of 
this rtistracling iotelligence was loo much for the dislress- 
ed mother, she hngered indeed three weeks after her ar- 
rival, but her days were numbered ; and iniserablc and 
_ hopeless were the last hours of the woman of the worid. 
It was in vain to press eternal things upon her attention. 
The doctrine of repentance she at once discarded, by say- 
ing that, ' although she had perhaps done wrong in some 
things, yet she had done more to promote her family tlian 
any one she had ever known, and that she had been suf- 
ficiently punislted in the disgrace of her children for a 
wholelife of sin, if ilhad been as long as Methusalah's. 
There was no end to her cavillngs. 

Sometimes she would say that ' the Supreme Being did 

?,pt require the same from all as he bad not made all ahke. 
f he had made her like her sister Mellville, meek and 
hiimble minded, why she would have been like her ; but 
he had given her a different set of feelings, and therefore 
expected diiferent things of her. 

The gospel scheme of salvation, had objections that she 
could not get over ; and much of the scriptures to her dark 
and benighted mind, appeared unint«iligiHe and contra- 
dictory ; others required further consideration, and while 
she was taking lime to consider of them death came. 
The imperfect walk of professing chrislians generally, 
buoyed her up for some time, she had never she said 'seen 
any perfect, and when she did she would engage to be- 
come a christian ; but before she beiield the phenomenon 
of perfection in mortal guise her eyes were closed upoa 
mortality. 
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It would be in vain to attempt to relate the various eub- 
terfugea employed by this relentless enemy of her own 
soul, topurolfthe evil day of repentance and preparation; 
suffice it to say she did put it o% and death surprised 
faer in the midst of her excuses, and abortive attempts. 
She died of suQbcation, and went in a moment, and all 
that her afflicted niece had to comfort her was the reflec- 
tion that she had left nothing undone to enlighten and con^ 
vitice her. 

The funeral obsequies were performed the second day 
after the death of Mrs Holby, and then for the first time 
Adelaide encountered Mr and Mrs R — —since her return. 
That unfeeling woman haying excused herself from visit- 
ing her mother, during her sickness on account as she said 
of the pain it would give her feelings lo see her parent 
«uSering so much.' The aire of hauteur assumed towards 
her cousin were truly ludicrous ; Adelaide however ap- 
peared not to notice them. Mr R was exU-emely civ- 
il, and upon her expressing a wish to go to the city offered 
her a seat in his carriage, and an asylum in his house, 
until she could suit herself in some other lodgings. His 
wife sat by, and did not j^oin in the invitation ; but as she 
said nothing Adelaide took it for granted she might ride , 
with them, that was all she wished (o do. They staid 
about a week after the interment of Mrs Holbey, and on 
the day of their departure when the carriage drew up, she 
was accordingly ready to accompany them on the road ; 
but lo her inexpressible disappointment Mrs R pro- 
tested ' it was extremely inconvenient, as she had several 
trunks and band-boxes to carry which contained the 
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weariog apparel of her deceased mother ; and finally that 
It was utterly impoesible to take her. 

Adelaide had previously stated to her uncle in respect- 
ful terms, her wish that now her aunt was no more, 
to remove to the city. He ridiculed the idea of any seem- 
ing im[Hropriety in her remaining, and asked to whom she 
could go for more re^»ectable protection ? 

Adelaide replied, she Ehould not go to any one for pro- 
tection, as she was now old enough to protect herself; that 
•he intended if possible to board with two maiden ladies 

<rf her acquainlajice, whom Mr R ^informed her were 

still living, and as amiable and respected as ever. He at 

length acquiesed, and upon Mrs R 's objecting to take 

her, pretended to look exceedingly mortified. Mr R 

was outiageouB ; but finding his wife determined to carry 
the day, 'never mind Adelaide* said he 'I will be here ear- 
ly to-inorrow morning after you, if you will trust yourself 
logo without my wife,' laughing. 

Adelaide fslt perplexed, but at length said, 'she would 
not give him" that trouble, but would commission him to 
send the stage _round that way after her.' To this he- 
agreed, though evidently disappointed, an* promised to 
' make it hie business oa the ensuing morning. 

It was late in the afternoon when the carriage depart- 
ed, and Adelaide saw it depart with fedings of anguish 
and a sinking of heart for- which she could not entirely ac- 
count ; but if her fears were excited by the departure of 
the carriage, what must they have been an hour or two 
afterwards, when she discovered their attendantsthe man 
-and woman both gone, who, as Mr Holhey himself oteerved, 
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intended to stay until the morrow, and she left Etlime, at a 
considerable dietance irom any other bouse, with that 
dreadful man. Once she thought of flying, but then the 
dangera she might encounter on the road would possibly 
be greater than any at home. And then what had alie lo 
&y from, would not that action betray a consciotumeea of 
some extraordinary cause for fear t Her guardian she 
koew almost, had never suspected her agency in the late 
transactions, and should she make such ao attempt, would 
QOt that reveal it ] The result of this mental struggle was 
to lemain quiet and put her trust in Him who had hitherto 
protected her. 

The siiades of evening were fast drawuig round, while 
Mr Holbey himself aasisted Adelaide to bring in the lamps 
and adjust her work^stand, after which placmg himeetf 
beside her, be contintied for some tim« in deep study ; bis 
nieco fell her heart beat so that she could have counted 
every pulsation. 

' Adelaide,' said he at last breaking silence, ' i wieb to 
ask you one question — will you give me a true answer V 

' I will endeavor to,' said Adelaide faintly, ' if it is any 
thing I am competent to answer to.' 

' Well, it is this, do you absolutely hate me V 

' Hate you, sir,' s^d bis niece with astonishment, ' I 
bope not, I am sure I do not bate any body.' 

' So much the better then,' responded Mr Holbey, ' for 
Adelaide, thqugh 1 am obliged to be very unceremonious, 
I have something I must acquaint you with immediately, 
don't be shocked at my bluntness when 1 tell you you 
must be my wife — no looks of horror — I am determined 
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to many yoa ; why,' be continued fa> hie teirtted auditor, 
' why- I hurry matten in thia manner I have not time to 
explain now, but with or without your consent you mtist 
hacetne my wile.' 

< Your wife ! your wife I* Mid Adelaide, at lengfth idHb- 
bd to exwtion, and startnig' from her seat,' hislxtDd of my 
aunt — wait uattt she ia cold in her grsTe — wait nntA the 
solemn service of the churdi which restored dust to dnat 
ood aahea to aidies luis ceaeed lo vibrate in my ears.* 

' Away I away P said he, ' I know all this — but little , 
cause had you to be gratehil to that aunt — ^you know cbe 
was a cold hearted and unfeeling woman, and but for me, 
you could not hare borne a rendence in my family.' 

* True,' said Adehude, * and whose interest was it to 
keep me in the family 1 Bestdies, it does not become you 
t> 'abuse your dcfiarted wife, who had great chanty far 
you, and woidd persiet in thinking: yon innocent* 

•And who ever thought me guilty I wimder f said'H<^ 
bey with a sneer. 

' I for one,' said hia niece, inqxred widi new courage, 1 
thought — atiU think so.' 

* Oil fudge,' exclaimed he, ' those old Jacolwie, the 

E % h«Te turned your head, and pereuaded you 

that all who do not think as they think are ennniestothe 
country — and that infernal persecudon at Waflhingtos— > 
the which if 1 live 1 will repay them for, has strengthened 
you in the bdief — but this is nonsense, entire nonsesBe to 
talk to a woman upon eubjecte she cannot possHdy under- 
stand — to know how to love a huefaand is enough for them 
to know-— wUI you marry me, feir Adelaide?* 
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' Ho — sooner would I lay my head beside her whom 
you have just laid in (he earth than consent to such a de- 
testaUe, execrable connexion.* 

Adelaide in rising had retreated towards the window, 
which opening upon the ground she thought would at the 
worst olfer her an escape, as one step upon the- flowery 
plat beneath would g^ve her the chance of flight ; the 
window stood (^n, and Holbey probaUy divining her in- 
tention, immediately placed hoBBelf between her and the 
window with his back towards it, while secure as he 
thought of hie victim, went on : 

' Why Adelaide your violence is unavailing, mine you 
must be at all hazard^ and within a few liours too; I ex- 
pect a person here who will unite us, and sJl you have to 
do is to sulunit with a good grace ; but nnooth your Ivow 
now, and reflect that though I have always loved you, I 
have respected you too much to mention it while your 
aunt lived, now I can make you honorably my wife,' 

' There is no honor — there can be none,' said Adelaide 
vehemently, ' in being your wife — a traitor (o your coun- 
try and your friend- — a vile m^ceuaiy wretch- who has 
embezzled the property of a poor OTphan, and now seeks 
to force her to a marriage to cwiceal his villainy. I am 
not ignorant of your concealment of my uncle's property, 
as well as his very existence from me, but vengeance is at 
hand, behold judgment stands at your gale, aad the feet 
of those who carried out your wife WMt to carry you out 
also.' 

Staggered by a discovery so little expected, the ctdcff 
fled from the iipe ttf Holbey, while he inquired in a voice 
21 
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neuly dioaked by conleodiog emotiops, 'who had iofomi' 
edherf 

'The letters,' re[died Adelaide, 'found inyour study are 
now mine, they speak for themBelves.* 

' The more need of deqwtcb, then, by heaven !' ex- 
claimed be fiercely, * you shall many me this very nigbt, 
or death shall indeed lay you beaide your aunt. I would 
to God 1 hod the acoundrel who betrayed me to Govern- 
ment as securely as 1 have you that I could despatch you 
both at once,' added the almoet frenzied Holbey. 

' The wish then is granted,' said Adelaide, ' for th&t per- 
son is now before you — I betrayed you to Gowmment, 
and saved tnoie Uves than one I conclude.' 

' ImposdDle ! in^MMsiUe !' repeated he, ' you could not 
have discovered——' 

'But I did nmke the discover}-,' said Adelaide, 'and 
found a way to reveal it, by Uie beacon &om the high win- 
dow of the Captol.' 

' Then by heaven you sbidl die !' ezclcijBied the enraged 
Holbey, about to make a spring, as the report of a pistol 
in the very next room to that in which they were standing 
arrested his arm, and in the next moment two men seized 
him from behind, [nnioned him, and covering his foce, 
bore him from the house, and Adelaide felt herself foldod 
to the bosom of her kag lost imcle, Edward Mellvillc. 

' My own poor persecuted girl ! my dear niece,' said he, 
your affectionate uncle has at length returned, and in such 
a moment, another might have been faial to you, but you 
have deported yourself with the spirit of a heroine, a cour- 
age worthy of Uk land of heroes that gave yon btfth — but 
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1 <lon't know as I ought to praise you, however, ibr to beard 
tlie lion in hia den was rather a hazardous exploit and the 
-odds ngainst you.' 

' That they were, dear imprudent girl,' said Mr Van 
Horn, now advancing ftnd heartily shaking her by Ihe 
hand, * dent you never venture yourself in another such 
encounter ; had we not diverted his aim by the report of 
fhc pi.?toI you would have flow been a corpse. Holbey, 
for some exploit or-olher, performed in Washington as we 
suppose, goes antned so it appears, Ihe <^cer8 have even 
now taken a dirk from his bosom and a loaded pistol from 
•eacii pocket' 

' But where ia the brute V said Adelaide, ' surely iincfe 
yon have not despatched him ; base as he is, I'shoiild not 
wish you to be his «xecutioneL' 

'.No, hang'him, he is alive, but you will never see him 
agdln -unless It Is suepeniledin mM afr, no~l only (bed 19 
divert him from you while we ccxild secure him. The 
State Prison will most probably take care of him for four- 
leen years to come unless he prefers a voyage out in a 
certain vewel now in harbor,' (looking at Mr Van Horn.) 

An hour more saw Adelaide on her way to New York, 
safely stowed ia the carriage with her uncle and good old 
Mr Van Mora, and she learned with pleasure that for the 
present ihey were to be the guests of that worthy cou)de. 
Hhe had hunied Hie preparations to get out of the house 
of her guardian, feeling, BB she said, as though there could 
be no safely in that place of horror,.and as she now looked 
heck upon it, while the carriage slowly wound through 
the serpentine path, slie wondered how she.could have 
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ibou^l it (Jeasani, a proof to her that it wks more owing^ 
to certain associatims that a place looked pleasant or 
gioomy, than to the di^poeatioa of the landscape. 

* You bad letter have fsmained at New York with the 
old womao and me,' nid Mr Van Horn, as soon as they 
found themselves upon smooth ground. ' I miepect you 
have iK>t enjoyed travellirig much,' 

She couhl only exptew the [Measure it wtmld have 
given her to ha<ve rewaioed with tltat worthy couple. 

' Well,* said the old gentleman, ' have you di^harged 
your conscieuoe liy speaking your mind 1 1 sever knew a 
woman \^lio could hve long without such an opportunity 
now and then.' 

' I have 14ken amfde re\'enge in that way,' replied she, 
' ihe monstrous threat of makii^ me his wife would of it- 
self have aroused me to almost any tiiisg, but prcA)ably I 
should not have gone so ftr had I ^<k~4JU|^kk«m] help was 
at hand and rescue cert^n ; as 1 stood facing the open 
window wliece Holbey had placed himself, I saw the two 
caiTJages come up the avenue, aud no longer fell my blood 
freeze witli horror as it did in the coiumeocement of our 
dialogue.' 

' I wonder your fears had not suggested they were p^- 
sons employed to aid in forcing you into a mamage,'8aid 
MrMellville. 

' Fortunately,' she replied, 'uosuchthouglitenterediny 
head.' 

* 1 cannot cuiceive in what, way that was-to be accom- 
. plished,' said Mr Van Horn. It ia;-incredii64e that any 

clergjTaan or civil <^Ec«r in our country would aid in such 
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a business ; I wish however we had staid lot^i to see, 
we might have seized two-rogues iaetead of one.* 

' We should have staid in Tain I think,' said the other, 
' he probably meant to have terrified her into a fHromise, 
and then send Soc one, relying t^poQ bei honoiH to keep 

' Such prcffiiisee,' gaid the dd gentleman, ' ought not 
to be c«Qeidered valid ; all oaths lo which one is com- 
piled, J shoidd ratbei think it einftd to keep than to 
bceak.' , 

Jn a^oucfa shorter time than Adelaide could have imag- 
ined, the cairiage stopped at the doa of Mr Van Horn, 
where a. most hearty welcome awaited bo: fixim the-old 
la^ and her little smiling grandchild, whothough much 
grown, vas not yet aahamed to con&ss her &v<»ite Ade- 
laide, hang:iag round her neck, and askii^ a thousand 
'<lueetions pf where her dear M^ Mellville had been. 
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CHAPTER XVIl. 



* I do not know 

What kind of inr oba£aice I ilionM tenAer, 

More than m^rielf >■ nothing, nor ts; pray ere. 

Yet prayera and wiebee 

Ak all I am Ktua.' Benry VUl. 

' By what means dew unde,' eaid Ad^ide a^f!h few 
day'a residence among these hoefHtable peoy^ap* did you 
become aequsimed with this fomily 1 the oatii r& all tbe 
world I should ha¥e ehoeen next to yourself to have bem 
oUiged to. My intention w«e to have soaght them out 
iounediately on niy.coniiQg' tothe aty, and foe goremed 
'by tlieir advice with reepeet (o my destination until yoa 
ciune. Hy g«anKan wppoeed I wae goii^ to pniouK 
Bome respectable emiJoyinenl for a su^wrt until that Iiwt 
evening.' 

'Why Ig' very natural means,' retomed her uncle, 
' there was not tl» least finance about it. I mentioned 
to a Dutch fomi^ in New Orleans, diat I waa coming 
liere in search of a niece I had not seen tot many years. 
That 1 was advised to come to New York first, as ekut 
would probc^Iy be in that neighbourfaood, and exfH-essed 
my fe^v that in BO populoua a place it mig^t be difficult 
to find her. The gentleman oliered to give me letters to 
two 01 three persons who he thought would aid me. I 
happened to deliver Mr Van tiom*s letter first) and learnt 
tfrom him the place of your residence. He bad seen Hol- 
ibey since his return, and ascertained your retreat He was 
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kind enough lo accompany me, aod I took the precautioQ 
of engiigJDg other company too ; two efficers of the police, 
having a l<Hig account to settle with tlic scoundrel. 1 
was warned of your dangerous situatbn in his family, and 
deared to come to your immediate relief, by a gentleman, 
who came immediately from Washington to New Orleans, 
and arrived there only the day before my departure. He 
was a stranger to me, and took pains to find me out on 
purpose. Hew>3 not he enid partieulatly acquainted 
with you, apd dtnt made tlie fevor greater ; be however 
knew severaWho were, he trfd me, and heard them ex- 
jvesa much anxiety on your account, -and also that you 
had juEt learned by accident where 1 wns. Of course i 
concluded you had never received the provieion designed 
for you ; and thought no time was to be lost. I had been 
prepariitg eome lime lo come on, but should have deferred 
mydepRrtut«afewdayil<Higerh€idit not ^eea for the ' 
iofomiBtkm of this stranger.* 

^lieheart-ofma' heroine rose to her Ups, but for obvious - 
Teftaons she w*6 silent, and deeply lost in thought, whea 
aroased foy llie ^Hi^>t queeti<m of liieir host — ^ 

' Have you kept iq) a «orre^x)iidence wHh the E ' dB 
iamily, since your residence at Washington T 

'No sir,' she answered, with a sigh, * they left off writ- 
ing soon after my removal to tbot place, and i have never 
heard t^iheni since.' 

' That is strange indeed,' replied be, * tbey are not ueciJ 
to foi^et their friends ; had yon not better write and know 
if their letters have miacairied ? There is young Sidney 
who returned home a year since, with impro\'ed health 
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vastly in^roved by the way, would like to hear fr«n j-oq 
J dare say,' with an arch sinilc. 

Adelaide excused herself, on the aeore of delicacy saying 
' Eliza hod once invited hei to a resideoce in her hotwe, 
as soon as she t^iould be maniedi and had not writUn 
since.' 

'Then it woold certainly be UBfn'<q>er for you to vmte 
again,' said Mr Mellville, in aiiery decided toae. 

This was an uauaual manner of -diififttch with t^t 
gentleman, who on most occasions was 'latldaese itself 
and it struck his niece, as a last taid Jktal barrier, wbick 

bad closed forever between her fmd the £ fenuljr. 

it was singular that he should not give himaolf time t« 
reject i^pOR the jjbseilHlity of letters miscim^ing, it was 
the only instance «he thought (rf harehness ^te> had ee^i 
in him, and in feet JUr JtiellriUe was in leali^ very cIm»- 
jtable in his opinionej early JisafpoinOnenls both in th« 
object of his love and his ambition, iiad Jiot soured his 
temper in the least; exc^ in the casaofflolb^ he was 
never known to express himself wkh aay thing like re- 
sentment. He was a man about fifty yeai'» of age, and 
had lived to this age a bachelor, yet were no disagreeable 
peculiarities about him either iihiiis maimers or mode of 
tluDking. He was a fine pcurtly figuie, with ettsething 
of a florid countenance, and looked certaiely ten yeara 
younger than he really was ; a perfect gentlemim in his 
manners to all — there was a suavity, a so&iees of voice 
and smile of benignity towards those whmn he honored 
with hie friendship truly enchanting. Of course he lowv 
jauch of llie world, was very communicative and c<m- 
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pfuiionftUe every vay ; and fts he dodtad upon his newly 
found favonte, he did not fail to exett himeelf to render 
her as happy as her preseitce made him. His fortune 
was ample; every thing he had eofaged in in the mer> 
cantile way had proved fortiBiate ; among; sU .ibe loeses 
sustained by others at that time, he had escaped ; his car- 
goes had always gone and returned in safety, and now 
that he had found hifl lovely niece, and had dosed all 
concerns of business, he felicitated hinMetf with the pros- 
pect of spending many hap(^ years in his native country. 
Adelwde whoietumed the afieetiwxtf her uncle with 
iatereat, felt it her duty to strive to ]HX>mote his haf^tness 
above all other coisidenitjons, and 'so hapf^ herself, feU 
it would be ungrateful in her to repine at, any thing in her 
presentsituaiion ; yetashadeofmdanchdy would some 
titnea crose her fine fa«e, wbik refiectlDg upon the unac- 
muntd[^eenduet oi St^n^ and bis aisiar, wUs^she isimd 
now rosidad in Pbilfidel[&ia ; her heart often yearned to 
embrace her beloved Eliza, and deeply did she regret the 
delicacy of feeUng which she jwlged must have prevent- 
ed her being caadid with iter ; ^d their intimacy inight 
have been renewed, but now it was impossible ; ' but 
could Sidney have f^gotten her? if Dot why did be not 
find her oat? why had he been in the country a whole 
year with improved health, and omitted even to acknowU 
edge her as en acquaintance T 

' Mr Mellville had decided upon settling at New York; 
as be found ids niece had cootractied a taste for the socie- 
ty there ; the society in (act at their present residence was 
- dtf^rent frtHU what she had been accustomed to at Hoi- 
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bey's. He had been looking for some weeks for a suitable 
situation, wishing to purchfise one, and having an extreme 
aversion to living in a hired house. 

Mr Van Horn came in the morning, rubbing his hands, 
and exhtfaking'An appearmice of unnsuat satisfaction. He 
informed them that the fineold fashioned mansion belong- 
ing to the E femily was advsrtised for sale, and as 

Adelaide used to admire it so much, they had now a 
chance to purchase it. He informed her the E 
family were comparatively poor to what they had been, 
having ioBt the ^-eater part of their prt^rty to pay the 
debts »f a peisoK for whom old Mr E — ^ — — in hie life 
time had be«n surety ; ihat the house in question had been 
sold soon after her leavingthe city, and that the purchaser 
about to remove, bad advertised ir. That Sidney had retir- 
ed somewhere to a small village where he waa Pastor of a 
Church, but where he could eot tell. Gltaa, he obaerredj 
waa very happily settled, but Bidney must be poor wherev- 
er he was, as he had given up to Etiza the portion Willed 
her by her deceased father, and paid the debt out of his 
own. Sheliad but to mention her preference to her in- 
dulgent relative, who went the same day to look at th* 
premises ; the person who had advertised it wae then out 
of the city, and she thought the few days that intervened 
before his return an age ; he came, bowevw, and in a few 
days the bargain was struck. Her kind uncle would not 
permit her to visit the house until he had completed a few 
necessary repairs and fumished it, but she entreated noth- 
ing might be altered ih the old mansion, and was of course 
gratified. ^ 
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And what were Adelaide's eeasations ina.y we suf^raee, 
when again penniited to enter.those doors 1 It was im- 
possible to vefrain ban t«arg when she came to the room 
where she had for Uie first time cfmvenied wilb the vener- 
able Mr E , and for the last with Sidney. Oh, how 

many different scenes had she paswd through since that 
jp«riod ; what an age of trial had intervened — how many 
dilTerent faces had she seen — how many different peraons 
become ac«|UBinted wUh^ but none like them. In dignity 
ef taanuer, greatness ef sfiirit, strength of inlellect and 

cmnmanding af^Mtajranee, who could rival Mr E 1 

She had never seen any, even the grave and dignified 
Chief Magistrate, the calm and philosuf^c Mr Jefferson, 
did not in her opinion rival him in appeaiance. His' ven- 
eiable figure was still before her imagination, as when in 
Uu9 very n>om' h^ bade her farewell upon their retiring in- 
to the country — his look when he stooped lo Idas her 
che«k, and bade her ' not forget the father of Sidney and 
Ehza.' 

In the afiernoOTi of the sarne day that they entered their 
new habitatioD, their late kmd host and wife called in just, 
as they said, to take a cup of tea, and see how Adelaide 
looked * in her new house at the head of bet own table.* 

'.Bather,' sa^ she, you wish to see how I appear aamy 
uncle's house-keeper, at the head of his table.' 

The "two gentlemen looked at each other and smiled. 
After tea her imcle taking a seat by her with a very grave 
loc^, {voceeded to recapitulate the conversation. 

' And now dear Adelaide,' said he, ' I have a proposi- 
Uon to make to you which you must not object to, which 
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is, to make you io reality the miatreae of this mannoD— ' 
he sU^)ped a nuMuent in visible emberrasBnieirt, while an 
arch smile played about the lips of Mr Van Horn. 

The blood ionook the face of Adelaide, a death-like 
fxdenesfi 0Tei^)read her counteaance, vhile gathering all 
the length she could collect (o raise her trembling limbs 
ffotu the sofa, she threw herself at her unele'e feet, ex- 
daiming, ' douH kill me, dtm't kill n)e, dearesl irade I 
rath^ leave me poor as the nioet destitute in the hum- 
blest cottage — poor as yoo found me than — ' she stepped 
overcome with egtotion, and coveriog h^ fa/tx with her 
huids, sobbed aloud. 

' What does this mean V fiaid Mr Mellville, raising her 
forcibly in his arms, and tceeating her by tus side, * Ade- 
laide my dear daughter, my sweet child, are your sensea 
wandering 1 What can afflict you so tiwtch is receiving 
mch a proof of a6^don f 

' Stof^ Bt^' exclaimed Mr Van Horn, laying his hand 
on his shoulder, ' 111 lay my life she thinks another uncle 
wants to marry her, be, ha, ha I' 

But the laugh was not jmned in by Mr Mellville, the ' 
Uood rushed to bis temi^es, he dropped Uw band of Ade- 
laide, and rising, walked the ro<nn in much agitation. It 
was evident hisfe^ngshad received a dreadful shock; at 
length he eaid — 

'Why Adeliude could you tlunk me guilty of sdch mon- 
strous absurdity, besides being your father's brother, to 
wish to impose such an old dis&gieeable fellow upon you 
fot a hoMwod V 
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*0h, thaw uacle,' eaJd die, 'ym. wrong yowsel^ you aie 
n«ther <^ dot dkagreefiUe, and any youog lady might 
love you I should w^ipoae whose heart was not {veoccu- 
[Hed, and who was not as nearly rioted to you as I am, 
but I love you like a daughter.' 

* That is the way in which I wish you to love me,* he 
replied, 'ajidnow to proceed to buanesB. Man is a change- 
able beiag, and I am m young and to agnuMe you koow 
I might take a vhim to marry some time or other, and 1 
have been thinbing my dear niece to make you indepen- 
dent even of my whims. To secuie you beyond (he power 
of any accident of that kind, I have taken the deed of this 
estate in your name and now ixesenl you with it and tbe 
bill of 9^e of the Aimiture which it owitaiDB. 1 wish to 
»e you in the enjo3rmeDt of property while I am living. I 
am not sure even if I willed all I have to you Iwt the villai- 
ny of nianniight find a way to defraud you, - but what I 
give now I am eute you wiU receive and I make tJiis pro- 
viaon, that you rfiali not turn me out doors durutg good 
behavior ; you shall not turn me out unless I should find 
another hdp^nate, en' you should select one, than which 
nothing could give ote more [Measure, I assure you,* 

We may imagine the expressions of gratitude from his 
afiectionate niece rai this oceastm, the tears she shed, and ' 
which it was impossible for b«r to restrcuQ, were of mingled 
feeling, gratitude ior his kindness, and for shame and 
regret at having pained that good uncle by mist^dng his 
meaning. 

But there isnothingoftiialinthiswoild, however pain- 
. fill in its operatitti, without a salutary tendency. The 
22 
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ertreme digtrese of Adelaide, and the boma betrayed hy' 
her at the thought that her uncle loved her too well, had 
a constant eSect in regidatin^ the feelings and conduct of 
that gentleman towards her in future life. There was not 
a day in which she did not entwine herself more closely 
about his heart. As he became more and more acquaint- 
ed with the graces of ha mindt and the perfections of her 
character unfolded themaelves more mid more to hia c^ 
servation, he became almost idolatrously attached to her. 
Yet there was ever in hie attentions to h«r a delicacy and 
respect mingled with afiection truly parentaL The knowl- 
edge of his foitune exaggerated as it was, though ample, 
by public report, soon drew around him a set of acquaint- 
!u\ce of the most fashionable class, and his niece anxious to 
please him, consented to mingle again with a world from 
whose friendship she now shrunk with double disgust — 
Many of Uie former acquaintance of the Holbey's who 
had casually seen her there, but never included her in their 
invitations, now pressed forward and were clamorous in 
their friendship. From such she could not but revolt at 
association, but as it was one of her uncle's ^utificatione 
to display liis lovely niece, ^e consented (o be exliibited, 
(perhaps we may term it,) for his pleasure, yet though he 
insisted upon her presence in all hia amusements, he could 
not but observe with admiration how httle the glare of life 
[leased her, and how infinitely above the contaminating 
power of pro^rity she [»v>ved herscll The splendors of 
high h'fe had little allurement for her, and at times his 
conscience ahnoat reproached him for subjecting her to a 
course of dissipation which at the end of six moBtha he 
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iinaghied had seriously affected both her health and spir- 
its. She always spoke to her uncle with franknen and 
candor of whatever she thought would give him pleasure, 
of the scenes she frequented, and the subjects of reflection 
that interested her feelings, save one, one only, and over 
the ditiingenuousness of this she blushed in secret. 

' One -only pi 

That linged I 

Oh need 1 telllhaC paaaiBn'i i 

More ihau six years had elapsed since Adelaide had 
seen this first and only object of her affection, yet the im- 
prei?sioii he had made was vivid as ever. She could have 
no hope of ever seeing him again, not at least as a lover, 
in fiict he had never been confessedly such. Of what 
could she accuse him then 1 Certainly not of professing 
to love !ier in any other way than as a friend and brother; 
was it not then ridiculous to give way (o such feelings 1 — 
To dwell thus upon his image 1 To let this operate as a 
barrier between her and every lespectahJe connection t — 
Her kind uncle aveiTed it to be the first wish of his heart 
to see her happily married ; he had an idea, (and not a 
very erroneous one,) that an old maid was the most for- 
lorn of tlie hiuiian species. ' With or without property,' 
lie would say, ' slie is the subject of continual imposition, 
of insolent pity and indecent iailleiy. Theie is but one 
human creature more desolate, and that J am not afraid of 
seeing my Adelaide, a i^twted wife.' 

But how could she forget the amiable and heavenly 
minded Sidney on the very spot where she had been ac- 
customed to contemphite his perfections. Now indeed she 
felt the imprudence of wiehiDg to reside where every thing 
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would remind her of what it would be belter to forget.— 
There w^as not a walk in the garden, a single corner in the 
hotue where she did not daily see him in imagination. In 
those moments the world and its new found pteaBuree lost 
their power to charm ; her elegant mansion, her comfort- 
able and even splendid eslablishment, her kind uncle, and 
wide circle of admiring friends, all, all vanished ; a deadly 
sickness of the heart come over her, the canker of regret, 
of vain regret blighted every joy. 

While exercised with other and great trials her natural 
strength of mind had been culled into action, all her pow- 
ers had been taxed to meet the exigencies of her situation; 
in fact the perplexities in which she had been involved 
while they lasted, had been salutary ; they had prevented 
the indulgence of a mwUd sensibility which was consum- 
ing her. While she was necessarily exercised with olliei', 
though not keener feelings, than those which she now in- 
dulged, she had easily refrained from these, but now tbey 
would hourly intrude ; slie would return from amuse- 
-ments where she had been the delight of every eye, and 
the joy of every bteast, and throwing herself on the sofn, 
give Way to feelings of the most perfect wretchedness. 

There were two reasons, probably, of Adelaide's unliap- 
piness, and one doubtless was, that she was living a life of 
pleasure, oi constant amusement, and reason and con- 
science must have continually reminded her that it ill as- 
sotted with her high professions. Not that religion requires 
of us to be hermits, to bury ourselves alivf, secluded from 
all society, but there is an inconsistency re^l and amiaretit 
in a Christian devoting himself to the amusements of 
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high life, and constantly enduring and sharing in all the 
idle frivolities nf fashionable dissipation. Besides that, 
there is no surer way to bring our religion into contempt, 
since our gay and worldly friends will be the first to con- 
demn us, and ridicule our pretensions topiety. The Gos- 
pel itself tells us that ' the friendship of the world is enmi- 
ty to God.' 'Eitherthishasa great deal of meaning, orithas 
none, and who will dare to say the latter? But let any 
one try the friendship of the world for a sufficient season, 
and the result of that experiment will be a better commen- 
tary on the text than any that can be written. Adelaide 
found it so ; her perceptions of pleasures more spiritual and 
refined gradually lost their force, while the enjoyment of 
things present did not compensate her loss ; and beside 
that, a life of indolent pleasure and inactivity was entirely 
unsuiled to her genius as well as to her professions, it had 
another unhappy tendency. 

Of all the misfortunes that can befal a person who has 
placed their afifections imfortunately, a life of ease and 
leisure is the greatest. Employment is as necessary it is 
agreed by all, for the health of mind as of body. The 
disappointment of Adelaide was one that almost all are 
doomed to suffer; among the vast number of persons con- 
nected by the marriage tie, there is probably not one to 
fifty that marries the object ©f their first choice, (to say 
nothing of those who never marry.) What would be the 
wretchedness of such a large proportion of the human 
family if they bad nothing to do but sit down and reflect 
upon their disa^pointmentsl Providence has wisely or- 
dered it that but little time is given to do so, and in addi* 
22* 
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tiou to this, that one tria] ghall succeed another in snch 
rapid succeseion through our morUil existence, as Uiat our 
BtHTOWs as wdl as our joys shall have constant variety,^ 
Adelaide .,had now no engrossing employment, and this 
cause of sorrow continually dwelt upon, begun to under- 
mine her health. 

Too delicate to [0'y into what she chose not to reveal, 
her indulgent uncle had ftsebome to question her, though 
be had for some time discovered she had some secret cause 
of uneasiness ; he at length ventured to mention his sus- 
(»cions to Mr Van Horn, and received from that gentle- 
man ao much light on the subject, as caused him to regret 
ever having purchased thehouse^ and determined him up- 
on a plan he had been for some time meditating, of jour> 
neying most of the ensuing summer, and he anxiously 
awaited for the return of sjHing to put his design m exe- 
cution. 

We must now look back to Holbey for a few mometi,t3. 
He had preferred going in a vessel bound to New Orleans 
to being made a piUiUc example o^ to avoid which he not 
only consent^ to seclude himself forever from the world 
on a small plantation of Mr MellviUe's in that ndghbor> 
hood, but also to sign a paper acknowledging his baseness 
and dishonesty towards that gentleman, and maJang over 
all the property tje possessed of every name and nature ; 
ufter posse^ng himself of this, Mr Mellville caused bim to 
moke out a list of his just debts, which when ascertained 
amounted to more than the properly ; it was a circum- 
'staoce ofamazement to that genllemaji^ knowing the 
tfimds he had received from him fa* so many years, but 
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the fact waa now accounted for by diecoTering he liad 
lately acquired a taste for gambling. Upon mentioning 
this circumstance to Adelaide she ratlier hastily exclaim- 
ed— 

' Then banknqitcy has made inore traitors than Bene- 
iJict Arnold.' 

' Oh no,* Boid her uncle, ' his treason to me, which I 
suppose you must allude to, commenced before th^ un- 
lucky propensity.' 

The winter of 1808 passed with little rariation in the 
life of our heroine. Of all the guests that frequented their 
hospitable mansion, ibere was few whose society afforded 
any real pleasure except the Van Horn'a, and the old gen- 
tleman, though jjsually good-natured, and occasionaUy 
Jocose, had of late become somewhat gloomy, tbe cause 
he protested was bis feara of Hdbey ; that it was impress- 
ed upon hia mind he would sometime return to take re- 
venge upon the cause of hie bamsbment. Mr Mellviile 
ridiculed these fears, sayliig 'he would be perfectly safe at 
New Orleans, that the overseer on his plantation was a 
trust-worthy man, and would look to him, and that tbe 
captain who carried him out had been E^rised of his real 
character, and engaged to watch his movements on the 
voyage.' 

Adelaide was silent — she knew she had more cause to 
fear him than any one, but she fbrebore to ^ak on that 
subject. 

* The only reason,' said Mr Van Horn, ' that I did not 
plead with you to let him pass the next fom'teen years in 
the State Prison, was the sBrvice he once rendered me in 
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rescuing my dear little grand-child ; that action, the only 
good one I ever knew him perform, has sealed my lipe of- 
ten, 1 have always considered him a dangerous fellow, 
and I pray heaven be may never get back to convince you 
that he is such, if he should, you would see ic* 

Spring at length returned, but not with it the bloom of 
Adelaide ; she had faded perceptibly during the [xist Win- 
ter, and her af&ctionate relative resolved to take her uplo 
tite Lakes as so<ni as the wealher was sufficiently settled ; 
it was not deemed advisable until the month of May, and 
a day or two previous to their setting out, Mr Mellville re- 
ceived letters from a family belonging to New Orleans, 
returnmg from the eastern States where they had passed 
the winter. They were now on a journey to the Lake^ 
and entreated Mr Mellville to meet them at Albany on 
such a day, as they should only etop there two days, and 
it would probably be their only chance of seeing him. — 
Preparations were accwdingly made to hasten the day of 
their departure in order not only to give them the meeting 
but have their company on the journey ; but when the 
day arrived, it was dri^ly an unpleasant, so much so that 
Mr Mellville thought it not prudent to take hia niece on 
the water, and proposed to go on to Albany and prevail 
upon hia triends to await her arrival, and she, attended by 
afaithful domestic, should follow the first fair day. She 
•mil^d at bis fears of her taking cold, but readily consented 
to the arrangement, and he departed. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



The day succeeding the storm was a delighlfnal oae, 
•and Adelaide as ehe stepped on board felt her spirits re- 
vive. The animation of llie scene, and ibe life and activ- 
ity around her had a most exhilarating effect. The stag- 
nation in commerce was scarcely noticed here where the 
constant employment of inland navigation afforded busi- 
ness to so many. Again elie was enchanted by the beaii- 
SM\}1 scenery of the Hudson, and the lofty highlands with 
their rugged and precipitous sides attracted her delighted 
eyes ; hour after hour she continued to gaze with delight 
■on the landscape ; her thoughts reverted back to other 
times, to' the season when she had first taken this delight- 
■ fui sail, to the party who accompanied her, and she shud- 
dered when she reflected on the probable fate of some of 
them. Of Mr Bancroft she had often thought, and won- 
dering, thought what could he the reason he had not 
Bought her out 1 IJe certainly could not accuse her, his 
blighted happiness was not owing to her ; no, it might 
have hastened the discovery of his dishonor, but the devel- 
opment at Washington was not the cause of it, why then 
should he shun her 1 From him her thoughts naturiJly 
reverted to the miserable though guilty Augusta, and she 
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fervently wished she might sometime come across her and 
rescue her from a life of infamy. Her aunt, her poor lost 
auiil, too, was present to her thoughts, and Emeliae, tlie 

unfortunate Mrs R , whose attempts tit intimacy 

since her good fortune, she had felt herself obligied to dis- 
courage, on account of her chiiiacier and conduct which 
had become notoriously bad, that lady having now given 
herself up to a course of intemporaiice, and formally (Sepa- 
rated heisclf from her husband, mournful were her reflec- 
tions upon the stale of this ruined family, and when she 
reflocied upon the involuntarj' part ^lic had herself in iheir 
final iiiin, iliough no self-reproach was mingled with tiie 
rcttL-ction, it ccrlainly gave her pain; the landscape had 
'Ceased to chami, and fatigued ajid dispirited, she iclired 
to the liltle piivillion, which happening to be iinoccirpied, 
she entered. 

The sun was now petting, and his last beams vcBied 
upon the lofiy summits of ilie neigliboring liills. ' How- 
bpuutiful ilie scene,' she exclaimiid, and again iier spirits 
s:uik, without any visible cause ; a deep nielanclioly stole 
over her senses, and leaning on the window sho'exclaim- 
_cd, ' beautiful, but what is the world to nie !' The excla- 
inalion was followed by a sigh so deep, so profound, that 
it must have convinced every one who heard it that some 
■ deep mental malady affliclcdthe person from whom it es- 
caped. Overjxiwered by a sensation, she could not resist, 
she (ft-opijed her face on her ami and shut her eyes on ttie 
scene. Suddenly she felt her hand pressed in that of an- 
other, and looking up with asonishnient, recognized Sid- 
ney E standing by her side. 
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The color fied from her cheek and it was with the ut- 
nioet difficulty she could keep from laintiiig. 8idney waa 
collected ; he bad been walcliiqg ber for eome time. 

'fftbe world isnothing to you, dear Miee MeUville— 
is that your name V Adelaide bowed ; * If the world has 
lost its power to charm,* continued he, * can the minister 
of Christ say any thing to console you 1 Is there nothing 
held out to the afflicted that is more tban-a compensation 
for earthly privation V 

Again she was silent, and it seemed to her as though 
the world could not have compelled her to ^ok, so deep, 
so overwhelming were ber emotions, that speech was de- 
nied ber. Perceiving her agitation, he added— 

'Though not permitted to address you as a friend or 
acquaintance, you must be altered indeed if as a minister 
of the gospel I may not.* It was then that collecting all 
her strength, she succeeded in answering him — 

' Not permitted to address me as a friend ! what does 
that meani' 

' Merely that you gave up our acquMntance—volunta- 
rily renounced our friendship. I mean not, however, to 
reproach you ; you doubtless knew the propriety of your 
motives.' 

' What can it mean V again repeated Adelaide, 'have i 
not always been grateftd for your friendship and that of 
your dear sister V 

' I will not say,' he returned, folding bis ai-ms oi^his 

. breast and looking sledfaatly at ber, * I will not say that 

you have been ungrateful, because the obligation of tiie 

acquaintance was ^ on our side ; you bad nothing to be 
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grateful for ; but you certminly dJsclitimed our acquaint- 
ance m your last lett«r from Washington-' 

'Amazing !* exclaimed Adelaide, ' I never wrote youi 
sister from Washington but twice, and then in ttte ttiost 
ai&ctionate manner. It was she who gave me up, as I 
suffused at the wish of her hiid>and.* 

* How conldthat be,' said he, Srhen he too wrote in the 
most friendly ^rnis, requesting yon to come to them, and 
even oSenag to come to Washington after you.* 

* I never received any such letter,' said Adelaide. 

* Never — why you answered it, and such an answer — ' 
a sigh that seemed tdmost to , rend his bosom, prevented 
the finishing of the sentence. 

' I never received any such letter and therefore never 
could have answered it. Oh, what tortures have f not 
endured at the thought that I was forgotten by — by Eli- 
za,' she added, deeply blushing. 

'And who,' said Sidney, with new animation, ' who 
could have contrived such a fraud V 

< Some being past feeling,' she replied, 'must have im- 
posed upon us all; Hdbey.Ifear; he oftm boasted that 
he could write my hand.' 

* I was told,* sfud he, ' be was a very great villain, and 
always feared as much ; but Adelaide, yy have relieved 
me o[ most painful feelings ; and will you tell me, too, 
that you love us as w^ as ever V and he took her trem- 
bling hand in his. 

' Certainly, I have never ceased to Ifcve yon all,' said 
she, unconscious of the extent of the confusion she was 
making, though die was soon made^nsible of it 
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* But wbere are yeu g<»jig now dear Adelaide V he ask- 
ed, sealing himself beside her and forcibly detaining the 
lair hand, which she was making a faiut tSoit to . with- 
draw. ' The Holbey'a are all broken up I hear ; the 
daughters too, I rejoice you are not with (my of that fam- 
ily. He himself I understand has gtme (o the south, af- 
ter making over his property to some person he had de- 
frauded ; I did not learn who.' 

' It is true, it is all true,* said she, ' and I am going to 
another relative now, a relation of my father's.' 

' But why dearest Adelaide, do not I entreat, put your- 
self under the care of any more relatives I ' 

' This,' said ^e with quickness, ' is my father's brother, 
and a most excellent man ; I have been in his family al- 
most a year, and 1 am now going to meet Mm in AAq- 
ny.* V 

* Still let me entreat you,' said Sidney, ' to tnist no 
more relations. O Adelaide t there was a time when I 
hoped in case my life was spared, to be Ed>le to ofler a dif- 
ferent hrane Irom what 1 now can, even in that . dear 
house you admired so much. But now I can only ask 
you to share an humble parsonage, in a retbed country 
vilkkge. Yetif Adelaide is what she once wa^ I think 
she might l|f haj^ even there. I have saved but little 
from the wrack of our property, but have sufficient for the 
comforts of li^ ; should a follower of Hira who had not 
even this, de^e more V 

* No surely ktt,' said she with qmckneee ' but ■* 

' But what, (Iwr Adelaide say.* 

> 23 
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' Why, I was only grong to say, that I — I should thiafe 
a companion wonld be a great incnmbranc*.* 
' ' By no inean% my health mil never be robust, aod on 
every account I need a conrqwiioQ-; I am told ray father 
regreted extremely he bad not previuled on you to unite 
your fate 'with mine [xcviotn to my going abroad ; good 
dd man be thot^t of it too late, and I have loet seven 
years of happiness.' 

' Why you forget,' said Adelaide deeply Uushing, ' that 
perhaps I should not have ccmsented' 

' You appeared so compassionate,' «aid Sidney, archly, 
* that I tliink you would from pity.' 
' No not from pity,' she replied. 

• Not, what then 1 say love, only say you loved me then 
well enough to haw travelled the world with me. O Ad- 
claide, you cannot imagine the self denial I was obliged to 
practice on that occasitm. TneverexpectedloseeyouagEua 
alive, and it would have been unpardooal^e seldebnese to 
have bespoke your affections for a dying man. Yet smce, 
when I perused that letter, where you were made to say, 
' you had formed new connexions and thought it popoF 
to dissolve old one^' how did I regret I had not even then 
secured you.' 

' That vOe forgery has made us both suf&rera,' said the 
softened Adelaide, 'I will not dinemblo with you dear 
Sidney, I believe I have sufifered as much asyoa from the 
deception ; yet I can see it 4ia8 been so ordered by Prtrn- 
dence. My God has reqmred other and more Important 
services from me, and more painfid ones too^' she added, 
smiling through her tears, ' than to bftre been m alten- 
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- daqce on a beloved of^ect 1 baTeataletotellyou'which 
aliuoet exceeds belief, but which mustjbe u4d, and perhaps 
you may Dot exactly approve of my cooducl through the 
whdle doUFse of a scene of tri^ to whicb womao I believe 
bae seldom been colled. Yet I can truly bless Him wVk^ 
notwilhetanding my own suficiriDgB, has made me the in- 
strument of good toothera, and more deserving.' 

' Any thing you can bless (Sod for, I shall ootdiaapprove 
— who did you stay wiiAi in New York T 

' Part of the time wi^ the rdadon I hare mcnti<Hied, 
and part of the time at Mr Van Horn's. Sidney you re- 
member tliat good couple.* 

' Ycd certainly, most excellent persMis they are.' 

' Sidney do you know who lives at your c^ place V 
.. ' No I do not, es»:pt tlsLt I heard it casually maQtictwd 
'that s rich nabob had lately purchased it and given it te 
his niece, a very foshiimabk lady.* 

' Fash'ronable indeed !' repeated Adelaide. 

' Have you ever Jjcen there V he asked, 

'Yes, J know the people wholive (here, aitdllmve wept 
in every room in the house for fear I should never eee any 
of its former beloved inmates again.' 

'My own dear Adelaide V he exclaimed, 'let us never 
part again. Oh how delight«d Eliza would be to see us to- 
gether ; do you know that notwithstanding your su{qweed 
renunciation of her friend^ip, ebe has named her little 
girl after you? Adelaide Mellville.' 

'Indeed, then she still loves me, loved me even when 
she thought me ungrateful' 
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* She oerer thought so, Ae alwa^ feared you had been 
betrayed into scHne ctxmectkHi in which your heart had no 
share, and that prudence iiuQuenced you in renouncing ua. 
What a viltain that man iBOst have been — the lettere of 
Eliza were Erected to his care. My heart Heeds for what 
you must bare suSered in his Ainiily.* 

' I believe after all I was not the greatest siiSerer by 
them. Sidney did you know Mr Banottft f 

' Yes, a most excellent man, but he is actually fortunate, 
he has got rid of a wife he despised, and is likely soon to 
many a most amiaUe wonum who was the object of his 
youUifid aflbction, his first choice ; the adventures of those 
two lovers wotdd make a ligure in romance, but they are 
' likely soon to terminate in maXtummj.* 

* Wdl, I most fflncerely rejcsce ; I have undeTstood he 
had procured a legal seperation friHR Augusta — and poor 
Mrs R ,' 

* No better than her sister— hut. Adelaide you must see 
Mr Bancroft, he lives at no great distance, and is frequent- 
ly one of my hearers ; the farther monntain vieible from 
his house hides my litde secluded Parish. Oh, Adelaide 
what schemes of felicity my imagination is busy in plan- 
ning. If you are only bumUe minded we can realize them 
all ; once more let me entreat you not to put yourself un- 
der the care of any more relations, but give me a legal . 
right to protect you upon your arrival at Albany,' 

'That I cannot do without the conseulofmyuncle. 1 
must refer you to him, with the full assurance he will not 
withhold any thing necessary to myhaf^ne^.' 
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The idea of another uncle was infinitely diaagreeaUe to 
Sidney, i^hose mind ciHutantly reverted to Mr Holbey, 
though poUieaess obliged him to uqiuewe wiUiout re- 
mark ; and when on the succeeding day the pacasge- 
boat neared the uty of Albany, his fedkigs of di^[ust to> 
wards thai unknown relative continued toetrenglhen, iiot> 
withstanding all hie efibrts to Mif^eee them. Ax the boat 
drew up to the wharf, and people in eeanJKJf inends ta 
freight began to pour in, Sidney waa aceoeted by an old 
and venerable friend of hie faUier*B, whowae leaning on the 
arm of a elranger of most preposseeeing appeanmce. As 
hie eyeglancad upon the huidsoine person of tbeBtranger, 
it sUuck him that his &ce resembled some one whom he 
had seen, but he could not distinctly recollect at the time; 
the' association was an agreeable one, and immediately 
secured his eiteem for the unknown. His friend introduced 
lum in the crowd, but he did not distii^uish the name, 
and had no time to inquire, ae the <dd gentleman seizing 
his arm, dragged htm forward to the ladies' cabin. 
' The exclamation of joy from Adelaide, as she s[ffung 
forward to receive the paternal kiss of her uncle, at once 
convinced him, and hie salisfactiou at finding himself so 
agreeably miabUten, may be iiaagined, She now turned 
round to inuoduce Sidney in ftwm, while the deep Uusbes 
that chased each other over her &Ge, too [dainly told th« 
interest she felt in the person she was pesenting. Mr 
Mellville saluted Sidney veiy cordially, but what was very 
uncommon wkh him, and certainly not conastent wiiii 
lii» halHtual politenese^ he was silent a full minute after^ 
4uring which he euri'eyed the graceful yoimg Clergyman 
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with a moet scrutinizing glance ; appearing satiafied with 
his examination, his usual smile quickly returned, and be 
addressed him with much poUteneas as they walked out to 
the whaif, where he handed his niece to his fneiufs car- 
riage ; here Sidney bade them ' good moming,' but the 
old gentleman seizing his arm, exclaimed, ' you don't get 
nd of us BO easy, coi»«, you have wtuted upon Miai Mell- 
villve up the River, and 1 riiall not separate you now.' 

' I was so happy as to meet Miss MellviUe accidenuUy 
in the boat,' said Sidney coloring. 

* Well, well, you ahalt not be so hapf^ in parting, for I 
will not permit the son of my old friencl to stay in tovn at 
lodgings if I know it 1 hare just smt your ba^age along 
with the others to my house, so in, in.* Tints pressed, 
Sidney was obliged to ascend the carriage, not much to 
his regret as we may believe, or to Adelaide's either, who, 
however, felt heiaelf in rather an awkwaid situation. 

The family from New Orleans oonsiMing of a g^itle- 
man, wife and two sisters, w«e going with Mr MeUvilla 
the next day to see the CatskiU moimtaius, whither Sidney 
accompanied tbetn, and it was while ramUtng in that de- 
lightful scenery, that Adelaide recounted to him her an- 
gular adventures since their last meeting in New York, 
and her uncle's story, except the circumstance of purchas- 
ing his father's house, this ^le purposely suppreeeed. — 
There was but one thing he btomed her for, and that was 
h^ temerity in talking to Holbey in the manner she did 
at their last interview. He called it 'madness, imprudence 
and unnecessary exposure,' and expressed his fc&rs that 
some rutnte upon that Lut might hereafter seek revenge. 
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CTen if Holbey were feirly out of the way, ' which I am,' 
•aid he, ' by no means satisfied of.' 

'Oh, aslo that, wemaybeassuredofhis safety I think, 
my uncle, who has di^Koed of him, is cert^ he will nev- 
er attempt to ixaae here again, and would not succeed if 
he ^lould.' 

Sidney looked incredulous, but unwilling to dtrnip the 
{Measure of his sweet companion, drof^ied the subject. 

One difficult task was yet to be undertaken, and that 
- was to obtain the consent of the wealthy Mr Mellviile to 
address the reputed he^ess of his fortune. Sidney had 
now many fears that he would be unwilling lo bestow her 
upcHi an indigent clergyman, with hltle prospect, and poor 
health. The case was not however as difficult as he sup- 
posed. ■ Mr Mellviile was angularly disinterested person 
and sncerely desirous of<-the happiness of his niece. He 
wished to see her married, and preferred seeing her hap- 
pily married rather than ^enditlly ; besides, he fully ap- 
preciated the talents, the elegant manners and refined 
mind of Bidney, as well as the purity and sted&stnefs of 
his principles, and rightly judged that she would be &r 
happier with him than with an ordinary man of splendid 
fortune. He thea-efore unhesitatingly gave his consent, 
saying at the same time, ' but I do not know how to part 
with her my young friend ; I cannot refuse my consent to 
her happinesE^ which I have no doubt would be promoted 
by such a imion, I have no right to withhold it, but how 
can 1 part with her who has become ainwst a part of ray 
existence 1 I am growing old and need a daughter— -who 
oan supply to me the place of Adelaide T 
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' Why not lake up your abode with lis then T said Sid- 
ney, ' slie can be a daughter and wife at the same time, 
besides, in me you could find a son too ; I hope we mi^t 
botb be able to contribute ecnaething to your happiness.' 

' Welt upon thoee conditions 1 think I wiU let you hav^ 
her,' returned the uncle smiling ; * you shall pass part of 
the year with me in towji, and 1 will pass the other part 
with you in the country^ at all events we will be togeth- 

Sidney expressed ihe pleasure it would gire him to have 
the addition of Mr Meliville'a company, and it was aellled 
they should all go together to the Lakes, and then return 
to New York, where Sidney was to receive the band of 
Adelaide, when they propoud to visit Eliza at Fhiladel- 
piiia, and be the first to apprise her of their marriage. All 
this time Sidney was imacquuuted with their jdace of 
abode in thecily, Mr Mellville having kept it concealed 
at bis niece's request, though be came very neai' revealkig 
it several times in the exuberance of his joy. Sido^ had 
to detain them a day or two later at Albany while hepro- 
vided for his pulpit in his absence. In the mean time Ad- 
ebiide was agreeably surprised by a visit from Mr Ban- 
croft .His delight at meeting Adelaide was such as might 
have been attributed to a warmer seotimeut than fdend- 
ship) had not the situation of the parties precluded such a . 
supposition. Sidney who had rode down to bis parish, ' 
had stopped to inft»m him of her vicinity. She was de- 
lighted to see him, and ei^iecially as he was aUe to ac- 
count for his seeming neglect to her entire satisfaction.-— 
In a conversation apart he reverted to the trial he had been 
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Subjected to in the treachery of Augusta, with more com- 
posure than Adelaide could have believed possible in oae 
of his fine feelings. 

' And you, Adelaide/ said he, ' was the person appoint' 
ed for my deliverance. I have heaid how eloquently you 
plead my cause at a certain place, and how successfully 
too. Had it not been for that I must have been ruined in 
the estimation of one whose esteem I should more regret 
to lose than his fevor.' 

'I could do no less,' she refuted, 'after havingignorant- 
ly betrayed you into the difficulty to helpyou out of it, but 
had-I not been fuUy satiafied of your integrity, you might 
have stood your chance with the rest of them,' 

*And who were the others implicated, whose names were 
on that List, can you recollect V 

' I never saw them,* said Adelaide, ' and I imagine the 
Eecret remains in the In'east of the President.* 

' Why Adelaide !' he excWmed, ' any other woman 
would have stopped to read it, if ten thousand lives had 
been at stake.' 

* Thank you for the compliment paid to our sex ; I dif- 
fer much in opinion with you there ; I believe there are 
many who would have acted as 1 did in that respect, and 
who ate capable much more than the generality of men of 
keeping a secret. I believe there is liHle they conceal ex- 
cept their own individual sios.' 

' Oh, your memory fails my feir friend. Think of the 
Masonic Institutions — think what immense numbers ^re 
admitted, and how many ages has passed over, and all 
except the ■joruc/'/ig^' areas much in the dark as ever.' 
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' As to the length of time dnce its eetabUehinenl, I 
know nothing, but 1 don't believe they can hdd out iw&i- 
er ; if there is any thing to develope it will come out some 
time,* said Adelaide, laughing. 

' Never, never,' he exclaimed, ' unless some ^oman 
should get into the Lodge — but we are wandering ftom 
ihe subject — that List, of which I barely know thae was 
such a one, was never, I {resume, revealed, certainly iiot 
to the public. Most ntAiIy has he acted whose life it may 
well be supposed was the object of the plot. There is & 
mystery about it all which will never be fathomed in this 
world, never until ' 

* Uutit,' said Sidney, who had returned and just entered 
the room, ' until we meet in that world where the mtTdfid 
sluiUjmd mercy.' 

' I regret,' said Mr Bancroft rising, ' I must now leave 
you, but Adelaide we mtist not part thus, I must have the 
pleaijure of inlroducing you to a woman whom you cannot 
help loving ; it is that one whom I once told you you bo 
iiuich resembled. My house ie now no place to invite a 
lady to, but if you will stc^ on your return, we shall have 
a liostess to entertain you.' 

*That is not convenient at present,' said fier uncle, an- 
swering for her, ' but we tliink of residing iu your neigh- 
borhood before long, and will then visit you with plea- 
sure,' 

'Ah, j'ou are goingtopurchase an estate near us tlienT* 
asked Mr Bancrtri't 

' Not I, but my niece here is, it haj^ns to be pereottal 
properly though,' looking sif^nificantly from his niece »« 
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^dney, whose cbeek positiyely reflected the glow fivm 
hers. 

' Ah !* exclaimed Bancroft, ' liow could I be stupid, my 
fi-jead I give you joy of your goOd fortune, (shaking Sid- 
ney warmly by the hand,} I shall certainly belongto your 
PoriBh now.' ' 

* He. really seems in better sfiiita now,' said Adelaide, 
after his departure, ' than when I last saw him, better 
ih^n on t!>e day he w^ married.' 

'I have no doubt of that,' 9aid Mr Mellville, 'thereisa 
'something within us that gives warning when we are 
treading dangerous ground, resist it who may.' 

The ride westward was deUghtlid, and Adelaide as well 
as the party generally seemed to enjoy it much, but Sid- 
ney from ?ome cause or other, probably becauBe he had 
seen the Lakes before, betrayed considerable impatience 
to return ; this, together with the desire Mr Mellville bad 
lo see the wedding, never, as he said, havingseen a re- 
lation married, contributed to hasten their return. They 
parted with their company on their return, who pursued 
their way back to Boston, from whence they were to em- 
bark for New Orleans; though a very pleasant set of trav- 
elling compank>ns, Sidney was far from regretting their 
departure, as the ladies', incessant talkei-s, took up so much 
of Adelaide's attention, that he had but httle chance of 
engrossing it himself. On the morning of the fourth day 
after porting with them they arrived at New York. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



* Thu hr oar fortane keeps sn npwaid eonn*. 
And »• are naced with wrestlw otriaoTj; 
But in tb« nudit of tbii bright ihinhig da;, 
1 ipj a bUck, goipicioiu, tDrtateniuj cloud.' 

Shaiuptve. 



Many significant glances passed between the uncle and 
niece, as they aj^roached the city, not observed by Sid- 
ney, whose mind was intent upon other things. He could 
not avoid the melancholy i^QectioD, that once he had a 
home there worthy of the lovely mietrese who could now 
have presided at it, and that it was no longer his ; Uiat 
hallowed home was now the property of strangers — but 
what woiUd he not give even for a view of its jntericar 1 

Adelaide had contrived to place the furniture in the 
same manner it used to stand in, and studied to make it 
look as much like what it fminerly waa as possible ; and 
except Uiat it was more modern, she knew it must look 
perfectly natural to Sidney, who all at once aroused from 
reverie, looked up in amazement at the number of streets 
they had passed through, (for they had conteived it on 
purpose to reach their dwelling by a circuitous route.) 

' Why what part of the city do you re»de in 1 we cer- 
tainly have come a great way since we entered it' 

' Not far frran where you used to live,' retiuned Ade- 
laide. Sidney sighed deeply. 
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* Local allachmente are very bard to overcome,' (iieer- 
ved Mr Mellville, * but I have to stop at your old piKce of 
abode, as my niece tells me it ie, and if it will be any flea- 
sure to you to Bee it once more, you can aligbt with me,' 

Sidney thanked him, but declined entering, ae the pre- 
sent owners were strangers to him. The carriage now 
drew up, and Mr Mellville hurried in to prevent the eer- 
vantB coming out, and giving them some ioalructions, re^ 
t|imed to the carriage door, saying — 

' The people here are so anxious to see you, niece, that 

you must dight a few momenta ; Mr E you will 

assist her,' and he hurried back again. 

'Come,* eaid Adelaide, givingher hand to Sidney ae he 
helped her to alight, ' never mind, you will have a chance 
ts see the old place;' and Sidney,drawing her arm through 
his, proceeded through the great entrance towards the 
atting room, where they had formerly spent so many hiq>- 
py hours. The thought that this house belonged to Ade- 
bude had nenr (mce entered his mind ; he had always 
aWded saying any tUng respecting it, when any of fain 
Jnends from the city were present, merely because it gave 
him ptun to think of it ; and lo that circumstance it was 
owing that he was igntn^nt who the present owner was. 
His mind was so entirely engrossed by painM reflection, 
thftt he did not notice, upon leading ber to the sitting 
room, that no ^ngle human being appeared to welcome 
them, while he made the remark — 

* These people must have a singular taste for antiquity; 
I am not di^leased that it has ftdlen into hands who 
ke^ it in such a state of preservation. The old armorial 

24 
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beua^ of our bouae, over tbe gate, bo entirely out of 
fasbuui, and indeed out of [dace now, have been suflered 
lo remain, end even retouched ; and see,' said he to Ade- 
laide^ as he led hw to a chair, *tbe landwape over the 
nuutUl-piece is still here.' 

'And now,' said Adelaide, ' if you have looked enough, 
pennit me, Sidney, (extending her hand,) to welcome you 
lo my house, who have so oflen welcomed me to your^' 

Mi Mellville, the relator of this scene, had the polite- 
ness to take himself out of hearing just at this tjme, so 
that we caanc4teU what was said in rei^y, ni» what turn 
the conversation took just dien, but he gave it as his ofMn- 
ioa lo Mr Van Horn, Uiat there must have been 8C«ne ve- 
ry foirfiah talk, as he did axA return until neariy half an 
hour had elapsed, and the traces of (ears wwe still viMble 
' onthedieeksofboththe parlks; but as he begged them 
' not to be childieh, they behaved with tolerable decency 
i&et ha came into the room.'- 

With what delight Adelaide disfdayed each well known 
apartment of the house to Sidney may well be conceived. 
The-gardm too^ where they had fonnerly enjoyed so much 
of each others society, was still an object of interest; each 
[dant had hem restored to its finmer situation, and every 
vine taught lo ciasp its old oHnpaiuiXL The little aibcn- 
80 neat and trim, though like the house it had received 
many improvements, still retained sufficient traces of its 
fonnwIookeL 

Surely, dear Adelaide,' said Sidney, *if I were in tb« 
least doubtful of your aETection for me, here would be evi- 
denoe I could not di^Mite.' 
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While seated Bt their evening repast, Sidney ezpmeed- 
a w'uAi to have EUiza the parlaker of his happinew. ' t 
cannot apfMvtve our former plan, he said, with reepect to 
my Bister, or think we ought to put it into execution ; it 
would give her so much pleasure to be of our party, and 
Nee us together in this dear old mansion. If Mr and Miss 
Mellville will extend their hosfntality to her and her hue- 
band, I should delight to see them here, and have their 
presence on a certain occasion to which I am looking for- 
ward with such delightful anticipation.' 

' 1 approve the (Jan veiy much,' said Mr Mellville ; ' I 
have but one cAtjection to becoming acquainted with your 
sister, and that is because she is married ; but I am not 
the master here, here is the mistress of the house.' 

Adelaide expressed her approbation in full of the plnn^ 
, nnd on the followingday a letter was despatched by poet, 
biddingthemfo the wedding, and telling them that the 
stranger from abroad who bad purchased the house, had 
a very amiable niece to whom he whs about to be united, 
and who joined with him in the invitation, and that he 
would nut undertime any description of the lady as he 
wished her (o form her own o^Hntort when she came to 
see her. He entreated them to make no delay, and to 
come irnmedialely (o the old mansion, without stopping 
in the city, and bring their little one if possible. 

Most sincerely did Eliza rejoice, that her brother had 
found some one to supply the place of their lost Adelaide ! 
for whose uncertain fate she had had many bitter mo- 
ments. She knew the delicate health of Sidney made it 
peculiarly necessary he should have a kind and tender 
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jjomjiamoa, and though he haA chosen a wife from.lbc 
ranks of fashion aa ai^ieaiedtyet she mijht be Rudk Sb» 
had merely heard in relation to the present poeeessors of 
the old house, that Ihey were very faduooaUe people, 
kepi a world of company, find were ibougfat rich. This 
had been meadoDed in a letter from one of her friends, but 
their names were not told. It would have pleased her 
better to bear he bad chosen some village maid frtrai his 
own parish, or aome other humble ^t, tot she had no 
opinion of fashionable women fot wives. She knew be- 
rades that the wife of Sidney, unless a^ po^esaed an am- 
ple fortune herself could not expect to live in the enjoy- 
ment of the luxuries <^ life, aod that h^ brother was op- 
posed from principle to that di^ay of pomp and vanity 
which constitutes the happiness of fashionable women. 

' Poor Sidney,' she said to her husband, *haa, afiera 
lifeofsin^ar discretion, made an imprudent choice at 
last. She may be what the world calls am;a62e, but I fear 
she is unsuited for him.* 

' Well, don't be borrowing trouble,' said her husband, 
gaily, 'nor condemn the poor girl beforehand, contrary to 
all the rules of charity, which requires you to cover her 
sins, after you have found them out, not to expose them 
beforehand.' 

' We will hope for the best,* returned Eliza, smiling at 
her husband's reproof, ' but at all events we must comply 
with the invitation, or we shall not have a chance to know 
what sort of person she is, and 1 confess my curiosity is 
quite awakened on the subject.' 

' No doubt of it, no doubt of it,'ieplied he ; ' I never 
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knew a woman with wh<Hit that piaptaatj slumbered, bo 
we must go, I aee, there is no help for it.' 

It was just after twilight, when the carriage which con- 
tained Frederic D , his Eliza and their little one, 

drove up to the door of the old mansion. Sidney, who 
was on ibe loolnmt, was at the carriage door in a moment, 
and leading his dster in, introduced her to Mr Van Horn, 
who was sitting there. As neither Frederick nor E^iza 
knew that gentleman personally, they immediately con- 
cluded he was the master of the house, particularly as the 
old gentleman fidgeted about to hand ihem seats, and ve- 
ry cordially welcomed them 'to New York.' 

*So,aI>utch girl,' whispered Frederick, while Eliza 
was laying ande her bonnet and shawl, and disposing of 
little Adelaide's, who, after receiving her uncle's kiss, was 
soon seated on the knee of Mr Van Horn. 

* Now dear SUney,* said Eliza in a low voice, * I hope 
you meim to Lei us see the- lady.' 

' She will be here presently,' he rej^ied ; ' I am most 
anxious to introduce those who I hope will be sisters in 
affection.' A shade passed over the brow of Eliza,aad she 
sighed de^y as she remembered the moment when Sid- 
ney placed the weeping Adelaide in her arms the day be< 
ibre his departure, and said, 'be sisters,' and she mentally . 
exclaimed, ' oh, that she might be like her,' 

Adelaide had just entered unperceived fr«m a door that 
opened back of the chair where Eliza had chanced to 
Beat henel^ and Frederick, who had been thinking all the 
time of a short, plump Dutch-girl, was surveying her with 
tooke of lively ai^niratk»). 
24* 
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' She is here, eister,' said Sidney, and Eliza baalily ris- 
ing, turned and bebdd her loag tost friend ; a perciag 
shriek, as she cati^l her to her boaom, rung through eve- 
ry roooLin ^k raaassioa, and brought even the servants in- 
to the room to ascertain the cause. The little girl was 
terrified even to tears, and in bet there vas no one present 
who did not shed more or less on the occasion. The un- 
cle, who always shunned excitement elf all kinds, in the 
meantime kept himself «loof until the hysterical laughing 

and cryuig of Mrs D was over. He had been quite 

distieesed before, as. he ssdd, 'for feu he should fall in 
love with Mrs D ■ ,* but he was entirdy relieved now, 

ee he protested ' he could never love a wonum with all 
the perfections of an Angel, if she had hysterics,* he now 
however advanced, and was introduced by Adelaide.a8 ber 
uncle. 

'Why I thought this gentleman was your unde,' sfud 
she, locking at Mr Van Horn, ' is it poniMe you can have 
an uncle bo young and— and— —' 

' And handsome,* said Frederic, ' I suppose you wovdd 
say, if 1 were not present.' 

In the course of conversation on that inleiesting evening, 
the affiur of the letter was discussed and explaised, snd 
Adelaide Uwnked Frederic for the home she had ander- 
Rtood he of&red her, though she had the misfortune then 
to remain in ^orance-of hit kindnMs. 

' It was ordered by Providence, 1 believe,' dnerved her 
■uncle, ' that you should not leave that &nuly until ibc 
measure of their iniquities was filMiq).* 

During the week that preparatioin were making for the 
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nupUala of Adelaide, ebe was veiy greatly surprised by a 
' call from Mr and Mrs Malconib, the West Indiaas, with 
wbotn she became acquainted at Washington. They had 
juat arrived at New York, and she expressed her surprise 
tbey could have found her so soon, for Mts Malcoiub 
Miid she had flown to eml»ace her almost aa soon as they 
landed. 

< We brought .your direction from Washington,' said 
she ; ' ^ g to employ Mr Holbey in- 
formed us f your welfare, and when 
we came a vith the direction to your 
houee. He eased when speaking of 
your preseo That Mr is an ex- 

cellent max you are veil acquainted 

with him.' 

* Not at s never saw him but once, 

and that was the night ^f(H% Mr Holbej's departure frwn 
Washington.' 

' It was rumored,'' said Mr Malcomb, that Mr Holbey^ 
sudden departure was occamt^dby a disagreement with 

Mr -J but he ne^r said any thing on the subject 

BO we suppose it vas a mistake. He inftirmed us of the 
decease of Mrs Hothey, and expressed his fears thai her 
journey might bave hurried iC "^ 

'That was net the case obeerred Adelaide, 'she was '« 
much benefitted by it, and I think would have lived some 
time longer, had not domestic a^cUons hastened her dis- 
eolutioD. The misconduct of her children I think was th« 
final cause of her death, communicated to her as it was ia 
ihe most abrupt and unfeeling manner.' . 
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* And in what state of mind,' ai&ed Iilre MakiHnb, 'did 
the poor lady dJa P. 

■ As she lived,' re[Jied Adelaide. ' The halntual frame 
of her mind was a most forlorn one, as perfectly uo&v(»a- 
ble to r^gious impresBions as possible ; whenever the sab- 
ject was forced upon her atleotioD, she would employ eve- 
ry subterfuge to evad^ it ; if she said any thing, it was 
usually in the way of cavilling, and it was evident she did 
not wish to speak of the subject at all. That feeling of 
self-righteousnesB whiah is perhaps the last thing we re- 
nounce, supported her against all the terrors of Ae Gos- 
pel; its Iiopes and promises, she persisted, ought to beltHig 
to sufferers of every description. I regretted she.could not 
have had aome suitable person to converse with ; her death 
was instantaneous.* 

'Where were the ministers of religion 1 asked Sidney ; 
where were you f 

' The ministers of religion she would not see. 1 have 
nothing to refvoach myself with on her account ; she 
would not permit me to talk to her. I Mice thought be- 
fore she left Washington, her heart was softened, but the 
ieeling was transient, She had, however, Sidney, Moses 
and the Prophets, fuid them she would not hear.' 

'Shocking I' exclaimed Mrs Malcomb, 'but if her death 
4 was dreadful to her, I hope it may be useful to us. It is 
very rare, I think, that a life of lashionable frivolity is 
closed by a hopeful death. May it be a lesson to us all.* 

' And this,' said Adelaide, after Mrs Malcomb had taktti 
her leav^ ' this is the perscm whom Mrs Holbey made a 
stumbling-bloqk of, protesting if fA« had rdigjon, she h«r. 
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seif had, as she was eure that lady never thouf ht of lelig- 
ion out of chuTcb.' 

' What COTreBpondente have you at Washington V aeked 
Mr Mellville, ' they oeem very well acquainted with our 
affairs there.' 

None, sir,' said his niece, * either you or 1 must be per- 
sons of great importance I am thinkiug;, to be so well 
known, and she ventured a sidelong glance at Sidney, who 
smiled si^ificantly. 

Mr Mellville had determined upon celebrating the wed- 
ding with some pomp, though against the remonstrances 
of bis niece. The Malcomb's were invited m/iimi^R, and 
cards of iiwitalion deepatced in various directions to their 
numerous acquainlance for the evening. The wedding 
was to be solemnized in the morning at St Paul's, and at- 
tended only by their particular Triende, and to take plaCQ 
on the ensuing week. In the meaDtime, the Van Horn's, 
who protested they would have one more visit from Ade- 
laide before she was Mrs E— ^^ , had contrived a little 

niral^ at a country seat of theirs, a short distance from 
the city. The parly was small, consistingonly of the par- 
ticular friends of the femiliee, to gratify Sidney, who dis- 
liked large parties, and Adelaide, likewise, who of course 
did not wish for a pubUc display just al this season ; it was 
<o be the day before the wedding, and though small, very 
splendid preparations were made lo render it tasteful and 
entertaining. 

The weather being very fine when the dfty arrived, 

tempted Sidney to drive. Adelaide in an open carriage, and 

■ in pas^ng through the Bowery where they drove very 
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daw, Sidney being in earnest coavecsaticn with his &tr 
eompaiUDn, ehe haf^ned to caat her eyes on the oppodla 
■ide of the street, and he saw her colw change^in a mo- 
ment, while grasping his arm, she exclaimed, ' Hdbey !* 
■ ' Impossible,' said Sidney, following the direction of her 
terrified glance, he saw several sailors standing near a 
lamp post, but np one that looked lite the persm in ques- 
tion. 

' What is the matter dear Adelude,* said he obectdng 
the horses to a waJk, has any thing alarmed you f 

She persisted she had seen a man in a sailor's dress 
when she first looked that way that so much resembled 
Holbey she could not but believe it was himself, and that 
he had immediately disaj^ieared upon seeing her. Sidney 
tried to soothe her terrors by saying it was no way proba- 
ble that Holbey was then in that vicinity, ' though I have 
always feared,' said he, * he might return at scmie future 
time with some plan <rf revenge. But do not, I entreat 
you, wear such a look of gloom oa this happy day when 
our good old friend has exerted himself so much to enter- 
tain us.* 

h was in vain that Adelaide strove to be cheerful, a 
gloom still clouded her fair brow when they arrived at the 
fine old Dutch mansion that had for so many years been 
(he seat of the Van Horn's. Its singular and antique ap- 
pearance interested the travellers very much ; constructed 
of very dark brick, its low porches, gaUe ends without 
number, and heavy cornices of curious carving, could 
not fail to escile much admiration in the guests, and while 
examining it, and promenading in the fine old grove of 
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eyeamorta in ftonl that looked as though they might have 
been coeval with the first settlement of the country, our 
hennne for a time appeared to have forgotten all cause for 
uneasineas and alami, but upcm adjourning to the draw- 
ing-room, she oace more relapeed into a fit of gloomy ab- 
straction. Sidney himself could not but at length become 
seriously imeasy, and drawing their host apart, from the 
company, he related the adventure oa the road, and ex- 
pressed SMne apprehensions that it was ponilde the malig- 
lignaut and revengeful Htdbey mi^t be near. Mr Van 
Horn was silent some momente while pondering the sub- 
ject with true Dutch consideration, at length he said-^ 

' I fear my yoiing friend your susfHcions are right, ft 
certainly was a most inconsiderate thing to sutler that 
tnu) to go ofi'in the manner he did. I fear me he has got 
to perfono'some terrible deed yet; something about him 
seems to assure me he was bom for the gallows.' 

' And if it were not,* returned Sidney, ' that what wnild 
bring a man's head to the block m any other coifitry,.it re- 
corded at tiothmg in thie, he would have suffered his deserts 
long ago ; there is no question but he has been guilty of 
murder in intention.' 

* Tee, of murdering our sweet Adelaide, you mean. I 
believe Mellville has concluded after all that was an idle 
threaL' 

' If he knew what I kpow, be would not consider it ao,* 
repUed Bidney, ' and if she will permit, you shall both 
know sufficient to connnce you,, under the seal of aecrecy, 
however.' 

Adelaide waa now celled out, and gave pennignm to 
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Sidney to develope as raach of the pioceedtegs tA Waah- 
HigtoD as he tbougbt St, and he thou^t proper ut gin a 
Gtuidid and detailed aecount of the whole traasaeticn, 
tiumgh, aa he said befive, under the 8e»l of nereey. Noth- 
ing could ezcaed the astonishment of both the geotl«in«n, 
bat Mr MellvHle still «ideavored to altay thur ^9pr«hen- 
■iona by the improlx^ily of his being in their vicinity; he 
bad ooce hmiA of bis arrival at New Orleans, and his 
overseer had, written he was safe at the |:4ant«tion, and 
seemed quite pleased and contented with his situation, 
&od appeared to have no deeiie to walk beyi»>d its boun- 
daries. 

'And is that alii* exclahned the astmi^ed Mr Van 
Horn ; ' has such a viBain been permitted to go <Mit wilh- 
oat irons, and have the liberty of etioUtDg about the Mon- 
try when he gels there 1 1 lay my life he is ben.* 

The countenance of Mr MeUviUe fell, still he ecmimded 
he coold have no OMtive or wish to retam but revenge, 
and no pos^c mean* to get here, being entiniy destitute 
^ mmey and erecbt tocv with no fdeods here, and nothing 
but iduune and poverty to come to. 

fitUl theii ^Kiet argued revenge might bring him, and . 
means might becoDttived, aadu^edhia friend tosisiHifon 
some of the polibe to search fat him. 

* I will to-morrow go myself and engage the fbUows 
who first ap^heoded him to search, they would know 
him again, and do it wholly to satisfy you and my niece, 
for I do not yet believe he is here ' 

'Send now,* said their host, <to>morrow may be too 
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* To we him, t think it vould,' said Mr MeUville, ' for 
be is not here d^iend uptm it,' bo B&ying be led the way 
ba^ to the dnkwin^-room, whitfierin^ his niece, ^ not to 
look gkKsny, for what she feared, was impoasible,' and 
Sidney and their hoBt, iCnot conviDccd, thought fit to drq> 
the ftubject for the pieseiU, and «ideavor to reamuie Ade- 
laide. Tranquility being once more restored, the ctmipa- 
ny [H-oceeded to partake of the Biunptuous feast prepared 
for them. In the evening Mr Van Horn invited hie guests 
to an alcove in the garden, with the intention of Burprisiug 
them with tbs music of n bend which be had stationed in 
boats at a little distance from the Aore. The walk to 
this spot was delightful ; the air was a perfect calm, and 
the moonbeams rested on th^ beautiful cove, where here 
and there a white sail half furled of some vessel at anchor, 
announced the labtss of diese frei^ water sailwB were 
done for that day. Suddenly the sofi, sweet notes of the 
Vesp« Hymn, as' it came across the water -and floated tm 
the air, seemed like cdeslial mufac. Sidney and Adelaide 
had strdled to the extremity of the garden, which was . 
edged with willows, aiid seating her oa a little rustic 
bench, he took his station beside her, and as she listened 
entnnced with her fine eyes raised towards heaven, he 
thought he bad never seen a humui countenance d such 
8era[jiic expreeeicai. A sudden and susptcioua movement 
in some bushes near, caused her suddenly to start from 
her seat, and instincUrely gra^og at Sidney, he folded 
his arms about her, while at the same instant a pistol ball 
came whizzing through the air, and a [nercing abiick 
from Adelaide as she aunk to Uie earth by her lover^ side, 
26 
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announced it bad taken falsi aim. A little boat, bo gmatl 
as to have escaped observation, immediately shot from 
beneath, the pendant boughs of a willow which hung ovet 
the watei's edge. The assaesin sprung and made for the 
ekif^ but a mighty ann aneeted his progress, and tugging 
for life, be drew tlie person who had seized him out \ipon 
a kind of [datfonn that extended about tweuty feel into 
the river. 

' Save my uncle !' groaned Adelaide, ae she raised her 
head roomenUtlly from the ground and beheld the deadly 
combat, ' let not all I love on earth be mur—— ' the words 
died on her quivering lips, and she relapsed into a swoon 
as a heavy plunge over the cap-log announced that one at 
least had taken his final leap. 

By this time the whole company had reached ibe 
ground, and every eye was at once-directed to the [ffoe- 
trate lovers. The white garments of Adelaide were com- 
I^elely drenched in blood, but where it flowed ftMn they 
were unable to discover. Sidney was apparently lifele^ 
having fainted immediately, and a greater scene of horror 
and distress could not well be imagined. Mr Van Horn 
of all the party seemed the only one who retained his 
senseg; he shouted to the retreating boat, offering immense 
reward to any one who would stop her, while he ordered 
the bodies of the hapless pair to be carried unmediately 
in. 

As they raised Adelaide gently from the earth, Mellville 
for the first time caught a view of tlieh persons, and rush- 
ing headlong fl-o« the platfomi where he had at last exe- 
cuted signal vengeance, and amplyatonedfor hisformerlen- 
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ity, he caught the insensible form of hia niece in his arm^, 
pressing his lips to hers, and conjuring her to live, with all 
the wildest and most extravagant dernonBtrations of griet 
Meanwhile Sidney waa borne into the house, and his coat 
being removed, it was found the ball had penetrated the 
fleshy part of his arm and lodged in the shoulder; the 
pain of removing the clothes recovered him from the swoon, 
and by proper restoratives he was soon enabled to speak ; 
hia first words were to enquire after Adelaide. Eliza, who 
really tliought it was all over with that dear sister of her 
heart, unable to answer, barst into tears. Adelaide, how- 
ever, was unhurt, and recovered partially from her faint- 
ing in bringing her into the house. She was borne into the 
next room where Sidney was, and laid on a couch ; here 
the first sound she distinguished was the enquiry from 
some one in Ihe room, if Sidney was mortally wounded^ 
laisiug herself fkiHi the couch, weak and exhausted as she 
was, she insisted upon being conducted to him, and her 
imcle, \»'h(»iu vain remonstrated with her, was obliged to 
support her tottering form to the couch where he lay. — 
The idea that he was mortally wounded had taken full 
possession -of iter imagination, and tJirowing herself beside 
him, she once more tinted ou hia bosom, and it was long 
after his recover^ befoie tJiey convinced her the wound was 
not mortal ; nothing c^uld, however, keep her from being 
near him. A physician and surgeon had been sent for, and 
an alarm given to the police, and the surgeon when ho 
arrived, could not for some time decide which was the pa- 
tient, so great was the ravages that grief and fear hod 
made in her countenance in a few brief hours, that of the 
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two, one would have been led to 8U[^x»e her the moet in 
need of laedicBl aaasUutce. 

Uni^e to witness the extraction of the baH, Adelaide 
pennitted them to lead her out while that qieratitni was 
perfbnning, but do persuasion eould induce hvc to quit his 
side after that. For three days Sidney continued very ill, 
and Adelaide the image'of despair, but on the fourth he 
began to mend, and afier ^t his reoorery progressed 
rapidly, and he was soon inble to be cwried back to the 
city. 

Almost the first inquiry of Sidney after hie immediate 
danger was over, was * What had become rf Holbey f for 
he could not doubt- who the assaisin was. 

■ ' He has gone to hia place at last,' said Mr Mellville^ 
-whose habitual mildness gave way at the bare mention of 
his name, ' I gave him to the fishes, but they would not 
have him, and he is now buried in the poor-house yAit). 
He whose boundleas ambttion the world could not have 
satisfied, who aimed at the highest place in all companies, 
and who would have sacrificed innumerable lives lo lii» 
own a^randizement, and did in reality sacrifice hie owa 
soul, has made hia grave with the revise of society. 1 
shall never forget the Satanic glance he gave me, when 
afler I had huiied him in the flashing waters, he rose 
again, and grasping my ieet, sought to cany me down 
with hira ; I gave him a blow that released me, and sent 
him a few yards further ; he rose once more, and had h« 
been grappling with all the fiei>ds of darkness, bis counte- 
nance could not have exhibited greater horror or fierce*- 
tortures.' 
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■* I'll lay my life,' said Mr Van Horn, ' that whatever he 
lived, he did not die an unbeliever ; hb look, and it was 
the only glimpse I had of hie countenance^ forcibly remind- 
ed me of.these lines of Blair^ 

' la ll»t dread moment bow (he frantic aonl 
Kaves round Ihe walls of her clay tenemeoti 
Ibini to each avenae and abrieka tor halp. 
Bat ahiieks in vaia.' 

'Oh, what must have been the horroi of his aoul at that 
dreadful moment T said Sidney, ' what visions of futurity 
must have broke upon his view even in the brief space of 
a moment. The great judge of c{uick and dead about to 
sit in judgment on his souW^bis past tife, ihe violated law 
of God, all, all in awful arfay against him, surely a wh(He 
life of gratified ambition would hav« J^een dearly purchas- 
ed by the horrors of such a deadi,' 

^Hiabodyi* eaid Mr Mellville, < was taken up a little 
below heiis, and identified a@ the person who fired the pis- 
tol. No other recognition was made known, and as no 
one appeared to claim it, it was given to the physicians. 
What use they anade of it I cannot tell, if any ; the one 
who visits here informed me where he was buried,' 

'Oh, never, never can 1 forgive myself,' said Adelaide, 
' my rashness had nearly cost the peace of my whole life; 
let no one after this irifie with the resentful passions of 
BUidi a monster ; but who would have thought he would 
have taken such measures to compa^ his revenge.' 

'As you appear ao very sensible of it,' said Sidney, ' I 
shall say hut Uttle ; but I had reserved a severe lecture for 
you, previous to this. I had some suspicion that, un-. 
known to yourself, a feeling of revenge had pr<Hnptedyo4 

as* 



.d by Google 



^4 AlHaTOCllACY, 0& 

to'mbke the disclosure to him you did. Itwaeevn^ way 
wrong and imprudent la the first place, it wns not only 
trifling with your own life, tw he might have murdered 
you on the spM ; but it was also ungrateful to thoee who 
had given yon a (tledge it ehoiild not bfe known, and for 
aught you know, ndAwdjusticeefitsdue in order to se- 
cure yaw person, or at least that might bare operated as 
one powerAiI motire. } am thus jrfain ftith you, dearest 
Adelaide, hi an earnest of what I mean to b*-*your q^r- 
itual aa well as letapora] tmrA The bultutii bewt is de- 
ceitful above all things, and fl<H]tM<itfy betrays us inta 
things where the hidden motiro is unknown t* Oum^TOs. 
Cbanuing as I Utit^ yaA,' sidd b^ lakiug bar band a£. 
fectionately in his, ' you know i do not b«Iiev« tjkeie is 
any perfection here below.' 

' You are perfect in sioo^ty^ at Iettet«' Mtid she etnilirig, 
' but I deserve it all, and ft^ very happy^ you may be aa- 
BU^ed, to catat off so.* 



CHAPTER XX, 



Whli •qtMlvirtBe formed ma equal grace.' 

TkmupMn'i Sttuoni. 



The day at length arrived "^at was to unite Ae fate of 
Sidney a»3 his Adelaide. The marriage had necessarily 
been poetponed a few weeks on account of the distressing 
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a&ir menlioned in ihe preceding chapter. Sidney was 
still Gonvaleseeat, but as he iossted th&t it should be put 
off ao loDgBT, and as Adelaide did not object, it was ac- 
cordingly celebrated. The day before the cer^ony, a 
sealed paper was deUrered to Adelwde from an unknown 
himd, that contaioed utetegant set of pearls, attached to 
which was a medallion containing a lock of hair. On' the 
reverse was inactibed the Words ' Inlegrity — Patriotism.' 

The eyes <rf Adelaide cfMuUed with delight as she exa- 
mined this ^idal ^fl, which was much admired by all 
present, and -much more did they admire at the Bly mctli- 
od her ancle bad taken to bestow it ; for to him they all 
attribubed it. He however stoutly denied having-any 
band in it, and said he had reserved his present lor the 
next evening. 

Oh Ibe mining of ^ succeeding day the charming 
Adelaide gave her hand to ^dney, on the epot'where she 
had first seen him seven years before, having prevailed on 
her tlnde to change the place to T — — Church for that 
very purpose. 

The bride e^ipeared in pure white, with no emameat 
eXoept the set of pearls necklace, while the interesting and 
(elegant appearance of Sidney was rather heightoned than 
diminished by a silk scarf which Adelaide Itad wrapped 
his aim in, and lastefuSyfast^ied around bis nack. They 
all complimented him upon the improvement it made ia 
his hx^, but there was much sport after retoming, cau- 
sed by the question from <me of the sfiectaton^ who will 
happen in on such occasiosa, ' whether the P&i-son had 
'^iftd an affair q/* honor lately.' 
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The late unhof^y occurrence had caused Mr Mellville 
to alter his plan of celebrating the weddiuj; iasucb pMop 
aa he had planned before, and the idea of the evening 
party was given up, much to the gratification of the bade 
and btidegtoom, and the real irieads who ware pieseuL — 
In the eceRing Mr Mellville said he had waited to mak« 
his present thus long, in order to have the pleasure of ad- 
dressing the bride by her newoame, and stepping grace- 
fully across the room he presented her witba secdedpqp^ 
which be drew Jrom bis boaam, saying, ' with this accept 
my blessing and fer^nt wishes for your happineee.' For 
a few moments his niece was unable to break the seal, but 
at length opening it, she found it contained a draft ioc Urn 
ifiMoaad doiian. 

' My dear uncle,* said the sweet bride, springing across 
the rotttu and throwing her arms around his neck, '^tbis 
16 too much ; 1 stiall be too rich, U> be lovedby two such 
beings and have all this money beside.' 

The simplicity of the speech caused a general «a)i)^ 
while Sidney, taking up the paper which in the v^e« 
mence «f her movements she bad throwa-oii the flow, se- 
[iouety addiewed Mr Mellville with, ' my dear sir, yeu an 
too good ; bad you not better reserve thU till you see what 
use we make of your former kind boupties 1 \ realty fear, 
as Adelaide says, we thaU be too rich,' and the tears stood 
Uvmbling in his eyes. 

*Be aeetircf^ qiy good nephew,' said the uncle, fon^g 
the paper back into bis band, ' I shall not impoverish my-^ 
aslf ; I un too selfish ibr that, and nothing can give me 
equal [Measure to seeingyou both enjoying the good thing* 
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of this life. It would be a small favor in my o[Muion to 
beetow a fine house and notbing to nipport it with. This 
will at least make a begiauing. As to the use you make 
of wealth, the integrity that led you to part with your pa- 
ternal estate, rather than distress me who had lent his 
property upon the good &iith of your fiither*a security, is 
soffideat evidence for you. I have known many a moa 
esteemed bonest in other things, seek to shuffle off a debt 
of this kind, and think almost any deception lawful; what 
loose notions they moat bave of honesty and mcH'ality, I 
will not now eay. U is sufficient that if yov had done it, 
Adelaide would never have been yours with my consent. 
We have aH preserved our integrity, and still bave 
enough of Ae good thiugs of this life, and as a beginning, 
let's to supper, for I assure you the events of this day have 
given me an excellent appetite,* so saying he led tlie way 
to the supper room, where a plentiful repaat awai(«d them, 
and many toast? were drank to the health of the bride 
and IwidegToom. 

A few days after the wedding, Sidney and his wife, ao 
e<»Dpanied by Mr Mellvilte, took their departure fromtlie 
city for the Church in the mountains, and were cordially 
welcomed by the expecting people, with whom the s^'eet 
and gentle manners of Adelaide were much admired, and 
ih^ Pastor warmly oengratulated upon the choice he had 
ntade. The calm and peace -of ihis secluded vale w&a a 
sweet relief toone who young as she wa^ had long been 
weary of the bi»tle of the world ; the mountains that 
bounded her prospect, bounded her wishes also. The liie 
she led here was exactly adapted to her taste, and such 
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aa she had delighted to anticipate ever since she Iiad first 
contemplated becoming the 'wife of Sidney, Habitually 
simple minded, ebe wished for no distinctions beyond what 
the love of her family and the esteem of her friends con- 
ferred, and she now looked forward to spending her re- 
maining days in the seclusion of her cberbhed home ; and 
here perhaps we ought to leave her, in the eojoyraenl 
of every coveted blessing. Here properly pur story 
ends, but as we know that many of our readers will be 
anxious to know what was the futui« life of one whose' 
earlier pilgrimage was marked by such peculiar (rials, we 
will endeavor to relate all that came to our knowledge re- 
pecling this interesting family in subsequent life, though 
^e can only give a rapid sketch in 

CONCLUSION. 
The health of Sidney was yet delicate, so much so, that 
he was obliged to give up his Parish for the winter, and 
spend it in their city residence ; the effect of mountain air 
on TTct^ l"ng3, added to the exposure tie was necessitated 
to bear, compelled this. He waa confined much of the 
time to the house during this winter, and the impractica- 
bility of his mingling with much society gradually wean- 
ed Mr Mellville from it ; besides he had now a companion 
of his own sex in the lamily whose society he felt to be 
vastly superior to most of those found in the circles of 
feshion. Sidney labored to, and was succesefldl in con- 
vincing him, that the feahionable dissipation he had for- 
merly indulged in was as repugnant to plain republican 
■iniplicity, as to the precepts of our holy religion. 
- With great effort Sidney performed the duties of pastor 
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on the eneuing suipmer to his linle flock, but in tbe au- 
tumn, his health again dechning, he was persuaded final- 
ly to resign the charge, and Mr Mellville being advised to 
take him lo a warmer climate, in the month of October, 
indnced Frederic the husband of Eliza to remove with him 
family to New York, and leaving the care of his house to 
them, proceeded to embark with Sidney and his wife for 
France. In that delightful climate they passed the enstc- ' 
ing three years, with occasional excursions lo Italy and. 
the Netherlands, and returned by the way of England to 
the United States, We regret to say that though the 
health of Sidney was very much improved, he was never 
able to preach afterwards ; every thing that required any 
exercise of the lungs out of the usual course, never failed 
to bring back those pulmonary symptoms that the great- 
est care could alone keep back. Amiable as our heroine 
was, we see in her case that perfect happiness is not ever 
the lot of such ; her hfe indeed was little less than one 
continued scene of trial ; her affections were bound up in 
her husband, and it was her lot year after year lo watch 
the variations of his health with that restless assiduity 
that woman only knows, who loves as she did. His pro- 
fession was reluctantly abandoned, though with that ha- 
bitual resignation to the Divine will thai ever marked his 
conduct. 

During their three years residence abroad, they had 
two children ; one of them, bom in the Netherlands, Ade- 
laide presented to Mr Van Horn on her return, as a real 
Dutchman. Little Edward was therefore a great favorite 
with the old gentleman, and particularly diBtiag;uished by 
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hln fcom the other boji, though habitually fond of chil- 
dran, he loved them all. 

U is frequently remarked that vatetudinariaDS live lon- 
ger thsD peieone of robust coostitution, and Mr Mellville 
used to tell Sidney often, ' that he had do doubt he would , 
live to be an (dder maa than hiniael^ though with a patch- 
ed up coDstituticm.' Whether that is often the case w uo, 
is impoasible to eay, but Mr A|fllville, whoee conelJtuti<m 
seemed to promise to hold out to extreme old age, is now 
no more. He survived the marriage of his niece tenyearsi 
and left liis am[de fortune to her. The last winter of his 
Ufe was passed with Sidney and his family at New Or- 
leans. It was ' his merriest and his last,* and doubtless 
ha^itened his end. Since hving in the family of Sidney, 
he had learned to be temperate in all thin^ ; he had been 
entirely thrown out of the society of those jovial souls who 
once surrounded him in Europe and New Orleans, but 
once returned to mingle with them again, he found insen- 
i^y his cdd habits of conviviality return, a proof we ought 
never to feel eo sure of a reformation as to trust ourselves 
in the way of former temptations. For the last month of 
his life he extremely regretted not having devoted his life 
to the service of his Maker, ' his high endowments of soul 
end body,' as ^dney observed, ' had qualified him lor ev- 
ery thing that was excellent and truly great,' he died, 
however, in the humble hc^cf the Publican, and left be- 
hind many pleasing evidences of his state of preparation 
for a happy exchange of wotlds, one of which and not the 
least perhaps, was a legacy bequeathed to the two ab&r>- 
doned daughters of Holbey, ia case ihey could be persiiad- 
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fed to leave thek preaest evil ^fiuree of Itfe, and let'atltto 
wane fdace of aeclusicKi in thecountry. 

Thote t^o ttQibrlunate women, both long since exiled 
fronri the society of all decent peo]Je, had taken a bouse tor 
geth«f, and abandoned tbemsdves lo every species of vice 

almost that could be named, Mcs R-- was notori- 

oudy intempenUe, and August^ though not addicted to 
that vice, was^uilty of almostevery other. They had 
now be«n mjseing two or thiee years, tuid (hoir jH^eent 
place of readence could not be traced, yet it wassuppoeed 
ihep were living. It was not until many tnenlhs afier the 
decease of Mr Melville that Augusta returned to New 
York. As Adelaide was (ue evening stepping into a car- 
riage in Broadway, d^e was accosted by a half ciad mis- 
erable looking woman, who seized her gown, exclaiming, 

* Bread, madam — I have itot lasted a mouthliil in two 
dajm.' 

The voice made Adelaide atarlj (hough Irom what cause 
abe could not esacdy teli, but as her ears were ever opNi 
to the cries of disUes^ and her band ready to relieve, she 
etef^d back to feel ix her purse, and upon putting some 
money into the hand of the suppliant, she recognized the 
wretched Augusta. The recognition was mutual, and 

mutuaUy afflictive. The stAs of Mrs E brought 

«everal gentleihen to theoaniage dow, who inquired the 
cause aad praffetei their aadstance. Unwilling to take 
her into the carriage with her children, Mrs E — ■ — ~ re- 
queeted oa& et the gentlemen to call a hack, and have the 
unfortunate ibmale conveyed to her house ; it was com- 
plied with, 9nd here she nursed and tended the unfoitU' 
26 
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BtEte creature herself, reduc€d as she was by iamiiie anj 
misery to the last degree of wretcliedneBS, and ae soon as 
• her health waa restored, she acquainl«d hfer wkh the pro- 
Ciaion made for her in the late Mr Mellville's Will, and 
entreated her to comply with the conditiims annesied to 
it. tt seems almost incredible tliat the menlien of retire- 
ment should excite anger in a being so desoUtte and oais- 
erable, yet it was the case, and for some time die wa»un- 
able to answer, while the rapid changes in- bercounte- 
nance announced a strong mental conflict. Adelaide was 
hoping it arose from sensiUKty andgratitade atsnclian 
unexpected and unmerited bequest, and was mod pain- 
fully disappointed when she spoke. 

' And so,' said she, to gain this paltry pittance, I am to 
be moped down in the country, and compelled to pass my 
days among a parcel of country boors. 1 who was educa- 
ted for the first circles of society.' 

Amazement fix a memeift deprived Adelaide trf speech, 
but she felt herself called upon now to speak {dainly ; hilh> 
erto Augusta had preserved a sullen silence in presence of 
her cousin, and to all her exhcrlations to repeMance 
and amendment of life, she had rarely returned any an- 
swer whatever. This excellent woman who acted as spii^ 
itual as well as temporal friend to her, imputed this silence 
to shame, and argued well from it, bulnow she could mis- 
understand it no longer, and she answered with some spir- 
it— 

' If high notions woidd keep peqde from mean actions, 
your life Augusta wotdd have exhibited a different exam- 
ple from what it has Atme. As it is, the question is not 
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what you haw been educated for, or what unliappy !»>- 
lions may have been instilled into your mind, but what 
j'ou are now fit for. The woman who has lived in open 
disregard of all the laws of decency and propriety, and of 
all (he common regulatitme of moraiity, is no longer to be 
tolerated mixing with the wi»ld ; if she can find some 
peaceful spot where she can hide lier sorrows and her guilt 
safe from ihe frowns of the virtuous, ifrom insult and per-: 
f^ecution, it isas mucfaies she can in conscience ask fw. — 
Heaven may be a[^>eaeed upon sincere repentance, but 
the world knows no mercy in such cases.' 

Mr E , as trustee to the sum left, liad agreeably 

10 the conditions of tie Will, found out a suitable ai^ylura 
for her witJi a fanlJly of farmers of Pennsylvania, w'iiere 
she might have enjoyed all the comforts of life without 
danger of intrusion or molestation from any one, and Ad- 
elaide then informed her of the arrangement. Augusta 
asked iliree days to consider'of it, which ridiculous as (he 
refjuest was, was granted her, though the family now felt 
the greatest repugnance to her longer remaining under 
liieir rooli particularly ae they were in daily expectation 
of a visit from Mr Bancroft and family at the time, Nothr ' 
ing becoming a Christian jninist^i' had been omitted on ihe 
part of Sidney to Festore the wanderePlhen under his roof, 
but Sic was loo hardened for argmnent or- pereuasion to 
reclaim. At tlie expiration of three days, however, she 
consented to go, with the proviso of being permitted to 
make her payments herself to the persons w/iere she waa 
hJ board, this was at length granted, and at her earnest 
lequest, a half yearly poymenl given her in advance. H^r 
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Iflflers to the Uambf, (person! with whom Sidney was well 
acquainted,) andaseat in th« stage securedfor the follow- 
ing day, but in the tnoming of that day it was found ahe 
had decamped with a young man who had liifed in their 
family some time, and whom she had succeeded in cof- 
Tupting during her short residencB in the same house. 

After that period she had the audacity to write to Mr 

E sef eral times for money ; thia he Onifonnly ro- 

fused. In three yeftrd from that time she was again left 
destitute and humbled, and set out on her return to claim . 
the conditions of the WiQ, but was drowned in crossing a 
ferry on her way back to New York, Heaven seeing fit to 
reject her late attempts at refc^mation. , 

Mrs R was sou^t for in vain for several years, 

imt soon after the death of Augusta, waa fbund in one of 
the city hospitals, where she soon after died, being too ill 
to remove. Sidney E attended her in her last mo- 
ments, and indulged the hope that she died a penitent. — 
She constantly suffered great horrors of mind for the last 
three nioothe of her life, and made tlie most Immble con- 
fessions of guiil, to Adelaide in particular, andsohcitcd her 
prayers and forgiveness. 

The last ever known of the sons of Mr Hoibey one of 
them was^ in the State Prison, and the other having run 
away from a Vessel lying in the harbor of Matanzas, was 
supported to have joined tbe prates. A strange fatality 
seemed in fact to have attended this family ; without one 
exception it seemed as thougli not one of them could stop 
short «f utter ruin. 

Jt was on the eve of vbe departure of Sidney aiid his' 



.d by Google 



THE HOLBEY FAMILY, 305 

wife for the south of Kurc^ several years subsequent lu 
tUis, liiat Adelaide collecting ber family of boys aiouod 
the domestic hearth, recounted to them the Autory of the 
Uolbey's, and urged upon them the wanung and the mor- 
al of their story, in ctmclusion sheobserved — 

' There have t^n persons who have spoken of their 
singular &te in argument for the doctrine of fatalism, 
while, others psesumptuously adduced then case as proof 
of the unfailing justice of a Being who has thus taken 
vengeance i)pon the last of their race, not only for their 
own sin^ . but for the crimen of some of their immediate 
jirogenitotB. But .who that ever took the trouble to trace 
effects to their causes, can believe either -one or the other 1 
The whole lives. of that unfOTtuoUe family had but one 
object, sdf-txaUatioaaadaggraadizaneiU. . That was iheir 
being's end and aim. ' Toiisemthe world,' as they term- 
ed it, by whatever means, was inculcated'as the one thing 
needful. It was the sum of a^ the instruction they re> 
oeiyed from parental admonition, the object of all their en- 
deavors. It mustb^ confessed they£iially took strange 
methods to attain it, but here we only see ilie inconsisten- 
cy of idlci ambition, and I wish to convince you on this oc- 
casion, Doy dear chililren, that all ambition is not only idle 
hui, sinful and dangerous, and every feeling lliat exalts 
you in your own opinion above your fello^ men, to be 
' shunned. 

The distil^ tions of virtvie, (d' iotellect, and of education, 
though highly desirable in themselves, should not be 
sought wifh the mean motive ofexalting us above others; 
whoeverfeels his superiority even on the score of his vir- 
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Wes, let hnn iMware ; fdretdy that virtue VMem ; fst the 
OTily thing which can give Btabilitj' to it, is himrility. In 
rrality the more we know of our own hearls (he mOie 
cause we shaU see to be Itumlide, i^e more leamiag we 
possess the iflCB* We becotne ac^uaJQted with our own ig- 
norance. And as lo the pride of ntteSect, who has made 
us to difier in this respect, howare weiBUWoftheposBeBB- 
'ionof thissapcriority evenfw aday t a very sli^ cir- 
cumstance may overturn the wh(de fitlnio of reason^ and 
completely prostrate aD our rRental faculties. Of wtiot 
then can we venture'*! be prood? Of what distinction 
-shall webetuntntiousl Beauty is ' feding— riches 4ake 
wingst— reputatifin is precarious— our reason iinHlallI»— 
and friends more uncertain thsn all the rest.' 

Thus reasoned the ftious and iritellectuEil mother, wlto 
hadbeen recounting, with the history, the parttculftts of 
herowneveotful life ; fer diflereiri. was her language 'vi^ea 
speatdng of herself, from what others would have tised ot 
her ; she did not arrogate to herself the least merit, that 
■she was not like those whom she described, and particu- 
larly unlike that unhappy fiimily, whom the besom of de- 
structiot) had bw^ from the earth. 

' Their fete my dear children,' she added, ' I wish yoB 
never to forgec, was occasioned, next to a bad ediWatioo, 
1}y an indulgence offerings, which reason and rdigioB 
, ^th condemn. Not to think of outlives more highly 
than we ought to think, and for each to esteem others 
better thanhimsel^ are maxims lud down in that holy 
book, which We professto take as our guide, and they cbo> ' 
«ot be too oflett meditate^ ^ipon- 
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' Tbftt pride, my children, whicii impels the ambiiious 
few to seek the reigns of power at whatever ooet, in ofdcr 
to lord it over the igoorant many ; which diBpoeee m^ to 
trample upon the dearest rights of the people, and upoa 
the paa^e too ; to aggrandize tbemeelvea, and enjoy the 
tr&napoAs of tyranny and the pleaawes of dorainalicn, in 
governments is termed arittocracy, and of all the evila 
With which a natibn can be afflicted, it certainly is the, 
^atest, 1 need not refer jtro to the history of feudal ' 
tinies in the old countries, nor even to the past history of 
qur own, its preeent state uiuet convince every rational 
* mind that the -eecret working «f this principle is the bane 
(rf national happiness. The continual stru^lea of a few 
to gain supreme power, is aad ever has been a drawback 
to our hairiness as a people. 

' True we are the most favored nation upon the face of 
the globe, und whatpreveata our realizing it? The in- 
trigues of the mnWtioOs— tbecontimiedeystem of maneu- 
vretng pnuniced, and the cloud ofduat whidi its turmoils 
continue tosaise, to blind men's eyes, alone prevents our 
seeing and realising it. You see then that this princi- 
ple in a national point of -view is a great evil ; you see that 
it stops at nothing — that to blast the character of a politi- 
cal opponent, it will stoop to every meanness* uid utter 
any Msehodd. That Uiere cannot be a candidate -set np 

"One of the most astonishing proofeof this is to be foDDd 
in the life oCllie EiDprBSsJosepbtQe. An English writer 
who has lately published her life, confessea that the aian- 
ders circuited agaiast her, were invenled by the British 
-tioverniuenl, noi^at they could have had Any thing against 



..,.,C,^ogIc 



~r 



308 . ARIST«CRACV, OR 

loT any l^fiIce in the g[ifl of ibe peofde, let )us former tife 
and clmraaei have heen what it maj', but he is immedi- 
ai^ly accused of every sort of crime. If ihey do not rep- 
reaent hitu as ignorant, illiterate, and totally mcompeteat 
to the duties of office, why then he is sly, subtle, and de- 
signtDg — a man to be feared and divaded, and guilty of 
■every sort of vice. No matter wliere^his forraer life baa 
been passed, whether iu philost^)hk tkades in study and re- 
tirenieal, or in Che tailed fielA--&3 matter what services he 
may have formerly rendered the-State, thwe is no protec- 
tion afaiust the unprincipled abaae of aspiring ambition. 

* The meannessee to which indiuiduajs oAen stoop foe, • 
promotion in the woiJd, and in order to gain access to 
wliat is termed good sodety, {more properly fashionabie,} 
are greater we should think, than the lowest minds would 
descend to. Nor is the eudprt^needaeou^ceof any hap- 
piness wh^i attained — the cravings of ambitioo, the de- 
mands of pride, are never satii^d. Some powerful com-> 
petitor is always at hand, to poison the ci^ of haf^neaK 
Pride and ' &nibiti<m crealti-^nvy, and envy begets meau- 
4ies9. It vill not hesitate to blast the leputation of sny - 
who stand in »ur way, for what else can occasion the sm^ 
mises and insinuatiiHis we so often hear repeated 1 They . 
are never directed against inferiority; it is not a person be- 
low us that we censure with sach malignity, hut those 
whom we feel tobe our superiors, either in virtue, talent, 

rite 'good Josephine,' he sayi, -but Bonaparte being at tha 
head of affairs in France, thty wished to couple Ms namt 
with ditkoHor. Who can read such a confession &nd not 
feel his blood curdle with horror. 
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%eaaty or accompliahmenti — posaUy ia all. We canaot 
indoed rob him or her of thoie rich ^ifia, but we can per- 
haps destroy their attraction ; their fiime once blasted they 
CAB do lie no injury ; degraded fixiiB the ratik in society 
to which they are juatJy entitled, they will m> longer stand 
in our way and we intiy poaeibly riae by their fall. Thua 
reasons cn^y, whose malignant wfaispere have driven ma- 
ny a man to suicide and womiui to deslruction, 6x the sole 
object ofselfaggrandiaemenL But behold the day com- 
■eth thai shall bum the proud aa au oven ; in the strong 
language of Scripture, ' they shall consume as stubble ; 
the Lord shall not leave them root or branch.' . Let this 
' prophecy, BO abundantly fuelled in the^^ase of the unhap- 
py family whoae stoty I have related, be a warning to you, 
niy children, of whom I4iope bbtter thirtge. 

'Bear in mind the parting ad^'icc of an a^ctionale 
mother; to you my son^ your country may hereafter look 
for an example, and she who now urges you to become 
such, remember has suffered touch for the principles she 
endeavours Ao inculcate. You will not I tnist oiisunder^ 
stand me, in what I have said en (he subject of pride ; hu- 
mility does not tfach us lo seek low and vulgar associateB. 
The fawning obsequiousness of ignorance and vulgarity, 
are diBgUEt\ng to persons of true humility; to be pleased 
with such, argues an excess of pride. I wish you lo prize 
the society of persons of true refinement, and to seek by 
*very means in your power to augment the numbef^of 
such. Our country can boast of many such, and ihey, . 
-cloihed in the hjimility of the gospel, and UviiJg in mi>d- 
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eration and in republican sttnjdicity of manQere, are the 
salt that preserpee m as a, nation. To them we look to 
check llie ti^ ttf corruption and eztravafaitee, thai threat- 
ens to bear all before it. While such remain, and the 
Ues^ngj of etlucattoD a«e fio widely diesemmated among 
- H8, there is no danger of our becoming an endaved people, 
though an imqiriet one I fear we shall «ver be.' 

The declining health of Sidney once more compelled 
him to seek a prolonged existence on the shores of Europe. 
Hitherto they had taken their little family with ihem 
when compiled to reSideabroad ; but they had now arri- 
Ted at en age whtn the pernicious tendency of foreign 
man-nej-fl was to be dreaded ; and this more Ihaa Roman 
mother, tiie heioic Adelaide, chose rather to endure sepa- 
ration from those beloved objects, than subject them to 
such a trial. 

The weak lungs of Mr E ^ had for some time pre- 
vented his giving verbal instruction lo his children, and 
upon Adelaide tht task had mainly devolved. In leaving 
their country again, they had a.^sig^ncd the care of their 
dear ones to Frederic and Eliza, persons of whose princi- 
_^ pies, or competency for the charge they could have no 
.doubt. Believing that her own want of foitilude would 
materially distress her husband, Adelaide fobore all eino- 
aIoiis at pairing. 'My dear and veneralde friend, said she 
to Mr Van Horn, love my children as you have loved me;' 
■aiB to her children, after giving them some general in- 
■ slruciion respecting their conduct and deporWneat, shead- 
•ded, and it was t>er last words lo them-— . 
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* And reDtember above all tbinge iwt lo be higli minded/ 

At the exliemity of the pier stood Frederic holding by 
the band, the weeping children, and close bedde him th« 
venerable Mr Van Horn, his wliite tocka flowing in tbe 
breeze, and waving his hat to the departing veeael, while 
iulerrupted by m&ay a eob lie smd, 

' I shall no more behold yon matchleas pair ! ere seaa 
shall cea% to' roll between us, I shall be numbered with 
the dead ; but you wilt l)e^'er, never, forget me — ' he ad- 
ded trying to diy histem'a^ and taking a Irande^his favor- 
ite little Edward to lead him binne. 

His predictions were just ; as he survived the departure 
ofhisfriendsonlyaftw months; but he had lived to a 
good old age, and he decended to hie giave in . p^ace. 
His life a[id death furnished a strong contrast (o that of 
Mr Holbey with whom he had once been so intimate. A 
steady patriot, an honest man, and a christian, he died tbe 
death of the righteous, and (he lurf that covered his mor- 
tal remains, was hallowed by (he tears of the virtuous.' 

6ut\-irtueist)0t(«3eek,orto find it* greatest reward- 
en this earth. There is a [^ce reserved for the righteous 
where it is not only to attain its highest ^tate of perfection 
but to enjoy Us highest felicity likewise, to this abode tbe 
just look forward with longing desires ; the hope of this 
inheritance lights the darkaeas of their way through the 
thoray paths of life's pilgnmage, shall it then be a subject 
of grief when they are early cdled to take possession %f 
it 1 It ought not to be so, though the lossof euch-is doub- 
ly fell by survive rs. 
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The TirtuotM and exemjdnry parir wiioae^ «(ory baa been 
relAtedhere jncoimezionwith that of the HoH)ey'8, are 
now no more, they have been dead several years. JXhey 
did not even »>u]TiTe their exc^entftieod Mr Vao Htkit- 
^hose aged eyes were called to weep over iheir loa^ be- 
fore he departed himself, It can be of little cattm-' 
qoenoe to the reader in what way, or by what diseaee' 
they died, or by what gbgular providence they died to- 
gether. Adelaide always thought it n-Duld be go, as she 
felt the moroent that deprived Jier of Sidney would end 
ber niortal existence, and often niade that remark to Eli- 
za ; her words proved (rue. But whether it was by the 
lingering disease that had so long ai^icted Sidney that be 
died, and his wife of a broken beert— «-hether they fdl 
TOlims to some terriUe diseaee peculiar to a foreign cli- 
mate, or whether they perahtd in the/ated jSbion we do 
qot think it proper*) state ; that they have asnnedly left 
l^is earth is certain, and left, it may be salely added few 
equals behind them. The betrayer ottrtMsa, has nM.h- 
ing now to dread, from the pietd of the desperado, or the 
svMid of the assaeidn ; fer she rests with Qoi, but— 
, < Wliertfihilt tke tmitoi re<t? ' , 
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